()0
%,

& %,
§ NEWS BULLETIN 2

»

R R S S e S

Vol. XIX, No. 4 YUBA CITY, CALIFORNIA 95991 October 1980

AR R R A R R R R AR R R R R E R R R R R I S e

Thomas Truman Wight, son of Amos S, Wight, Shown in his mining days along the Feather River
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

At our October 15th meeting at the Museum plans for a "holding
area" for farm equipment will be discussed,

Several speakers of interest are being contacted to provide a
topic that will be enjoyable.

Two new members on our Board of Directors are Joe K., Roberts
and C. C. Epperson, Jr. They are filling out the terms of Mr. and
Mrs. Ed Resso who have moved from our area. We wish to thank Ed
and Barbara Rosso for their interest and help these past several
years.

The passing of Bernice Gibson, our good friend and guide for

so many years, will lonc be remembered,

SUTTERANA

Captain Sutter -- The Marion Rifles of this City (San Francisco), have
in their possession a very fine and Tife-like portrait of Captain
Sutter, painted by a8 Chinese artist in his native country, from a
daquerreotype taken in California. The resemblance is perfect, and
the execution betrays a hand of considerable skill. The painting

will be displayed in the armory of the Rifles in appropriate compli-
ment to the Sutter Rifles (Sacramento) who will soon be their quests.

Quoted from the San Francisco Herald in the Sacramento Union
of June 17, 18B53.
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MUSEUM NOTES
COMMUMITY MEMORIAL MUSEUM ANNUAL REPORT
August 1, 1979 - July 31, 1980

The Community Memorial Museum of Sutter County was completed in 1975
and formally dedicated and given to the County of Sutter in October of
that year. Buildina funds came from the Community Memorial Trust Fund,
established in 1973 with 2 gift of stocks from Howard and Norma Harter
equivalent to 3100,000. To this sum has been added aifts from many in
the conmunity, often received in the form of memorfals. Set up as a
perpetual trust with the interest earned to be used for museum develop-
ment, the fund is administered by a board of trustees.

The seventeen member Community Memorial Museum Commission, appointed
by the Sutter County Board of Supervisors, meets monthly to provide ad-
visory services to the museum. The commission supervises the museum
gift shop and is responsible for the Membership Program, for fund raising
events, and for the Museum Expansion Fund,

Membership in the museum is open to all interested persons. Seventy
nine individuals, families, groups, or businesses are 1980 museum members
as of July 31. Fund raising events were period fashion show-teas held {n
November and June and a December Christmas party. Special qift shop sales
items developed by the museum this year were a "Sutter County Seal"” me-
dallion or belt buckle; the sixth in the historic Sutter County plate
series, "North Butte;" a Sutter Ruttes woman's T-shirt; and the "History
of Sutter County Coloring Book." Gift shop and fund raising revenues and
memberships are used for operating and exhibit expenses.

The museum was awarded an Operation Support Grant of 36,138 from the

Institute of Museum Services, Department of H. E. K., in September of 1979.
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The grant supplemented local fund raising efforts and was used for ex-
hibit preparation, for conservation and preservation of artifacts, and
for educational and research services to the community.

The Memorial Fountain, a community beautification project of the
Sutter County Bicentennial Commission was built at the museum entrance
and was dedicated in May of 1980. Donors to the Bicentennial Fountain
Project are recconized by plagues set into the fountain.

In September of 1975 the Community Memorial Museum Auxiliary was
formed to provide volunteer services to the museum. To date 14,310
volunteer hours have been loaged, 2,110 hours during the period
covered by this annual report. Auxiliary member recognition is given
each October at an Awards Brunch,

During its fifth year of operation, 7,082 people visited the
museum. 35,037 visitors coming from all 50 states and from many fareion
countries have been looged by the museum in five years,

The museum gave a total of 79 aroup tours ta 1,701 people this
year. 0f these 48 were to public and private school classes (1,098
individuals) ranging in level from preschool to seniors in college.
Special groups served were 13 classes of educationally, physically or
emotionally handicapped children or adults, Twelve youth groups (113
individuals) and 19 adult aroups (490 individuals) also toured the
museun. In five years 9,259 individuals in 465 aroups have taken ad-
vantage of the museum's special tours.

The Museum Concert Series, under the direction of Jane Roberts, is
in the fifth year of presenting programs featuring loca) artists. Eleven
Sunday afternoon concerts were held during the year with a total atten-

dance of B16.
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A total of 749 individual artifacts were given to the museum by 70
donors in the past twelve months, Added to the 4,499 items received the
prior four years and the over 1,000 items in the original Sutter County
Historical Society Cellection, the museum's collection numbers over
6,250 items.

In addition to its permanent exhibits, ten special exhibits were
featured durina the year, Displays of "Ribbon Plates", Sutter and Yuba
County post cards, juice reamers and items from early settlers of the
Nicolaus area were loaned by local residents. An exhibit and demonstra-
tion of spinning, weaving, and natural dyeing of wool was held in November.
“Feminine Finery," Christmas Toys, and 1620's and 1930’s Automobile Adver-
tisements were museum-developed exhibits. "American Aariculture, A Continu-
ing Revolution,” a Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibit was sponsored
by Orchard Machinery Company of Yuba City and shown in April. In July a
Smithsonian exihibit, "Five Critical Elections", was sponsored by Dr. and

Mrs. Michael Gabnart of East Nicholaus.

MUSEUM CALENDAR -- 1980 and 1981

September 13 - October 12 Smithsonian Institution Travelinag
Exhibit, PHOTOGRAPHING THE FRONTIER

October 16 Noon Museum Luncheon - Card Party (Reser-
vations & tickets available at museum)

October 26 2 p.m, Sunday Concert Series

November 1 - 29 California State Archives Traveling
Exhibit, ORANGE CRATE ART

November 23 2 p.m. Sunday Concert Series

December 1 - January 5 Special Exhibit, ANTIQUE CHRISTMAS
ORKAMENTS

December 13 5 -8 p.m. Second Annual Museum Christmas Party,

TREES AND TRADITIONS
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May 3 - June 1 California State Archives Traveling
Exhibit, CALIFORNIA'S WINE INDUSTRY

May (date not set) Museum Wine Tasting Party

DONORS TQ THE COMMUMITY MEMORIAL MUSEUM TRUST FUND
May 14, 1980 through August 15, 1980

Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Schnabel in memory of Geraldine Hall
Caroline Ringler in memory of Geraldine Hall
Ianatius Banasewicz in memory of Alexandra Banasewicz
Bee and Dick Brandt in memory of Kate Ramsaur
Lola L. Case in memary of Geraldine Hall
Norma P. Harter in memory of Ivy Ernst
Norma Harter in memory of Lee McCune
Roberta McCoy, Marcella Hardy,

and Elizabeth Phillips in memory of Emily Wilbur
Verna M. Sexton in memory of Floyd Nesbitt
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Alexander in memory of Bill Donovan
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Alexander in memory of Hattie Grace
Betty and Bill Arnett in memory of Genevieve Burtis
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Davis in memory of Ermon Umfress
Noyma Harter in memory of Bernice Gibson
Norman and Locadel Piner in memory of Lee McCune
Verna M. Sexton in memory of Bernice Gibson
Alice A. Scderberg in memery of Bernice B. Gibson
Mr. and Mrs. Burwell W. Ullrey in memory of Geraldine Hall
Leroy and Meriel Davis in memory of Genevieve Burtis
Leroy and Meriel Davis in memory of Herbert F. DeWitt
Maude K. Roberts in memory of Leona Johnson



Bart and Donna Edward in memory of Bernice Gibson

Sons of Norway, Snowshoe Thompson

Ladge No, 78 in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
The Heart Federal Savings & Loan in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Fairfield-Suisun Unified School

District Governing Board in memory of Bernice Best Gibhson
Sullivan Scheol Faculty and Staff in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Thelma Ashford Gage in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Walter and Celia Ett] in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Violette and A. J, McCabe in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Greene Jr. in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Maude K, Roberts in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Mary Mulvany in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Claudine Rolufs in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Velma B. Olsen in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Jean Gustin fn memory of Eljzabeth Curtis
Fairfield-Suisun Administrator's

Association in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Rotary Club ¢f Fairfield-Suisun in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Lola & Leighton Case and Caryl

Trailer in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Mr. and Mrs. Mario Del Pero in memory of Elizabeth Joyet Curtis
Julia Reynalds in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
Verna M. Sexton in memory of Genevieve W, Burtis
Verna M. Sexton in memory of Herbert F. Deditt
Maude K. Roberts in memory of Elizabeth Curtis
Lucille Tokuno, Miharu Studio of

Hair Design in memory of Elizabeth Curtis
Joe and Jane Roberts in memory of Elizabeth Curtis
Adah R. Borchert in memory of Bernice Best Gibson



Edna Morrissey and Family in memory of Bernice Best Gibson

Margaret Madden in memory of Elizabeth J. Curtis
Bogue Country Club in memory of Elizabeth J. Curtis
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Allen in memory of Juanice Hollinashead
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Allen in memory of Jean Morehead

