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SUTTER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

NEWS BULLETIN

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY

Fdu,arc Ecen, President

Eiaine Tarl<e, Vice President

Celia Ettl
Consrancc Cary

De,,vev Cruenrng

Elaine Tarke

E.dq'ard Eden

Constance Cary, Secretarl,
Wanda Rankin, Treasurer
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Ronald Ross

Fred Cove.ll

C.C Epperson, Jr.

Wanda Rankin

Randolph Schnabel

Norma Poffenberger

The News Builetin is published quarterly by the society at yuba city.
California. The annual membership dues includes receiving the News Bulletin.
.At the Apri.i 1987'Dinner Meeting it was voted to change the By-Laws to
combine the memberships of the society and the Museum. This in turn
requires raising the dues of the Society to the amount of the Museum dues.
The 1988 dues schedule will be:

Student/Senior Citizen, Librar y 57 .50

Individual $t:.OO
Familv SZ_:.OO

Business 550.00
Sponsor Stoo.Oo
Corporate/Benefactor SI,OOO.OO

The membership will receive The Historical Soc.iety Bulletin and the Muse News,
1096 discount at the Museum Gift Store, advance notice of special events
such as ['luseum Galas and Historical Society Tours and invitations to exhibit
ooenings.

Dues u'ill be due as of January I, 198g.

,An index and file of all the past issues of the Bulletin may be found in Sutter
Countl' Library, Yuba County L.ibrary and at the Community Memorial Museum.
Exrra copies of the Bulletin may be purchased at the Museum for 52.
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SUTTER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING

ocT. 20. 1987

COMMUNITY MEMORIAL MUSEUM

7:30 P.M.

SPEAKE,R: ANITA LANEY

lt
ilDo come and hear her

Marysville's interesting

titillating tales of some

characters.

PLEASE NOTE THE 1988 DUES SCHEDULE ON THE INSIDE OF THE FRONT

COVER. DUES ARE DUE JANUARY ISt OF EACH YEAR. IT DOES MAKE

THE TREASURER'S JOB EASIER TO NOT HAVE TO SEND REMINDERS AND

ALSO SAVES MONEY FOR THE SOCIETY.

i(J()rJ€)CJ+J()CJ(XJ()eJ(rr*JeJ(Jt*J(iFJ(J(*rF)Fi+XJ(r**X*t(**J(J()e***J+X*J()e.r(++*J+*+J(JCJ(ie*JaJ(J(JeJeJ(X+JC)e+)CJ(**

TO ALL OF YOU WHO DIDN'T TAKE OUR TOUR OF THE SACRAMENTO

HiSTORY CENTER AND THE RAILROAD MUSEUM YOU REALLY MISSED

A LOVELY DAY AND EXPERIENCE. I DO HOPE YOU WILL TAKE THE

TIME TO DO THE TOUR ON YOUR OWN.



Director's Report

Autumn, to many people, means the end of summer fun, leaves changing

color and dying, everyone going back to the same old routine. To the staff

and volunteers at the Museum, autumn means taking a deep breath and

plunging into new adventures. Our most exciting adventure has been the

arrival of the Museum cookbook, Yesterday and Today. So far the response

io the book has been overwhelming and very gratifying. With its blend of

old and new recipes and hints, the cookbook is enjoying a very widespread

popularlty that is sure to make it a number one best seller at Christmas

time.

Accompanying the cookbook is a brand new exhibit on the culinary

history of Sutter and Yuba counties. The exhibit includes a culinary timeline

highlighting both nationai and local movements in cooking, and offers a

glrn-rpse of unique and, sometimes, seemingiy indigestible recipes from the

past. An especrally interesting part of the exhibit is a photo album, loaned

to the Nluseum by the Sutter County Library. In the album are photographs

made f rom glass plaJe negatives that were used in a i920s pamphlet on

Sutter County. The photos are fascinating, and we are indebted to the

library for rts kindness in loaning them to us.