Mr. and Mrs. James Arnoldy in memory of Elizabeth Curtis

California Retired Teachers
Association, Sutter-Yuba-

Colusa Division outright gift

Louis and Miriam Farone in memory of Bernice Gibson
Georgia and Wilbur Green in memory of Lloyd A. Evers
Philip and Eleanor Holmes in memory of Jean Morehead
R. A. & S. D. Schnabel in memory of Elizabeth Curtis
R. A. & S. 0. Schnabel in memory of Bernice Gibson
Mrs. Alice A. Soderberg in memory of Elizabeth Curtis
Mrs. R, S. Turney in memory of Bernice Gibhson
Mr. and Mrs. Burwell W. Ullrey in memory of Maraaret M. Berry
Mr. and Mrs. Burwell W. Ullrey in memory of Genevieve Burtis
Mr. and Mrs. Burwell W. Ullrey in memory of Bernice Gibson
Wesleyan Fellowship, First

United Methodist Church in memory of Bernice Best fiibson
Emily Wessel in memory of Walter Redhead
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn F, West in memory of Bernice Best Gibson
VYerna M. Sexton in memory of Ira C. McKay

Rich Flatland, Marianne Flatland
Anne Flatland, Kathy Flatland,

and Marie Hyman in memory of Bernice & Arthur Cheim
Jesse and I[vadel Simmons in memory of Jesse Heffinaton
Cassius C. Epperson in memory of E. W, B. Jones
Pavid and Sylvia Lamon in honor of the birth of Grady Bruce

Lamon on August 4, 1979



Alice Lowe

Norman and Loadel Piner
Lloyd and Sylvia Henson

Dr. and Mrs. Herbert Brannen
Carcline Rinagler

Mr. and Hrs. Burwell W. Ullrey
Mr. and Mrs. ¥. R, Dawson
Mr. and Mrs, Dewey Ashford
Mrs. Hugo Del Perao

Henry and Norma Poffenberger
Ed and Jean Gustin

Caroline S. Ringler

Ruth E. 0'Sullivan

Loyd and Nora Wilbur

Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Welter
Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Welter

Wallace and Dorothy Coats and
Rosemary Redhair

Maude K. Roberts

Marait Epperson
Caroline Ringler
Bee and Dick Brandt

Bee and Dick Brandt
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meriory of Eric & Elna Nelson
memory of James L. Brierly
memory of James L. Brierly
memory of Elizabeth Curtis
memory of James L. Brierly
memory of James L. Brierly
memory of James L. Brierly
memory of Oren P. Moore
memary of Geraldine Gengler
memary of Paul Schuette
remory of Lloyd W, Henson
memory of Lloyd W, Henson
memory of Lloyd W. Henson
memory of Edward Rose
memory of Vernie Crouch

memery of Lloyd Henson

memory of Lloyd W. Henson
memory of the grandparents of
Woodrow Best, Henry and Luvina
Best and Constantine and
Caroline Kino of Harkey Corners
of 1864

memary of Llovd Henson

memory of Woodrow Best

memory of Oren P. Moore

memary of Lloyd Henson



AMDS SMITH WIGHT --- ONE WHO NEVER RETURNED

How many early pioneers came to an area such as ours from across
the country in search of a new way of 1ife or perhaps even riches?

The time was 1849 and for many, the message of "nold discovered in
California" reached eastward. The news met the ears of many a young
man who was eager for adventure. We might suppose that our subject,
Amos Smith Wight, born in Kentucky in 1821, was one of these youno men,

In researching an individual who Tived s0 Tong aoo, it is often
difficult to fill ocaps in time with events in his life and it is easy
to aive way tc speculation along the way. The reason for selectine Amos
as our subject was that many letters were given to the Community Memorial
Museum, of Sutter County by his oreat granddaughter. Much of the
material seemed to be of historical interest. Even though Amos's contribu-
tions were not of qreat individual sionificance, they are of significance
collectively with those of his contemporaries, His deeds aided the develop-
ment of the West. Today, descendants of this man are numbered amono resi-
dents of this part of California.

The content of this article is comprised mostly of a compilation of
letters written to Amos Wight in the 1850's and 1860's, ¥ith this writer's
introductory notes, to help clarify certain portions of the letters, it is
hoped you will enjoy these accounts of life so long aco. Note that there
is a rather continuous thread of pleas throuchout the letters for Amos
to return "home."

Tne period in history is pre-Civil War. The area of Kentucky where
Amos 1ived, had been settled for a considerably longer peried of time than

California. Migrating to California and leaving behind family, friends and
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his slave holdings undoubtedly was a biq decision in Amos's 1ife. We
have no evidence that he was a married man so perhaps this made it a
bit easier to leave his home, even in his 27th year, and try & new

1ife in the West. It is believed that he devoted the next six or seven
years of his life to minino,

We can speculate that he traveled here from Xentucky with Moss,
Taylor, Porter and Spears, but will never know for certain. Pifferent
letters make it appear that these buddies of his later scattered to
areas such as Strawberry Valley and Gibsonville and that Doc Spears re-
turned to Richmond, Yirainia area by 1855. The feeling one derives from
reading these first few letters from his friends is one of a genuine
closeness as reference is made to the “California Boys". After a few
years passed, minino seemed to be not as profitable for Amos as he micht
have wished. Perhaps settling down, having a wife and family and ranch-
ing, was to be the next appropriate turn in his life. We find evidence
that he rented a small ranch the very month of his marriage to Fanny Nichols
Pierce (see rental agreement of November 24, 1856).

I will take you through the portion of Amos's 1ife as prospector,
rancher and as a responsible citizen. He served positions such as Justice
of the Peace, chairman of the Board of Supervisors of Yuba County and
Director of Browns Valley Irrigation District. Some will say Amos Smith
Wight did not leave a very large mark in our history. This may be true,
but he does represent an early pioneer who did come here with a sense of
adventure. He did work to better himself and his family and he did serve
his community in ways that he could.

It may not be earthshaking to find out why, while on the Board of
Supervisars, Amos was veferred to as "Hooppole" Wight. [t may not be

unique that he had slave holdinas back in Kentucky. But one thing is
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certain. As a researcher, 1 spent some interestino hours peering into
his past and reading Amos's personal mail from some 125 years ago. And
it made me feel as if 1 had a small scope 1nto his life -- a Jife that
was less than dull and uneventful. 1 would Tike to share as closely as
possible, happeninas in his 1ife as are revealed in letters to him, old
newspaper articles, Tibrary micrefilms, courthouse documents, and infor-
mation given to this Museum by ore of his descendants.

As one delves into these letters, it is interesting to note some of
the archaic terms used such as “drubbing" and “doggery"” for example. One
alse must realize that back in the days when many of these Tetters were
written, few people had any real formal education. Many letters are very
difficult to decipher with RUMBrous run-on sentences, lack of punctuation,
and poor spellina. Perhaps this is the proper time and place to emphasize
the importance for people to preserve old records, letters, documents, and
to identify photographs for followina generations to enjoy,

An extensive search did not tumn up photographs of Amos or his wife,
Fanny. What we do know about Fanny is that she was born Fanny Nichols
Pierce in Gennesse County, Rew Yark, January 5, 1835, and married Amos
November 30, 1856,in Butte County California. 1In a span of thirteen
years, six children were born to them, but apparently only three lived to
adulthood.

The surviving son, Thomas Truman, whose photograph will appear several
times, is mentioned as marrying Mary Josephine Burris. (The Burris Ranch
is known to many in this area today. They are descendants of this same
Burris family). He ang his wife lived a time at Gridley, Bangor, Campton-
ville and moved to Berkeley area in the early 1900's. Thomas was at least

for a time, involved in mining in Yuba County alona the Feather River.
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Once again it is only speculation that his interest in minina developed
because of his father. (Note the cover picture -- Amos's son, Thomas
is third from left).

The letters or portions of letters selected to share with you
start in 1855 and the last one was written late in 1863. With a brief
introduction to each letter, vou are ready to becin reading them. The

cantent of the letters is left as original as possible.

>

Compare this phote with the cover photo. Can we speculate this was a Sunday afternoon
outing, with lady friends? There is an extra small boy in this picture but each man’s face can be
identified on the cover picture,
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Apnif 10, 1855

*

-

.

Y Tids tetter is gnom T. T. Moss of Gibsonville
« fto Amos Uight. The Petter asks Ames (f he
>
.
®
+
*
L ]

wants ite a partnership {n a Ateam saumddl at
Craaq's Flat. Although we have no answet fiom
Amos, we assume ke declined the cffer, as no men-
tion was ever made 4n xefercnce to a saumilf in
Latex coraespondence.
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Friend Wiaht

I take thiz opportunity of writing you a few lines to let you know
how we are getina along up here Well we are doing very well so far
My claim has paid very well for the time that we haved worked it. I
sold out of it some two weeks aag, my sixth part for sevn hundred
Neil bought one third last fall for six hundred so you can see that the
old fellow is in Tuck for wonce. he would not take fifteen hundred for
it now.

My object in writing to you at this time is this. 1 heard that you
had sold out your claims and supposeina that you was out of business at
this time and would like to get in to sumthinn that would pay and be
notewrthy (?) buisness for some time and as [ have a good chance as [
think of that sort I would write you word and if you want to goin to it
I would be very qlad to have you for a pardner Ifis this to build a
steam saw mill at Cragds flat this summer. we can cet the mill and put
it up for five thousand dollars at moast and 1 think mutch less than
that 1 have sent below by aman that is in the buisness to know what
the encine will coast., and will har from him in about two weeks he is
a man that has been in that sort of buisness for some time and a friend

of mind and he wants me to go inte it he says that he knows that it
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will pay well Now if you think that you would Tike to go in to the
opperration write me word as soon as possible and let me know how

mutch you would Tike to put in it and if vou want to see me about it

let me know at what point T can find you and [ will come and see you

at eny time you may set | dont know whare you are at this time so I
will send this to Doc and get him to forward it to you We are all well
at presant qot aletter from Pat the othir day he is well and says that
he is doing well if old perter is withe you give him my respects and

the same to old man Tayior [ remain yours Respectfully

I. T, Moss
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Qetober 3, 1855

*
k3
.
¥
*  The fefter 44 from friend, Geonge Peater of Straw-
*  benay Valtey, Cafiformia 2o Amos Wight. Poater is
*  sending $75 by atage driven to Amos, George Porten
* invites Amos o Lock at this place where he 43

: working on the Feathea Réiver.

*

*

*

*Doaachy (Websten's 1881 dictionary) means Low
akeg shop o bax.
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Friend Wight.

I avail my self of this opportunity of writinn to you a few lines;
Yet at the same time aiving but little news of any importance. [ left
here last Saturday Morning. went by way of Forbes Town to Ophir, and
was guite anxious to See you, but it was with Scme Tittle difficulty I
could learn any thing about you. 01d Man Youlen was in Company with me
we passed near to where you were building made many and numerous enquiries
for you but Could learn nothing of you, we made those enquiries of an old
Buckfact{?) who keeps a *Dogery A1l that I could Tearn from him was that
several Stores were ahout being put up Some one or two miles above him. |
at last Saw a man who told me he knew one of them to be you. but you were
not at home haveing gone up to the Mountain House. At this time the sun
was about Setting and not likeing the appearance of the Hotell, near by.
we consulted each other and thouoht it best to keep on to Ophir. Our feet
were dam sore. and we were very much fatioued indeed. however we reached
Ophir in time to get supper Stayed all night and went to Marysville next
day in the Stage 1 am not fully prepared to say how I 1ike the Ophir
Country did not look round but little But I do know one thing it is the
hotest place | ever met with in the Country And I dont like it much on

that account. Wight I have been doing my best to make a raise for you but
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without success | send by the Stace driver $75= which is all I can
do at the present time. I hever in all my 1ife knew money so hard te
come at before. MNow Wight you had better come up and look at this
place where I am working on Feather River. And Harrison Diggins if you
think Competition will run to high at Cherrokee, Nothing more at
present.

I remain your Sincere

friend Geo W Porter



December 7, 1855

-

*

.

*

*  The fetten is from Geotge Porten of Strawberry
¥ Valley to Amos Wight. This fLetten s brief aqd
*  menticns Dx. Spears and described winfer condd-
*  tions 4in Strawberry Vatfey.
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Friend Wiant

As I have an opportunity of writinc you a few lines. I will avail
Myseif of the Same, Yet writing nothing of any interest at all. The
Snow at this place, at present is some 2 feet in depth, and very dis-
agreeable in deed. Times are distreSsinaly dull, And if I knew of
any place that 1 could make expences. down your way I would be
tempted to leave this place and Come down and spend Some 2 or 3Months
at least And Wight if you know of any show that 1 can make any thing.
You will Confer on me a liveing favour by informing me the Same I am
very tired of the Mountains and So much Snow. 1 have been Minino on
Georgia Gulch for the last 2 Months. but the pay is very poor indeed
1 have at last heard from Dr. Spears. he reached home in oood health and
safety. He send to you his best wishes_  and respects he also mentioned
the money he owes you, which amount I will make right with you as soon

as [ can,, Mothina more to write at present [ remain your Sincere friend,

)

How is MiSs Fannie) Geo, W Porter.

)

© P~ o~

S

Let me hear from you Soon.

GWP

\ &
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Haxch 19, 1856

.
- .
* »
* -
*  The Lettea £& grom J. H, Mclsaac, a cowssm o Ken
¥ tuckg fo Amos Wight. This seation of thas rezten  *
¥ agders to a man who had gone downt to Bullef? & .
% Nelson Counties with ofd Mary, the sfave woman X
*  The fast pontion points out that cousin Melsaar, °
* too, s Looking fon him to metunn fo Kentuchu .
* love to oux "new rousdn” may mean that Amea had s
: already taken Famw for his bride. :
* "
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=~ --<He has oone down to Bulit & with him took old mary, and | hop she
will not come back to Nelson again  they are 2 devil of a sett | cnula
not let Liz goe out to Seee them out my haveing to goe after him. -ne
was out at christimas all the cold weather 1 did not aet hir for a
month and could not get hir to come in  she wanted me to hire hir to !ir
Mattings to wash all the year & nir in the family way acain., She is a
good breeder, i1 a bout as much as can be said, as they cet old they all
et mean, they are all in good Health, 1iz is got Stout & 1 thinK Healthy
the Tittle Byoy is Healthy but Small

fmes, 1 have not much Hews to write you though ! expect there 1s a
great change Sinc you left here a good many of you old acguaintances dead
% some moved off  Doct McElvany was thrown out of nis buooy a few davs
agoe & died the sanne Night, be Sides a good many broken leas & arms this
winter the Hardest ever experienced in Xentucky the oound has bin covered
with Ice from the beginning of winter ti1) now, dJames Slauahter the clerk
died this winter & Hinds is in his plaece, Lots of wedings Mrs Winton to
Coct James Muir partner of Dr. Hinds Aron Haris Marid again off is stil]
here Single all though they nave it he is to mary eny week to a Miss B,

Polly, is mared Aunt Jane had bouaht a small farm in Harder or Larne 1
very well pleased one of hir Brother Single is with Air it is avry

good 1ittle place off has bin down, & seen it, A. we have all bin look-
ing for you, & Bristowe & Frank in this last fall - By avry veSsell that
arrives from Cal but none of you come & it is vey Seldom we hear from

you - please write oftnir wall Join in our love to you & cur New cousin/

J H Mclsaac Ca
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July 30, 1856

The fetter s grom Thomas Spears, Chesterfield
County, Va., written Lo Amos Wight., One of the
"California Boys" who xefwwmed home {8 Speans.

His health 4 falfing. 14§ he could have foreseen
AL health in the East he would never have Left
Califonnia, He, beina a physician himself, be-
Lieves he has consumption. He Loves the California
boys Like brothers and Longs to see Amos once more
and feef as "happy as a bed bua".

*Prubbinag - to thrash on beat with a stick.
*Consumption - Wasting of the body; pufmonary

fuberculosds.
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Dear Friend Wight

I have promised myself thousands of times to write you without havine
done So and I am almost afraid you think hard of me indeed I admit 1
have done wrong and deserve a good “drubbina, but Dear 01d Wight you must
foraive me cheerfully and willingly. My health has been wretched indeed
ever since Christmas. Confined nearly the whole time on my back and I
feel so bad always, even now, both in body & mind that it is very difficult
to commence a letter. Ive no eneraoy of mind or body and a good specimen !
am of a regular hypocondriac. [ think of you so Often every day I have
determined to write. Tho. Ive nothing that could interest you from this
quarter apart Trom my self.

last fall for a short-time I enjoyed myself very well hunting birds
& knocking about Richmond with a few of my old Chums with that exception
I had as well have been dead for the pleasure or comfort since. Could I
have foreseen | would never have left Cal I believe now my health would
not have suffered. and [ think my only show ever to enjoy anything like
health will be to emigrate again to some climate similar to yours. One of
my lungs is very seriously affected in plain English I have every symptom

of *Consumption & believe I have it. It makes me feel bad to think of
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leaving home without any constitution & in bad health also. to try or
mix in with this wicked world once more & on the other hand what do

the comforts of home amount to when you have no health to enjoy them,

Kone of course. I've been thinking of leaving this fall seriously,

tho | have not mentianed it to any of my folks. They will be very much
opposed ! know but {f 1 remain one more winter | ar a none Chicken. we
had the hardest winter you ever saw in your life, lIce on James River was
4 Tt think. nearly all the birds of every description & hares were killed
fruit trees also. Crops are very indifferent this year in Va, the corn
fs suffering very much now with dry weather.

I got a letter from Skinner a month or two ago. he has just settled
himself ne says at delphos Ohio. inquired after you & all the boys" said
it was very hard to quit simulating" I have te say Amen to the same. [
presume he is Merchandisino, tho 1 know no Geo wrote me vou had lost your
mule T hope by this time you have found her & the rascal ton. The
Vigilance Committee ought to have him. I lost a very fine mare a few weeks
since with Pneumonia She was a beautifull animal indeed. Are you married
yet, if you are let me congratulate you & give my love to the 01d Lady. If
you are not vou had better be all the 01d folks say so They know too, 1
neard it was supposed that you were. 1 am loocking out for Geo. every mo, &
I hope vou will come home with him. If I could see you once more 1 think I
would again be as happy as a bed bug. feel some of my Old feelinos over
aagain.