Other adventures about to begin at the Museum rnclude Christmas

ornament workshops (one a month until December) to decorate the Museum

Chrrstmas tree. This year the theme of the tree is 'rA Heartfelt Christmas"

emphasizing a country motif . AII of this industrious ornament makrng is,

of course, Ieading up to the Museum's annual Trees & Traditions Christmas

Cala to be hetd on Saturday, December 12, from 5:00 to 8:00 P.M. Tickets

this year witl be $tZ.:O per person and may be purchased from a Museum

Commissioner or at the Museum.

In its second year as a "new" tradition is the Museum's Christmas

Open House scheduled for Monday, December 21. Hot cider and cookies

i"iii be served throughout the day, with a special children's story hour at

1:00 P.il'l. Open house is an adventure of the qureter variety, but a lovely

tr':rdition that adds to the holiday season.

In January, the Museum and the Historical Society will be embarking on

a brand new adventure when we merge the two memberships. As we work out

the bugs in this new system, we hope that you will be patient with us. Until

then, happy (adventurous) holidaysl



MEMORIALS TO THE TRUST FUND & AG BUILDING FUND

Joseph Benatar & Staff
Joseph Benatar & Staff
Fred & Helen Covell

Frances G. King

Edwina A. Atterbury &
James & Virginia McElroy

Suzanne Reynolds

Olive E. Page

P.ggy & Bob Burns &
Elmer Miller

Georgia & Bill Erich
M/M Robert W. Fremd

Suzanne Reynolds

Mary Carnegie

M/M Chris Chandler &
M/M Roger Chandler

Fred & Helen Covell

Esther Fortna

M/M Ross Madden

M/M Ross Madden

Louis, Betty & Frederick Tarke
M/M George Post

Jim & Alberta Gilpatric
M/M Roberr B. Scott & Family
Lena & Ray Frye, Carol Rae &

Jon Hoffman

M/M Joe Benatar

Richard & Ela.ine Tarke & Family
Burwell & Loretta Ullrey
Virginia Pierce

Louis & Betty Tarke

Bud & Carmen Frye

Bud & Carmen Frye

Bud & Carmen Frye

Mrs. Phi.lip Holmes

Grover & Meriel Davis

Dan Hewitt

M/M Jim Justeson

In memory of Irene Hewitt
In memory of Francis T. Comarsh
In memory of Rollin Banta

In memory of 3oe Gruenthal
In memory of Frances Benham

In memory of Edith Fremd

In memory of William Ellis Donaldson

In memory of William Ellis Donaldson

In memory of Ellis Donaldson

In memory of Ulysses S. Frye
In memory of U.E. Frye
In memory of Ulysses Frye
In memory of Ulysses Frye

In memory of Ulysses Frye
In memory of Ulysses Frye
In memory of Marden Poole

In memory of Ulysses Frye
In memory of Ulysses E. Frye
In memory of Ulysses Frye
In memory of U.E. Frye
In memory of Ulysses E. Frye
In memory of Ulysses Frye

In memory of Ulysses E. Frye
In memory of Ulysses Frye
In memory of Ray M. Carrothers
In memory of U.E. Frye

In memory of William E. Donaldson

In memory of U.E. Frye

In memory of Roger Hensley

In memory of William Donaldson

In memory of Fred Rolufs

In memory of Ulysses Frye

In memory of Harold S. McNally Sr.

In memory of Harold McNally



Norma Justeson

Betty Lou Goodman

Ron & Mary Ann Gribbett
Mrs. Amanda Hale

Norman & Loadel Piner

Norman & Loadel Piner

Norman & Loadel Piner

Vivian & Donald Hills
M/M David T. Powell Jr. &

Mrs. David Powell Sr.

Adah R. Borchert
Wanda Rankin

John & Connie Cary

Hap & Marie Campbeli

Mr & Mrs Gerald Allen
trred & Helen Coveli

Mr & Mrs H. E. Edmonds

Mr & Mrs Larry Harris

Walter & Jane Ullrey

Walter & Jane Ullrey
Mr & Mrs Geraid F. Alten
Dick & Bee Brandt

Walt & Celia EttI
John & Connie Cary

Mr & Mrs Robert E. Randolph

Wanda Rankin

Caroline S. Ringler

Mr & Mrs Gerald Allen
Hap & Marie Campbell

Mr & Mrs R. A. Schnabel

R. A. Schnabel

Jack & Helen Heenan

Jessamine Powell

Bee & Dick Brandt

Mr & Mrs James Clark
Wanda Rankin

Mr & Mrs John Cary

Mrs Elmer C. Smith

In memory of Harold McNally

In memory of Harold McNally

In memory of Haroid McNaily

In memory of Harold McNally

In memory of Ulysses E. Frye

In memory of Harold S. McNally

In memory of Hazel McRae

In memory of Harold McNally
In memory of Harold McNalty

In memory of Harold S. McNally
In memory of Warren Thornton

In memory of Loretta Casebolt

In memory of Bruce Dallas

In memory of W. Logan Sears

In memory of Logan Sears

In memory of Robert Verne Mcpherrrn

In memory of William E. Donaldson

In memory of Ray Carrothers

In memory of J. C. Duggins

In memory of U. E. Frye

In memory of U. E. Frye
ln memory of U. E. Frye

In memory of Henry R. Spoto

In memory of Uilyses E. Frye

In memory of Harold S. McNaily

In memory of Harold S. McNally

In memory of H. S. McNally

In memory of Juanita Boggess

In memory of Hanry Spoto Sr.

In memory of Alvin R. Aaronson

In memory of Haroid S. McNaliy Sr.

In memory of Harold S. McNally Sr.

In memory of Robert Bryant
In memory of Bili Greene

In memory of Bill Greene

In memory of W. A. Greene Jr.

In memory o{ William A. Greene



ft4r & Mrs Ken Onstott In memory of Wm. A. Greene
Nina B. Johnston In memory of William A. Greene Jr.
Mr & Mrs Gerald F. Allen In memory of wm. A. Greene Jr.

)D- H. Gruening In memory of william A. Greene Jr.
Mr & Mrs Edward L. Miller In memory of william Greene Jr.
Caroline S. Ringler In memory of Wm. A. Greene Jr.
Kathleen & Joseph Ruzich In memory of Biil Greene
Howard Mayfield In memory of Ray Lay
Bee & Dick Brandt In memory of William Greene
lr4rs Myrtle Newcomb In memory of Wiltiam A. Greene Jr.
Orlin & Johanna Schuler In memory of Bill Greene Jr.
Walt & Celia Ettl In memory of Wiltiam Greene
N.4r & lvks Duane pangle Outright Gift
Ray & Lena Frye In memory of Wm. Greene
Roy & Estelle welch In memory of Bill Greene Jr.
I\{rs. Bess Harmon In memory of Wm. Greene
Dan & Jean Jacuzzi In memory of Harold McNally
R.E. & Lucille Berry In memory of Lois Dempster
Mary Gillis In memory of Horace "Swede', Haraughty
Vincent & Dorothy Lo Forte In memory of Harold McNally
l\1r. & Mrs. Gerald A. Frye In memory of Donald R. Anderson
Bill & I\{elanie Forderhase In memory of Harold McNally



STJ}IDAY JULY 19, I9B7

DEAR RANDY & SHIRLEY:

I KEEP SAYING TIIAT I DONIT HAVE ANYTHING ],IORE TO WRITE ABOI]T,

I'JIIM{ OUI OF TITE BLUE OC }{ES Ai\T IDEA ],IKE T}IIS LATEST ONE ABOI]T SKIINO.

IN IgBZ, AFTER READI\IG AN /, itTrCLE ABOIJT 1dH\IDELT, RoBIE rN THE SACRA)5I:TO

BEE, I I/IROTE T0 HIM AND IlE IMI{EDIATELY CAILED l"IE T0 SAY H01,,' GLAD IIE T,^IAS

TO I{EAR FROI'{ }m AFTER ALL 0F THOSE YEARS, I SFNT }IM l'fY ]'{INNESOTA AND

YUBAC,TTY STORIES, l,,ry{ICH TiE M.IJOYED VERY }1UCH A}ID PASSED THEi"i OI{ TO STUART

FnqrnrrD DDraarDET{T 0F HEART FEDERAL It{ AiIBUB}I. HE, T00, CALLm }iE, ANDr vvMLt r illvIJ