Hight | would 1ike to meet you my aood old friend again but I fear not
I can only hope. [ love you Cal boys like brothers. The images of all are
deeply impressed on my heart 1 shall never meet men again I love so well.
write as soon as you get this give my lave to all the boys and accept for
yourself the best & most sincere affection of you 01d friend

Thos. M. Spears

AN
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Auguat 3, 1856

*
*
*
The fetten s from Geoage Porten of Strawbenry y
Valéey to Amos. He atates that his claims are .
prospecting wedd but buying of a bililiard table %
has "cteaned hom", thus making & difficult to 2
vay back meney owed Amos. :

.
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Friend Wight

Your note of August the first Came to hand today, and | hasten to
reply to the same, VYet at the same time ! fear my letter may not entirely
meet your apprebation. Wiocht 1 am very sorry that my pecuniary matters
are of such a nature as to prevent my compliance with your request. |
would Tike above all things to do so. I esteem you as one among my best
friends and would do any thing to comply with your request And I shall
do my best for you=. You must not think hard of me. The amount due you
fs just and ought to be paid. And T will see it paid. at the earliest
opportunity. My circumstances are some what similar to yours. [ have
been at qreat deal expence lately and comparatively speaking made nothing
I will write to Pat Handly and see if he can do any thing for you. My
claims at present are prospectino well and I think from this on pay well.
Are you coing to take Miss F with you Tisdale is about buying a Billiard
Table and that has cleaned me Nothing more at present / My respect to
MeSs Fanny for you Sake And accept of The best wishes of your

friend Geo W. Porter

o
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Septemben 7, 1856

The Retten (s finst one grom Aunt Efizabeth Gfass of Ken-
tucky to Amos {botr n Md. 1794). She pleas to him to
"come home"., She neven knew what hard Limes wene befoxe.
Henny, a sfave, who apparently befongs to Amos has been
taken and hired out by Aunt ELczabeth. She wishes Amos
to widite hen and give hex permission to use Henry as a
hired out sdave so she might neatize extra {income. Thir-
teer people are <n hea "family," 11 blacks, William and
hensedd. A sdave calfed Efizabeth, woth fwe fine Little
boy chifdren &8 mentioned. Amos 48 asked net to sell hex.
Someone clie has hexr 4n his keep at paesent and £8 trweat-
{ng her very badfy ("worse than hound dogs”). ELizabeth,
the sfave, prags fon Amos Lo come and take hen to
California, She would folfow him Lo the end of the Wordd.
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Dear Amas

I have just received yours of the 16 August 1 was alad to do |
thought you was dead [ am Soree you are hirt at what I have don about
henry it was surety and troubel was the cause I was Stript of very
thing to the ist hen or Chicken my money oon [ wint in det for a home
and meet and bredd to 1 had not one mouth full but what I bought/l
went in det one thousand dollar 1 thought I mout {mioht) as well have
henery and the hive of him to help mee alonc well as Macatee or ben
Wightfyou Shall not bee run to eany (any) Court Amos:  Shour {sure) as 1
live I will account to you for it and cod hears me promas it to you/
one thing more/%he ares (heirs) of the estat has thretend mee for puting
eany of my property and my possessian durina his 1iftime Tha (They) are
still holden back to See what I will do with henery wright to me to take
him and the hir of him and do what 1 please with it JAmes if you knew
half the troubel that | have Seen I know you would not refuse to help me

out if you are afraid of me [ will give you my noat for All

if you think you Cant do it I will excuse you and not think hard of you
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you Shall not have to whistel for it nor eany thing elsfthat letter
is a hare faced ly Come fmamhoc (who) it may as fore Elizabeth 1 have
nothing to do with hir O dont Sea! (se11) hiy  Shee has tu (twe) fine
litzel boy Childern the yungest 2 weakes old  john henery and William
Amos is thare pames  Peeter hir father is neareﬁells mee rioht you
that £1fzabelh and Thildern are treated worse than houne (hound) dogs/
Starved and flot Clotney/put down at the factory to lay in thare/g old
and pore biack woman te nurse nir  Mary 2nd Tucinda went up to see hirf
hir breckfast was a peace of Garn bredd half the sise of thare hand with
a coup of Cofy  William Saw hir l2st fall in rags/oaver hir five dollars
to aget Cloas (clothes) you cant blaim ¥illiam nor me fore feare of given
offence  Ske is nou dout badely treaten  She/l prays you Com take hir
to California She will follow vou to the end of the world She is will-
ing to Teave A1 to co with you MHidejwife is a devil in human Shape
thare Sever! that wants to hir higfoood places to  Amos, I thirten in
familey eieven black Witiliam my Self William workes hard he {s fn the
hoagfhas the wost (worst) luck in the world/hard winterforait (areat)
drouth (drouaht) we dident raise as many ocats as we Soad {sowed) and will
have & hal® Crop of Corn  he is very down harted he wants to help mee
out but has bad Tuck  Amos | never knew what hard times was be forg/
Amos Lome home | do want to See you William Allways Says he will
wright to you but Tlke all the rest of his familey wont wright he Sends
his best lov to you Says he wants to see you and Tameg (?) 1 am olad
to heare you are not aiven to none of thear had habits hold up Amos
that is a satisfction to mee to hear you are feady and holds up you head
whare you aunht  you aught not Jjudo mee by the rest of your relationsf

when I think over the past Seens 1 cant S0 I will bring my letter to

-



a cloas
your affectinant Aunt utill deth
Elizabeth Glass

William sends his best love to you
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Novembenr 24, 1856

Rental Agreement, Amos has tented a fanm and faum
house kinouw as Lincoln Ranch in Butte County for
seven months. Sefh Pieace was Fanny's fathex.
*This (& the yearn Amos was marndied to Fanny Nichots
Pieace from Geanegsew Cownty, New York,
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This is to Certify that I have let and rented unto Amos S. Wight my
Farm and House known as the Lincoln Ranch Situated in the county of But
State of Calafornia for the turm of Seven months. Turm of lease to
txpier the first of July one thousand Eight Hundred and fifty Seven for
witch 1 a gree to pay the Sum of four hundred dollar mounthely, the
premises are not to be used or occupied for any busineSs deemed extra
hazardous on account of fire nor Shall the Same on eny part thereof be
let or under let withou the written consent of the Landlord under the
penelty of Forfeiture and damages,

Given under my hand and Seal the twenty fourth of Novembe one
thousand eight hundre and fifty Six
Hector Achorn Seal

WitneSs Seth 5. Peirce )

AD
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Decemben 27, 1856

The fetten 4s from J. H, Mclaaae of Bandton, Kentucky to
Amos Wight. This Letter {8 not used 4in its entinety. The
subject of Amos's sfave Henty and 2he possibility of sell-
ing him &5 mentioned and @ difference of opindon is noted
An kegard Lo "Aunt B" (E€izabeth Glasa) and "hin negroes,”
impending Law suct efe. Condifions and medical problems

of staves ane refated. The East pontion of this three page
fodfer gdves seme pews of the day and excitement caused by
& Aeport of an dnsurrecddon of fhe neghoes.

YInsurreciion meanst a revoll ok rebellicn, History &hows
that there wene different uprisings by the negroes in this
phe-Caved Wan era,
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Dear Cousin
Amos T have written to you but heard nothing since from you, Mow fo

the BusineSs part of you letter you write to me to sell Henry, I new the
feeling of ant B, for negroes So I Sent hir a line for all the in for
mation I Could oet from hir and wm, The information I aot, was to not to
interfere with hir nearces & I would not cet a Suit on my hands, but If |
did T would have a Suit on my hands, sure for She intended to Sue Benj.

Wiaht and wm licAtee for the Hire of Henry, [ donot Xnow how She will make

+ -+« Amos 1 do not know what to do about the negro, I think I had best
wait awhile until wm McAtee comes Back & By that time you will, may be,
get one of my Tetters and qive me your opinion, and what you wish me to
do, | do net want the displeasure of Either wm or ant B. The Ballance

of your negroes are well at this time, ! let hir ooe out to hir old
neibourhood for a fiew days, Uncle Benj, has lost his Em= he let hir stay
out at old Cy-s & pay (?) what she pleased She preferred to Stay out
there in a Shanty that neither Keeps out cold nor wett, Took colid and

died by nealect, & So Beny is out about 6 hundread dollar$ & 1 expect

Al
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they will make him pay the Dogs Bi1l all for hir accomodatien. So She
wouid be near hir husband and dady  Liz Stuck a nail in hir foot
& could hardly walk for two weeks. If She had bin out there She would
have died 1f She done as She done here what [ put on She would let Stay
untill Some one told hir what was beter/then She would try that /you
Know ev@y one that Saw hir had to tel)l hir what was Best, untill I told
hir if She took it of I would lash hir, I thought it would qive hir
lockjaw for three or four days & had to cut it open twice it was vry bad
there has bin a good many deaths but two that [ have not mentioned
before - Columbus Harris, dead & cold H. Rite he was Sawed up in a Saw
mill died in a minute,, old nat wick1iff & we hear that all the Boys
that went out to help walker nearly all are cone Howard hines, Kiled/
Bin talbot died with fever others | do not recollect, nomore We
have bin in thrown i1n to Excitement by a report of an *inSurection of
the nearoes but it is all a flash,- though in tenessee they nave huno 8
or 9 negroes an afew in others we Keep a quard of 16 men in town for a
few weeks/in Jefferson three nearoes kiled three white women & 1 man &
Burnt them up, have bin caught, & confest all