EOTii OF TilEli 1,IROTF T0 IlE. (l,,,ElIDtrLL tdAS TIIE FOTINDER 0F ffiART FEDERAL. )

AS I IIAS 'dRITIliG TtiIS ffir STORY, I DECIDED TIIAT MR. FOSTER SIIOITLD BE TTIE

FIRST ONE T0 RECIEIVE A C0PY A]'TD THE fl'{CL0SED LETTF{R CAME Ir,rriICH i4ADE ME

FEEL PRETTY GCOD. HE',,iAS SO }'IICE T0 SA'{D }'iE T}IE I;,IIRITEUPS A30IIT }IUI\IDELLIS

PASSING AI/IAY I}] 1984. T WAS SO GI,AD THAT \'TE I{AD TI{E CIIANCE TO RENE]hi OI,D

ACQUAINTAI\TCES, AT LEAST FOR A COIIPLE OF YEARS.

I HAVE RECEIVND }ANY T'AVOzu3LE RESPONSES I'ROM THE ONES ldI]O H}.VE RFAD

IT AND SOI,{E ARE PASSIi'TG T}iEpT OltT T0 OTHEBS, ND I FEEL }IO}IORD }IHm[ SOi'IEONE

FIIEI-S T'IlFiY ARE triORTIiY 0F SFIARING. My NORI;'IEGIAN FRIB\rDS IN TliE SONS 0F

i{0Rlr.rAY IODGE ;].AVE FNJOYED TilE STOBY.

]'fy LIFE SFEIIS T0 BE GETTING i,liORE E}:CITI-IIIG 1,',TTII EACH PASSI}IG YEAR.

r IIAD A WOI{DERFUi BSTrr BTRTTEAY PARTY rN MAY A}tD AM STrLL DOr}iG ALL 0F THE

THII{GS l,^iHICii I'VE BEm[ DOI]']G. I JUST FINIS}IID A]T IIOTJR TAPE 0F OLD RAGTI]'ffi

}IUSIC, INCLIJDII{G ''}[AP.LE LFAF RAGTI,IITI{E E]STERTAINERII, ETC. I CALL IT '']{YRTIS

BAGFiTL 0F RqGS" FECORDTD AT 85. SOI{E 0F l"ty FRIEI{DS NOW CALL I'tE 'r}lI},tsLE

FIIIGERS NE1lrC0l'B't, AND I'l"l S0 GI,AD l'fY FINGERS CAN STILL PLAY THOSE PIECES

I DO TIJEM CN THE PIANO I}iJ]CH HAS BEEI\T WONDERFIIT FINGIN TIIERAPY FOR ME.
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I Alf STILL DOING NEEDLffi\rOEK - THE A{CL0SED POCKET PIAQIIE IS TIm

LATEST. rr rs FoR LETI]ERS , BTLLS, RECTPFS, 0R hHATEVER. My NETGISOR

BROLTGHT ]\{E ONE FROI,I E)PO 86 FROM THE KOREAI{ BOOTH - IT IS IN BRTGIIT

cOLORm srrJ{s, BE GAVE }4E TIIE IDEA. S0 FAR, r HAVE MADE OVER FORTY 0F

TIIEM TO GIVE A'y.IAY. T THINK THE ONLY THING WH]CH I SM\IT TO YOIJ WAS THE

ROOSTER POTHOLDER A}ID HE }'{UST BE hIOFiI{ OUT BY NOW.

MY APPLE TREE }'IAS OVERLOADID THIS YEAR SO I HAVE BEEN BUSY I"IAKING

AIDPLESAUCE FOR THFF'REEZER. I AI,SO HAD A FEW APRICOTS AND AM NOIr GETTING

FREESTONFS FRO},{ FRIM{DS, SO FOR THE FIRST TTME ]N THREE YEANS UY FREEZER

IS FILLING [TP.

ALSO, T A1{ GETTING MY EXERCISE DOING EASY TIIINGS OUT IN TIIE YABD

BUT I DO KNO}I I//HM{ TO QIIITJ I REAI,LY M{JOY JUST BEING OUTDOORS.