all well of you ac-quaintance off not maried yet

J. H. Mclsaac.

x )
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April 19, 1857

.
ka
L
Letten 64 drom Aunt Efdizabelh Glass of Kentucky 1+ .
nephew Amos, Aunf Efizabeth teffs of hard winte~, .
hard Times end the atave, Phoebe, having dropsy, ®
Poon Walliam &8 "oul of heart and cut of money." e
Elizabeth, the stave, says not teo sell hex for amy v
price. She wilf take up hen bundfe on her back awd ¥
follow Amos anywiene, :

t
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Dear Amos

I once more Sit down to cdrope a3 line or two to you weare (we are]
ATl well but Pheby (Phoebe) 1 think has the dropsy 1 see nothinc but
troubel and hard times hard winterlait Spring  the 1] a deep Snowfthis
morning Snowing/bvery night a frieze no corn no hay nor fodder to feedf
out of money/ﬁn det William is out of hart out of money o Amos you can
gess how thing Qoes with me William has Inst more than three hundred
head of hogs Still ding (dyina) he has not more than twenty head left
he has Al most give up  the hole neiber hood is in the Same fixfnot guit
(quite) as we are every ons hons is dying with the saim dease/the fat
as well as pore are ding (dyina) o Amos ! onely wish 1 was with vou and
your wife I think i my troubels certenly would be less 1 Cant live
long and See what I dooce my hart is all most broak with in mee | have
13 in famielyfevery mouth food to byfbut my meet 1 wont tell vou A1 my
troubels[you may gess what Some of them are Amos I hope in nod vou are
Sober study {steady) men /to know you are would be a orait Satisfaction
to me now and when I leave this world Elizabeth Says you must not Sell
hir for now {no) price Says She will take hir bundel on nir back and
fowel (follow) you to the end of the world if you Say So  She has two

fine boys ZFdo be a shamed of theas fue lins my mind is so confused

AY



I cant wriaht dont let fanny See this or She never will Come to See
mee I hoape She will Came before I die this fs not nld Keintucky
ainy more the Seasons is so chainged

pore William Sends his best love t¢ you both

my best love to fanny and your Self I Cant wright for Mary is
drunk and coin on at a dredful rait wricht Soon your letters cives
me grait Satisfaction to think you think Something of mee o if I
Could See you both talk to you what a pleasur it would be to me

yours as ever Elizabeth Glass

A9
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April 26, 1857
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¥ The letten & fxom Ben W, D, Moore, of Sclanc Countw,
' Califennia to Amos Wight. Ben conghatulates Amus
*  his marndicge. Refenence {4 made that he, Moore, usvi!
*  an "unprofessconal surgical bnife" to perjorm an

¥ operation. A request 48 made fox Amos fo paw back

: fecs due on a nofe,

»
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My 01d Friend

It has been some time Since [ have had the pleasure of Seeing nr * ver
hearing of you. 1 had long since Came to the Conclusion that you had re
turned to the atlantic States. But yesterday I had the pleasure of Meet-
ing with Wm Peacock who informed me that you had sometime since abandoned
the D1d ship of Bacherlerism and were now Enjoying the Tuxuries of doutle
blessedness. As it was the first intimation I had had of your cood luck
you will not think me tardy in sending you my conaratulations and wishinn
you all the joys and comforts which Our Conmon Father has laid up in his
Store house above for his Creatures here on this earth. Since 1 Saw you
My 1ife has been as Yaried as it well Could Sometimes in big luck;
infact [ may say all the time big. But not all good. by any means. This
year Everything has gone against me. My entire Crop overflowed so such
an Extent that I shall not reallize one dollar from it. | suppose ynu
heard of my unfortunate difficulty with Rowe. It cased me much trouble
and nearly all I was worth to get out of it, The Jury decided that the
knife | used on him was not be found in any surcical case of instruments

that they had ever seen; and thought it decidedly unprofessional to

perform such operations if they could be avoided. But from the evidence
before them they weve bound to Clear me, Some of my friends made Dath

that they considered me one of the most amiable men they had ever Known

2,0



You can be your own judge as it recards my amiability as you have Known
for some time. Crops here lock remarkably well but would be much better
if we could have a rain ¥hite, I am from necessity compelled to call on
you for the ballance due me for Back fees all so the ballance due on the
Sheldon MNete which I gave up to you at the Texas Rancho in December fifty
four You will reccollect you were to have sent me the money the next
January; The bailance due me at that time was a fraction overy fifty
dollars. But you have the note and can see exactly what it will amount
to. The Ballance on Ranch feess [ think was some Seventeen or Eiahteen
dollars By attending to the above at your earliest convenience vou will
confer & gqreat favour on me as I am in verry straitened circumstances
at this time: you can send me a draft on Wells Fargo & Co at Suisun
City

Give me all the news when you write and direct your letters to
Cordilia P. 0. Selano Co.

Yours in haste, Ben W. D. Moore

7\
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Docember 25, 1857

*

3 .
* *
* £
*  The letter {s from Aunt ELizabeth Glass n Kentucky to  *
* Amos. She describes extnemely throubfed times. Oul of 9
' hecessity, she sofd Hemwuy, who befonged to Amos. Thés v
* /s an example of a very difficult Letten to deciphex. Mg
* 1t iy interesting 2o note that in the §irat half of »
*  the {inst page, Aunt GEass remanks that four years is *
¥ too Long fo walt o see Ames and Fanny. She says she 2
¥ Vmay he in eteanity by that time." She died March TE, .
* 1§61, abeut four yeans grom the Lime this tetfer was ¥
¥ waiiten. X
* ¥
. .
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Dear Amos

1 received yours yester day wich gave great Satisfaction to hear from
you 1 ws {was) in hops (hopes) your long delay of wrighting you was
coming home as the cars coms in half mile of mee from Touisvill but you
have aot your thout her Self I hope She will influence you to Com and
1ot us see our new conetctionfwe are both ancicus to See hir William
gives his best love and wishes to you and his new and only Sisterf/my niec
{(niece) you must tak good care of my Amos as he is one of my sons/U have
but too bee Cind {kind) to each otherfthen you will be happy 0 how 1
would 1ike to see you both Amos fore years fs to long for me to wait I
may be in eternity by that time [ want to See you be fore I die and tell
you A1l of my troubels which you dont know mor blieve but So it is i
must bare them the best 1 Can I never new what troubel and hard tims way/
you know I feel the affects now/thare is Almost a perfect faliour (failure)
of A1l Crops of grain and vegitabeS

Willi went in to the ln’ traid last auqustfwas year in hops to make
somethingflast winter and this is so very hardfthe drouth this Surmer and
hard frost in September has maid all most a totel faliur (failure) of every
thing [he put in about forth acers (acres) of oats/did not rais as many as

he soed (sowed) on the ground We rented aroundjut in betwn (between)
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forth five and fifty acers of corn we did not raise one hundred bushels
So it is throu the hole Countery except in the river botoms the mitts
and the ohio is froven (frozen) up as nothing Can be had to keep Stock a
11ve[’Nill1am is leosing almost 211 his hogs  Som peopel has lost nerly
all with Som dese (disease) and the want of food William has lost not
less than Seven hudred doliars worth Since he bouoht and maid not one
dollar he is out of hart and most despnding I am afraid he will Amos
you know we have now (no) money to by with he is now try to get Som food
when thare Comes a thaw in the riverfthat is all the Chance /wod in
Touisvill {s Seven dollars a Cord /coa] seventy cents fore a bushel

Amos you may think hard of mee for what | have don but necesity maid
me do it 1 have Sold henery for three hundred dollar due in April next
1 cany Say eny thing bout the hier of him yet 1 thouaht I miaht as well
have the use of the mony as Not. or others Amos it Shall be more than
two thousands to you dont think hard of mee I have a leven (eleven)
blacks and Something els and now (no) one but vou and William to leve
it to you both I thought it the best sell him kep the rest. A1l I
want is you and william to seport me deasently my life time the balance
is yors both I will right cain (zgain) on the subkect wen | Can

you want to know what Elizabeth and hir too boys john henery and
Amos William would bring thay easly fetch fifteen hundred /negros is
very hi here [ would not Sell hir She has sayd (said) she would be
willing to folow you to California I cant Say whare She is at this time/
take hir with you and hir wait on your wife Elizabeth Cars a very good
name]hllso did you know doc MclIszac is not abel to by hirfhe is
making nothing,benjamun Wight lost emely this fall She died at Syleses

and myria houss Sy is rather behind handg(and) has lost so many horses
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Some Seven or eight.

I have tan littel babys Mars and Synthas and too older ones five
and three yars old the rest all abel to work we have rented eighty
acers of ground this yar at teco dollars per acer if we fail this year
you may both lok out of your doore and See us all Coming thare or we will
go to Texs /william would go in a minit if he Cold (could) I never an
to Nison william has not bin thare since March I Cant tel much what
thare a doing 1 must bring this to a Close as 1 ame very tived my
helth is very qood and I am thankful te the giver of all things it is
the best gift of god my love and best wishes and Williams to you and

your better half Flizabeth Glass

-37-
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Novemben §, 1559

The feiter 44 from James A, Smith «n Nevada City o
Cousin Fanny. Reference {8 made o baby "Kassy",

Amcs's and Famny's finst boxn. Amos 8 apparentiy
away from home on a visit to Kentucky. He seems o

1 3
¥
¥
*
3
L3
*
*
be nccompanying "Annia’, Smith's wefe on the tadp. :
*
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{Cousin) Fanny

I hope you will forgive me for not wriahtina before this time But as
1 have Just gottin a letter from Annia I thousht it my duety to drope you
a few 1ins to let you know how she is she thinks that she will qit well
as she has got intirly free of pains and is stronger than she was when she
left this Country She says she has not heard from Amos since he left hur
Fathers house She seemes to be very uneasy abought him as he promist to

wrinht to hur when he got with his friends as he thoucht of starting back
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before Octoberfif he did not he said he woold Call and see hur before he
returned to this Cuntry if you have had letters from him you must wricht
to hur to that efect as she seems to think a oratedel) of him for his kind
tretment to hur while in his Charge on the way home (to Kentucky?) She
says Frank is well and as spritly as he Can be [ do truly hope you and
your swet babe is well and also you Father famly give my respects to
them I have thought strange that Ames has not rote to me or Aunt Glass
one as I sent hur a draft sum ten months ago and have not heard from hur
since or the draft eaither you must wright to me end let me know if
thare has any thing hapned and how you and Kassy are netting alonyg and
also how Amos was and aunt Glass was when you last heard from them and
when Amos is 1ikely to returne and tell him when he dos returne howe he
must wright to me and 1 will Come down and see him my helth is qood as

yousal hoping that you are well and happy vour friend and relation

Jas A Smith

direct yours to Navada city Navada County
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While on a recent motor trip, I had the opportunity to visit
Shepherdsville, the county seat of Bullitt County in Kentucky. After
having spent considerable time reading and examining Aunt ETizabeth
Glass's letters to Amos, it had special meanina to visit the area
where these letters originated. It almost seemed like I expected
this part of the country to still be experiencina "hard times" as she
described them. Instead, the countryside looked as prosperous as any
other farming community of Tennessee or Kentucky.

In the microfilm department of their County Library, 1 found the
following 1860 census:

11 August 1860 Census

"Belmoni Furnace Post Office District #4 County of Bullitt

Flizabeth Glass age 66 Born in Md. Real estate §1,600
Personal 58,000

*, A. White age 38 - listed as Farm Laborer"

*(W. A. White was a brother of Amos Wiaht)

Across the street, in the courthouse, the Great Book of Wills
{1836-1853) gave me a chance to see a copy of Aunt Glass’s original
will, 2 codicils and a later inventory and appraisal of her personal
estate.(photocapy of same follows)

Aunt Elizabeth Glass died March 18, 1861.
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December 9, 1563
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¥ From (7) unsdigned Leiter of Carson City to Uncke *
*  Beany. Handwiiting matehes (denticalfy with that of .
¥ James Smith (Letten to Fanny, November 1859), 1t 4is .
¥ dnteresting how this Lettex got info the possessdon o
*  pf Amos affen it was sent 2o Kentucky to Uncle Ben ’
Y Wight. 1t 48 mainly tatking about Amos, Cousdin %
¥ Smith in Carson City 8 doing alf he can Lo get Amos y
* o Ligquidate his Kentucky slave holfdings. He made the be
*  statement, "1 have no Ida that he (Amoa] even will xe- *
* fww to Ky as his pecple on his wife people wont X
*  heare to hes Leaving them and another fact s he 48 to %
*  proude spireted o ever aetuine there with Less than ¥
¥ he Left with." Also, Smith thinks the "institution »
: 04 Staveny has gone by the boxd," :
* *

3 ¥ X33 IR A FFFRY R R YRR ERERRE YRR T

Dear Uncle Benny

Having not heard from you for some time with in a few days past and
having got a letter from Amos Wight Saying that you Said you Could Sell his
negros for so much in areen Backs and asking me at the Same time what |
thought was best for him to do I advised him to 1et you Sell and in order
to incoreg him to Sell 1 told him to tell you to Sell mine which | do not
wish you to do I have had no thought of Selling mine and my reason for in-
coring him to Sell is this I have no Ida that he ever will returne to ky
as his people or his wife people wont heare to his leaving them and
another fact is he is to proude spireted to ever returne thare with leSs
than he left with and to be Canided (candid) with you unleSs he picks up
more Coreg and has more industry than he has had for the last few years
he will never will be able to Come as he desres tharefore I advised him
to Sell and as | onstly think the instution of Slavery has aqone by the
bord [ think you had better Sell them for him for what vou Could obtain
for them would be of vitle importence to him for it might inable him to

go at Sumthing that he might do better than he has done heartefore [ do

Ll



not wish you to think I have rote this with anny desine to inger him in
your estemation for God knows if thare {s a man on earth I luve it Amos
he is to good harted for his one good and is as honerble as anny man on
earth but you know as well as I do he never like to pute his Sholder to
the wheel and thare is the grate Seckret of his not doina as well as he
might do 1 was for the first time thinkina do day that as long as I
have too and thay both gris that if you thouoht it best [ would like to
have the boy you hived to Mr. Riley when T was there as [ do not think

I will ever Sell mine I thought if I did by him and the instutfon goes
down I Could Stand the 1oSs and if it dos not it woold be better to have
all of one famly So if Amos has requsted you to Sell them and it will
not inger the Saile of the balance to take the boy from the lot you may
Set him down to me at what ever you think woold be rite or at the Same
price you Can obtain from anny one els If you woold rather I woald not
purches him let him go with the rest [If you should keep the boy for me
please State the pricefI will have to pay Ames either in Gold or Curncy/
it woold make no diference wich T woold have to pay/he woold ait the
advanteq of the exchange between heare and thare [ think he rote me that
you Could get $500 dollars in green backs for him if So wy I could aive
him the Same heare green backs are genrely worht more heare than thare/
IT you Should keep the boy for me | woold 1ike for you to keep him with
you as [ woold rather you woold train him and have no Compensation than
have him hired out and Spoilt I think it more than Tikely that I will
returne thare in the Corse of twelve or fifteen months and locate per-
mently for the balance of my days [ have Sold out in California all with
the exception of a Speculation I have over thare and the results of that
will be known by Soring/l could Sell that now fore thousznd five hundred

dollars but think I will deo betier.
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At the conclusion of reading these letters, many of which are in
reference to dealings with slaves, their ownership and inheritances
of slaves, we stop to think of what was happening &t this time in our
American history. In the very last letter, Mr, Smith does remark that
the institution of slavery has probably "oone by the board"., By this
time, Aunt Glass had been gone two years already and ironically much of her
concern about wiiling her slaves to William or Amos or James had been for
naucht, The abolition of slavery was guite close at hand, Martin &
Gelbers dictionary of American History explains how the Emancipation
Proclamation issued in September, 1862,did not apply to border states and
Kentucky was one of four of these border states, However, abolition of

slavery was to scon follow.

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION ARTICLE

*Emancipation Preclamation. Issued by President Lincoln on
September 23, 1862 as a war measure designed to gain world public
support of the Unfon cause, It provided that all slaves sould be
declared free in those states still in rebellion against the
United States on January 1, 1963. Under these provisions slaves
were freed only in those states which after that date, came under
the military control of Union armies, The proclamation did not
apply to the border states of Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland and
Missouri, nor to that part of the Confederacy aiready occupied by
Northern troops such as Tennessee and parts of Virginia and
Louisiana. Several states availed themselves of the opportunity
to adopt ABOLITION measures in 1864 and 1865. It should be
clear from the above that the document did not abolish slavery
as it is commonly believed. Abolition did not occur until the
adoption of the 13th Amendment in 1865.

*Dictionary of American History by Michael Martin and Leonard

Gelber - Littlefield, Adams & Co., Totowa, New Jersey, 1972.
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Amos Wight, Tlater in 1ife became somewhat active in civic affairs.
From information obtained from the book of minutes in the Yuba County
Courthouse, {t was found that he served as Justice of the Peace of
Long Bar Township. He was elected in 1877. Following the September 3,
1879, election he was elected to the Board of Supervisors, receiving
315 votes which was 2 large majority. The two men running asainst him
trailadwith 37 and 33 votes respectively. This would indicate that he
was quite well known andpopular in the community. It was interesting
to read about resolutions introduced by him and some that were adopted.
He served on the board from 1880 until the end of 1882.

In the last years of his Tife, he served as Oirector of the Browns
Valley Irrigation District and held this position at the time of his
death in 1898, From time to time, the newspaper, the Appeal, as it was
called then, had news articles of Amos's civic activities. He voiced
his opinion publicly in this December 28, 1889, newspaper articie in

regards to an issue on irrigation.

Enthusiastic for Irrication

Ex-Supervisor Wioht Discourses on the Browns Valley District.