IT I^IAS NICE TO HAVE A CHAT INTH YOU, SIIIRLEY, ND I DO HOPE YOU

]// Lt WRTTE YOIJR FA}{ILY SSOHY AS I FNEI THE BULLETIN NEMS TIIAT TTPE OF

IIISTORY. GET T0 I,ilORKr'BANDYl

YOU IIAVE BOT}I BEH.T SO KIND TO HSCOURAGE I{E TO KEEP ON WRITING AND

YOU FIRST INSPIRFD ME TO I/IRITE ABOIIT YmA CITY. THAT OltE IS STILT, I"IAKING

THE ROUI{DS A}ID BE]NG ts.{JOYID.

Mf NEPHEI,'X, BILL jCLEVELAND AND IIIIFE, STARTD l'fy BIRTIID$Y WEEK BY

CO}IING ON SUII{DAY WITH EVEBYTHING FON A CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH. I HAD JUST

FINISI]ID }'{Y SKI SOORY SO IiE OFFERED TO TAKE MT MASTER COPY A]{D MADE 24

ccPrES FOR l{8, 1II-IrCH r RtrALLY APPRECIATFD. THEy LIVE tN SACnAMNT0.

IVINA IIIAS TIiE ONE WHO PLANNM MY BTRTHDAY PARTY AT THE I,E}IOII TREE

ATD }IAD.EVET'I CONTACTED },{Y NIECE IN MEADCI^I VISTA AND SHN WAS THE BIGGEST

SITRPRTSE. sliE rs LIrEr,LAts DAUGI{TER AI{D CoMES D0h1{ FOR A VItrT qr,TTE

OFTEN. I HAVE INSPIRM HER l3-YEAR OLD GRANDSON TO PLAY zu.GTIME - HE

liAllTS T0 PLAY LrriE MEt r pLAvED Ti{E TWO WTTTCH r MFNTTO}IED AND HE SArD,

''tr.i0v;:II WHEN I FII{ISHM. DONICA BOIIGIIT HIM A SCOTT JOPLIN BOOK ON THEIR

tdAY HOIin. ALI FoR Nol^l - I{opE T0 sEE you s00N . 'ffn'T



HEART FEDERAL Stuart R. Foster
President

SA\/INCS & I,OAN

luiarch 26, I9B7

Mrs. Myrtle Newcomb
P.0. Bcx 144
Yuba City, CA 95991.

Dear Mrs. Newcomb:

It was really a pleasure to have heard front you again. Your writjng is
wonderful and I appreciate having the opportunity to share your remernbrances.

Wendell would have been very proud of your skiing story! The events that
you relate were all so special to hjm and you have truly captured the
sp'irit and excjtement of the early days of California sk'iing. It makes
me somewhat envious that I wasn't "around yet" to be able to participate
in those landmark events"

I enjoyed reading "Memory Lane." Through your thoughts, retnenibrances
and philosophies, it's evident that you do "enjoy living each day to jts
fullest" and we're all fortunate ihat you have shared your joy in life
with others. I'm return'ing your articles to you but have kept photocopies
here as your stories are irnportant records that 1'1 i enjoy reading again
in the fuiure"

Thanks for sharing your stories with me and I hope to hear from you soon"

Sincerely,

HEART FEDERAL SAVINGS
AND tgAN ASS0C!Ir{N

lZ*ltr€A
Stuart R. Foster
Pre s i dent

SRF: kh

P.O. Box 5110
Auburn, CA 95604

649 Lincoln Way
Auburn, CA 95603
Telephrrrre: (916) 823-7 283
(8oo) 42 I -7281



SNOW SKIING ]N MY I,IFETII"IE

TIIE HISTORY OF SKIII'IG IS A FASCTNATI}IG ONE AND ITS EVOLUTIO}I
T}IROUGII THE YEARS iN THIS CCUNTRY HAS EEEN TJIVBELIEVABTII. NORI.JEGI,ANS
MAY }IAVE BEEN A]"{ONG T}IE FIRST TO USE SI(IS IN NORI,IAY OUT OF NECESSTTY
AND BROUGHT TJJE TDEA OF SKIING FOR PLEASURE TO THIS COM,ITNY.