A. S. Wight, of Brown's Valley, who is one of the leading
spirits in the movement for irriocation in the foothills, and
has frequently said that he would be willing to pay the pre-
sent price per acre of his land for a water supply, was in
town yesterday and expressed himself as greatly pleased with
the survey as far as it has gone in the Brown's Vallev
irrigation district,

"I am not satisfied, though," said Mr. Wight, "with the way

in which some of our own people are bucking acainst it. 1

can readily see why a certain few are doina so, and that fs
because they expect to make a “ew dollars by some little

scheme which will benefit them only. The irrigation district
has been formed, and we are coino to work and the kickers can't

stop us, Water we will have, and plenty of it. Every
day that qoes by and every deflar expended makes my land
enhance just so much in value, and [ tell vou the richest
part of Yuba county will be in the foothills when our
ditch is compieted.”
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AMOS SMITH WIGHT - DIED JUNE 11, 1898 - AGE 77 MALE - WIDOWER - BORN
IN KENTUCKY - CAUSE OF DEATH OLD AGE. This single Tine entry from
the Yuba County Clerk-Recorder's Office seems almost too brief and
insignificant to record his life's ending.

A further search of the Daily Democrat files, revealed that the
residence and barn on the A. S. Wight place was destroyed by fire January
3, 1900. "The loss will reach nearly $1,000".

It is now time in this account of Amos's life to explain why he was
called "Hooppoie Wight" by his fellow supervisors. It was simply be-
cause he had mentioned that he came from "hooppole country”. (A Hooppole
fs a small young tree used for cutting hoops, as in barrel making).

In some future day, it is Tikely that some of his descendantswill
add to this sketchy account of Amos's life. As for me, I have enjoyed
looking into his 1ife and sharing what | could.

Our special thanks to Mr. Earl Ramey for his assistance through the
California Room of the Marysville Library and Denelda West, & great
granddaughter of Amos Wight, Mrs. West contributed many letters, photo-
graphs and information. Also, 1 would like to express appreciation for

the assistance [ received on my visit to the Bullftt County Courthouse

in Shephardsville, Kentucky this past summer.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Shirley Wilson, author of this article, arew up on a Minnesota
farm and received her early education in a one-room schoolhouse. A
registered nurse, Mrs. Wilson moved with her husband and children to
Sutter County from Escondido, Zalifornia in 1977. She now uses her pro-
fessional trajming as a volunteer with the Sutter-Yuba Health Department.
Her long abiding interest in history, especially of the California

mining areas, led her to become a member of the Community Memorial
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Museum Auxilfary in January of 1980. In reading through the Museum's
"Amos Wight Collection” of letters and documents, she became in-
terested in finding out more about the Tife of Amos Smith Wight.

This article is a result of her research which led her as far afield
as Bullitt County, Kentucky.

Wight, Amos S,
"Death at home on the Moncut”

Appeal Newspaper Junw 12, 1893
Hig’lt. Fmﬂy N-
“Fata) Buggy Accident”
Appeal Newspaper October 31, 1882
In Lang Bar towaship, Yuba county, October 28th,

Passing of 2 Pioneer Resident of
Yuba County

Aftar a somwhat extended iliness, full of years
and overteken by o genera) breaking down of the
systen conducive upon old age, A. 5, Nicht, one

Mrs. Fanny N. Night, wifo of Supevvisor A, S,
Wight, aged 46 years § monthe 23 days.

Fatal Accidant. -~ Mrs. Fanny B, Wicht, wifo of
supervisor A. S, Wight, mat with a fatal accident
on Saturday last. Their home 1s ahout five miles
northwest of Brown's Valley. Mrs. WNight had been
visi 3 married daughter, and about § p.;m, was
retuming in a bugay with a boy {her own} of about
ning years, Mhen anly a few hundred yards away
tfrom the house the harse took fright at some object
in the gathering darkness and shied. Worse, wacon
and &11 went off the arade and rolied to the bottom

of the oldest and bast knewn residents of this
county passed away at his home on Hooncut Creek
Saturday at 1:30 p.m,

The deceased, g native of Yentucky, had been a
resident of Yuba county for avery forty years and
at one time and another during that lepathy period
had filled in an honorable manner several official
pesitions in the county. At the time of his death
heé wis a dirsctor of the Browns Valley Irrication
Gfstrict In the adninistration of whose affairs he
had maintained a Tivaly interest from the date of
its earliest inception,

of the slopa, a fal) of sbout 20 feet. The horss

was uninjured, and at once ran away, leaving the

buggy & wreck behind him. The bay was badly cut on
the forehead, and loy stunned for some little time.
When he came to he found his mother lyinoe uncanscious
in a ditch beside him, Thére was water in the ditch
and he 11fted her head out of it. Then he made his
way to the house and told Mr, Wicht and Ha{nand

Farbes, the former's brothemn-m. mg ad :wppened.
They carried Mrs, Wight to house. ¢ neck seemod
:oefuve been broken.gbut they think she 1ived about trifle for the passina wayfarer.

teenty minutes after the accident. She leaves three A married daughter and one son were 1eft to mourn his
children. The funeral tock plag: y'e!:tergayam;:'i‘m. Toss. 3

mamo:;:c:agzg‘;tp?h? mgg'ana :he ;;-ovv. and J. WM. The funarzl services for the deceased will be helid at
Nilson, H. D. Coarbs, John Copeland, D. P. Newbert, K, his late residence on Monday at 2 p.n.  The interment
Mood and Wm. Jefferds acted as pallbearers. will take place at tne Koncut Cemetery,

0f 3 genial character our ole nel?nbar had made

and retained the friendship of & jarge acouaintance
among the citizens of this localtty, who while avare
for same time that his days were numbered, will yet
hear with sincere regret of his death,

Nere there move mon 0f the geptle, convivial nature
of the deceased in the world nany of the roucher
places would be snoothed over as 1ife's journey pro-
gresses and many a heavy load would be Yightened up a

A cenetery role search of the Hontut Cemetery did mot report 3 arave
mark site for sither Fanny or Amos,
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Thomas Truman Wight B. Dec, 15, 186} Mary Josephine Burrls B. Aug. 20,4652
Yuba Co. D. June 13, 1831 Sacramento, Callfornia,
0. Uec, 25, 1955

---‘.-'"'-v-————v.- ——
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Street sceene of Bangar, California ~ 1300 The Thomas T. Wights
reportedly lived in Bangar for a time—before moving to Berkeley in early

1500's, q 3
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Brown's Valley School District Schoel — Circa 1800 Scheol attended by Mrs. Thomas Wight
(Mary J. Burris) Location of schoel shown on bettem center section of Long Bar Platte



B S

{

) -
-l

R ~

|
=~ -
) et

E'"/' o.l' l'. ‘o ~~‘... .

| 2
f‘ ' = P
- t @ :
‘. — LONE B .
t "_"—,';.l- .
) v:\l'O/ Yu.‘ RIV
2 7>+ r—
' ’




Mo

e B P B B o5 o e P

O 00 0 00 00 5 00
RN E,s., Q&p O T A et w ‘f'r ST <. 3o ”‘-I.' 33 2 'é_';,.’;.{:i ¥
v :‘%’.@“ o5 .‘é’:}“ﬁ;ﬁt‘",:’:‘.‘é‘.‘:{;- ;‘;‘,@ i ;‘"&“',‘R' 25 SRR

frincipai Place of Business, Croamery Butlding, Browns Valley, Yuba Co,, Cal

= ¢ :Ef};'.m

W o o
T

CARPITAL

$10,000

wc';; ‘.,(: f;ji

INCORPORATED MAY 29, 1890,

PE A

'_‘S{- . Ve
P R &
wl

<=
o)
v

Ehemas (I alley, Cof, [)(f\«.-. . Ro. /_,.;7
T his :qf evfifies that .S }VA_"/&J,, i s B

‘-"F*'MLT-WO =

ik o lhe '/f";;.;//.,/ Tleek o (e
BROWNS VALLEY CREAMERY COMPANY.

Tramslsralde om the Books of Lite Compapry, sadijoct Lo Wie prorisions of the By -Laww, by enderacment be i 2nd sursvnder of shis Certisouls,

LY TV Parcaq

SECRETANY.

400 JHAREJS

$25 EACH,

CELL AP LN P LS LAL LN S P IRT LIPS LAEF

-
- .
LONG BAR TOWNSHIP
' = ETRY 1) SRS -c PR w4y -':.p "’lz_‘ .ty Mo v - 3 = --‘,' nk \- 'V.. ik, .:“‘ e o= TREE = . =
navL ‘ L . e .30-;‘. T:' & . - v .:': I-?:ZIl -a b et PR

foog War Ty Ll M. Il gsir ' LIS ST FE SN e, IS IS e N Ly e
[ TR SN straeteryy raisi, (LSS LR RIS A Vot v il Fumaer . A L b M

Votoy Thor I B i ie 1w s be aiwt 1k sl

v Ve L] Tart 87m ot I Wos g on soilh g Iaks hoTs
" (YR FE IR LT [P NN | B vl vl Viwa b LT L "
stk - 02 “=d? y | . Bowm. Ve Ty [ amere v el SN LA L
Pames ot | ol rher w 1e .. - ks | =e v M) ' Mgt In02 180 M s -
. ol S S O A -l w7 LLLEN ) 1 o r Voor el Ve Rontw & INTE s Beemne Naly T
bo @ar 0 by 1" 1. L B I 30 ’ Fareaey womth ) andema 1NN IS s - o~
3 K ([ | Parrws ot h ¥ g raw Mo i~ te bran ) L | L NI BT Posbsi v Ise) 1w o
i n Moo ameut L wiib By N 164 sy -~ - r ) ’ Woe aynn EENR I B ()
Pasrar Mo wile a» .- CRYIC, L] Er-wie A n I IS INs o
. - Now oW LT N} Irem a4 ou | bons b My Foana Sew b N NG 2
Nooa g Iy ax e %any Wiwtye [EPE 1ot oo & oo & b - o Fran Il I S
' 8 e Peaw N - - Imei fman Mot e TS hentn ke s s et "
Mooy 1, Yar 1y [ | INETSE [T L . ‘ foar AL FRDE LT L BT Now Nk [ R BT r Hue A
! Parnwe 5o e 1 anan g ® TR ) S L 2 | B . " | ) I RV W TS ()



e

S A 0

=- -' ;‘&'

-

3 s

- It

- ——
.

T
.
cl,.' P
e e —————

-
e

f Gl A A &
g

- L
,‘I."/:,.,..

-
« A2

g

— WY
|

———————. A S — i ————

The Yuba County Court House as it looked at the time Amos Swith Wight was supervisor in 1880 through 1882.



't o ) v 526 ' \)
'ﬂmv ey .aé»/?..i&rf
ke T vrdn:... g rz‘ [V 4 &’fga{.ﬂé :;2"?' 7{, .G'am ém«?]

Qﬁwé/.r/ r PNl el 4&.: :f/«-aé.; auct, Saeeshs Koot cloitet J;su

daits LTilo (‘/ *M_.:' Lozt ond Meﬁ M istdm
g o xt
(27 -t :-c..//o 2l /ngoé!&& Qecel ATTADsS eer i Zindd ety @54
LJ /fA./«-m-o &zraf M!uaﬁ &ee) !{d‘dé‘ UM“
foct

Lritid bk £ ek 1o f Histis MWL :@

- é #F /:o ’—:—de .c.uas zmrs R o Haicd
?».:.y "' * 43(1&&.3 }’,’3/44[8 d# JW/R?

(A«'n./ t-lfu. rm@é laf'mu/ /4
‘

', J!.L:iv

s J—m « S5 4aa6 ./64'“45 Zes sl &0

~ .r,é.ans ;‘wm e/ m)d;m(d’(yébw

' o J' n .u.n» s.n f?:."é«» d/gcfcdﬁ

‘ § ;'..h» e Af.. eyt M‘L &? /” /

| "/{f L/«-,/af( %M wm‘r:d’mymwdatﬁ et 0l aq."
WGrrth voesl .

-

{ e WA
yt..‘../ff Ve piss S e
. :{: ?&;Mvz m,-,s;,.,..x oS Gkt o f’ﬂm o

e/, 71 o A
.‘n’ 7 am.u(y’ fuz; L’aa; f ,Z:iu:js u&»fotfm‘;&d

u,m/ s s aud»mma‘ W.,&’szé Beree
Ainei oy uscs it loggocdecs, & Hone & OVbltp o g b, ofas]
Ll szz&umﬂz‘uw@mm»é /“(QA@Z“

é\é/ Ferrl Poanal wf AM Lue, t(ﬂf—‘fr‘#j@
Gyl st ol L s Guirts sy Loued 5:0
.f-: t" e /.8:—w«0¢ 4«“’:‘:/‘.0 A/M 473'4“)
m-JJn ey -y et L] #.éul(‘ﬁ‘é?é o By ﬁdw fﬂc-&c@zﬂy
44}1«: (/c» ety aé(& ﬁ‘l/ 4‘-&7” { &iusd
}» Fita sl oy P32 27 waﬁms'vefm-c élél @cob oed ﬁ
iy Rran? wnp) Frere deesls 8fy et o f“‘ P
,A: " A‘J::"Mf(w.sum& Q/W aﬁ"@/
Woauer Y -’: o= wlhtn X Ko critinlts / /mJlﬂ‘aé‘mmm
{ ) u‘(’/'e‘. lad .«/f/néx/f?ﬁdu‘ & pul.‘!S éda‘f(":;ﬂexd&x{lﬂhé
e sns £ e/ ! Basak xl/a”'{fé/..da/my T, Q/M'WJ% #2&#«
t’/.‘ o 2lad af i ? iy g ol s Prseels /d.a*{/fnf_’)dg*d
‘p:"’a\.(u-n G git's Lscomatoe o i Jm"? D) -
ezt ﬁ?a&ng é’:j

- ¢ 7 -
.g«;} = e

8



%ﬂu &2‘&3 {g/%m Ree s @Q«&/maé 2 5%;) @/AA)J ;
220 o5 .//6@:4@4)774%44&&«3 7?Z Loee 2es .:WM
@/ﬂé%/fdﬁ/u/ﬂﬁaﬁ/é’ aﬂy a.a/u :
N U7 T8 /zzZz?.a.e...) ﬁ' 8% _z/zza.é'tf Pltre o %&3{&’0 {&mc/ da.dd Wd&éﬁ
an:é .ﬁ{na{ (Hrllh v //d'wzJ 3 ;/Z”MJ e/ L 220 Desed lod &u

Wl ek /é%z— Zf:) YA Ad‘}‘/,%%/}mj

lr o 4&@ 01{4(4’1 C'(//{'L ,}ﬁf‘r«/ Yy /f’: ) > %M a2 _’ /(21‘
| 76 ortef @Um 02 V. c-/r.) .44) e ol g .« /s &?/ azd ef”.{;

-E?M/ @/f ‘Jd/(/ C‘g -

—.5’—

ém«&; S oA
<t A 7 Sncsais dhdl] of 2y Dty ok o e
mm & e zsﬁwwzzé; 1, mgxyf/ 725
fr @%4//}’ aﬂé}g '1727 it aclly Lorereecos o ? % % Qeceas.
/(:Z borvoctecoo st s /f/*'«/ 66M1/ reeeor o6, % é?z

@/ﬁf e JC//’E//:A’ Geechs M//e) "Jé %(o (f?/ rarror el éaaé 20
/z;qz /87 wzzJ :44’(‘44/ YV IL) /} 27/ @d[/ R oried

@/(LZZ /a?-'«/.a/zz e 5e a—zJIZF{J '27{.?(/ /é / é&//dff@/tgé'/ Zoreot,

it Z?Z (‘e‘f&ead dr./rzzmaaé t’p/ 60&? dég -éf;// i eezandeob -,

(@[»gzz Cerre/ é<4> of Zorea) a’ﬂJ z2an (uwd /Zwaueaé % aa.aé Oraloce s

A é /z.e.ﬂf)-’.(cré .4/4' Ma% ("7[ o lde> M?Z& e ra) .¢¢¢J

s

ok .@/ﬂ@’m.@é

49



514
. af{wa—a.( Gatris Loz Gk 27 S Wl 1562
5‘/59 Lefri | o mz e Hinny @"a(’gzd Bsomidlealr. il s Wil ammscsrects
& @l f g M cﬁc—-@ff o or Hesas 1&6‘ 4 G/ftanmfé QI’ '
mx?‘o?;,f?u 2 Pazols a?' 2, Jyo.o 4»-;/ L 7/«4,-0 Fovenss 4 '

pvu.l 2 A—:«m ':.t-dtd

fracde /ha.xnca.é ’(Q f Laeoh ;:a.aa.‘u d«.:.’»auuﬂ: gferr 6]
Lirewd _

@ byl et & P amente 8

/ e~ ’gb?_%aa& Noﬂ/,
#_ S P | .'{ y o l)p-?f [ 4 li[f Rkl éﬁ'ﬁ: /“‘&J-
0'-7 -‘c‘:uca(: w’/ &' a’ay%xﬁuy /IEGs //

/{2“ A ézz«/éur /{5946“59. .

| M ufto_/:;.mh

Rar sl Aﬂtaf‘/lwu o ?7(!1.! bt estorre e 2 &
{40 o4 t??eéf/g Gts s ? Mézgw /w“;i o5 LA
It‘-/l;& &dm‘m// adinr

CAreZer |

(A, B fleceters Aicrs ek /5‘;"'/;‘@% f 6o ni
Miﬁ nOf /(kanéuw(”*‘\ /I;(f/! )/;:r el ./m/ /r’ad-[,.

Haezd el ITE

_ R awés& .frma% 644#3 Heass 1w,

Ve Mg d

ehits o/ (ks (s Tins Baaritl &/mma LD B Z,
/ [ y 250l (Pieeded Vo
R Bt Sadod; 7o. o0
/ ¢ By ek, ; gD
Z T, Y
. Erp. o7
Fltrekias oEE D
Eabe . R e
it Denzds : GEC AT
.-%a-n’éy .‘ T ra!
g it .| Feo.00)
AL Fov. 7o |
ﬂ?ﬁﬂm 3 Goa &2
(Tatd 5&5 /2, oo
(Gt e/ff’?}!q/ - Lo

eva déﬂ'ﬂé Levanies 288 » ﬁ:
]L/{dma B 1t ?6’ é’ ;\ 2&// il ﬂ

m" a/.w as Crme ?5"*-7
.Axﬂ

gﬂ&&(l; ved @’»/

/fo o @n//-" :/ rE fr i g / Lireacdeorarls p vt Lilty cadts podf
{' wup (o ap afl /:h v fenion o &/’n’ai’v i Y 74, A’,/,/ é""‘/&




	1980 4 Oct Vol XIX part 1
	00a
	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48
	49
	50

	0This bulletin is continued in Part 2