BEIJ{G OT }IOR'',,/EGIAN DESCENT, SKIIIVG CO}.18S NATIIRALLY, AND I HAVE
BEEN FORTI]}IATE TO HAVE TIVED TO'SEE MA"\IY DTF'FERSNT TREI{DS . MY FATHER
E}.fIGRA.TED TO THIS COLTIITRY }.ROI{ STAVANGER, NORWAY, IN lBBi, AIID My
}4OTI{ERIS PARENTS FROM TELE}{ARKEIV IN TB5?.

I ]dAS RAISED I}T NORTH DAKOTA AND I,4INNESOTA. I,.IE I,IVED THE LONGESTIN TI{E EANLY ]-9OOs O}i A FARM NEAR THE S},IALL TOI,IN OF' VIKING IIV THE
NORT}{i/ESTERN PART 0F MINNESOTA. OUR ITIINTERS WERE VERY SEVERE IdITH
IiEAVY SNOI.IFALT,S, V,M LIVED TldO I'{ILES FROI4 TO'/f]{ I,,[IERS OUR LITTLE ONE-
n00M SCHO0LIIOUSE irAS LOCATF'D. l'{Y BROTHER, SISTER .AllD I SPENT TIIE LAST
SIX YEARS OF' GRAMMAR SCIIOOL THERE.

IT }iAS NECESSARY FOR US TO GET TIISRE CNSKTS. OUR VEBY FIRST ONES
WERE BARREL STAVES tdlTli A TOE STRAP, l,HrCiJ WE I'{ADE, THESE SERVED }{ORELIKE SI\TOWSIIOES AliD KEPT US ON ToP 0F TIIE SNOr/tr. T}IIS WAS I.{UCH BETTER
TI{IJI TRYING To tdAU( DO!n'{ A ROAD IdIIERE HORSES IIAD I'IADE DEEP HOLES TTIIIILE
PULLII\G SLEDS, ND A STEP INTO ONE COUID BE DANGEROUS.

OUR ]"IOTI]NR EVENTUALLY O]IDERED REAL SKIS FOR US FROM SEARS. ROEBUCI(& C0MPA}IY IN CIIICAGO, lrifIICH I,LADE IT EASIITR FQR US T0 GET T0 SCtl1OL IN
ALL KII{DS CF I'IEATHER. THESE HAD ONLY A TOE STRAP. AS r/fi0lT,. BUT t/iERE
I"IUCH EASIER TO I'IANIPUI,ATE. 1,JE DRESSED I}T l/AR]'T CLOT}IING - KNIT CAPS.
GLOVES AND SCARVES, LEGGTITGS AND OVERSI{OES CARRyrl{G B00KS IN ONE ILAl,tD
Al.lD LTJi'lCil PAIL rN THE OTHER, .AND NEVER I.{TSSED A DAy OF,SCHOOL. THERE
WERE NO I]ILLS BT]'I SNOIdDRIFTS AT TIMES CCiItD BE QUITE ilIGH. l^IE BIIJLT A
SLIDE FROI*{ THE BARN R00F 0N TWO iiIIDE BOARDS PACKED I{ITH S1\O\'I - AND THts{,
TiiERE WAS AL.}IAYS THtr SNOW-COVERED MAIVURE PILE AND HAYSTACK.

AFTER ARRIVING Ii\T CALIFORNIA IN I92]., I THOiJGHT IIIIOIILD NEVER HAITE
THE ciIAi\IcE T0 SKI AGAIN, BUT I I,IAS VERY I4ISTAKEN. AFTER l,Iy ARBIVAT Ili
YUBA CITY IN 1923, I REALIZED EVERY WIi'TTER HOW CLOSE TrjIS PLACE V.IAS T0
THOSE BEAIIIIFiIT SNOvi-CAPPFD SIERRAS. HOI,'IEVER) IT T00K A FE"uI YEARS
BEFORE ANYTIIING MATERIALIZED SO FAR AS SKIING'}JAS CCNCEFINED.

IN l9ZB, RALPH AliD I BECAI4E ACQUAINTD rrIfTH WH.{DELL ROBIE IN AUBURN
I{HO O'/N'IID THE AUBURN LI]]vTBNR COMPANY. HE b/AS TRI]-I,Y THE 'IFATHER OF SKIINGrN CALIFORNrA", ND rN THAT YEAR FOUNDED THE AUBURj'I Slir CLUB - THE VERY
FIRST' IN TiiE STATE. TIIIS I^IAS THE BEGII]NIT'IG OF T}IE I'IOST INTERESTING ERAIN SKIING ALL DUE TO ilS 5'ORESIGHT AND E}TTHUSIASM, AS I.IELL AS HIS EAOER-
NESS T0 ATTRACT 0THERS T0 TIIIS NEI^lFOin{D SP0RT. TI{IS STORY VIITL NOT ONLY
DEAL }.IITi] SKIII{G BUT TO PAY TRItsUTE TO THE }"fAN I,ITIO NEVER LOST INTERITSTIN HIS FIRST I,OVE - THE SIERRAS.

-1-



HE HAD ALtrihYS BI1EIT A1{ ENTIIUSIASTIC HORSE}"{AN Al{D FXPERT RIDER
RIDIIiG ALL OVER TIIOSE FOOTHILLS AND MOiTNTAINS I,II{ICH IIE K\TR/I S0 WELL.
IN WINTER. HOTTIEVER. THAT rdAS NOT POSSIBLE AI'ID HE DISLIKF,D TIIE IIASTE 0F'
TII'IE IIIITI{'I{OTilII'iG tO OO ON i^lEm(E}iDS. KE KEPT T}III\iKII'IG ABOUT THE BEAUTY
0F lt'rIlJTER \^IiIICii 1/IAS BEIIIG MISSFD. HE CA]4E UP I/IITH TIM IDEA 0F SKIII]G
IJ'i TIIOSE MOUNTAI].{S . BUT I.Ii{IIRtr TO OBTAII{ Ti{E Si(IS. IiE FII{ALLY HEAPD OF
A SOURCE IN CIIICAGO, SO II\T 1928 HE CRDIIRF,D lOO PAIRS 0F S!.IS. Il.CdE-
DIATELY, HE RECEIVED A TELEGRAI"I RFQUESTII\iG A COi\IFIRI,IATION OF THE ORDER
AS T}iE SUPPLIER COIIID I\OT BELIEVE THAT A]']YOI\IE IN CALIFOR].IIA I,TOULD iiAVA
ANY USE FOR SI(IS.

AT TIIAT TIt'iE? IT ldAS 4UALLY AS UNBELIEVABLE T0 NATIVE CALIFORIiIAIIS,
STI{CE TI{E O}ILY otIES USING TIIE SNOi/iS oF Tils SIERRAS i.ERE i{ARDY SOULS SUCH
AS TilE i\i0RI.IEGIAN. SllOi,,lSiIOE THOMPSON. !/IiO FOR TIdENTY YEARS IN THE l"fID-
NiiiETEFNTiI CIilTLTRY CARRIED TIIE I{AIL,Oii }iIS BACK II'I VIOLE\IT BLIZZARDS fi.ID
FREEZIIJG TENIPEF,ATIIRES ACROSS TilE SIIMI'IIT. OTIIER PIOI'JEERS OF SKIII'IG IyERE
TIIE ]"|EI'I !.I}10 TI'IVDED Ti{E FLII}IES ,{ND MINERS TO REAC}I T}IEIR I'{INES IN TI{Ii
I"{Oi.]IVTAINOUS ARIIAS , USING EXTRA LOI']G SKIS A]'ID POLFS; AS \^IELL AS T}iE
P.G.& E. LINEI"IE}I T,,MO PATROLLM THE MOLIqTAIN ELECTR1C LINES. T}IEY, OF
cOilRSE, I,"ERE USIi'iG SKIS OUT 0F NECESSITY AI'TD NOT IIOR PLEASURE.

IN 1930, I^IE PURCTiASED OUR FIRST SKIS FR0i4 1/,81'IDELL Pl'{D I'IERII AMOi{G
THE FIF.ST l.IEi"ts]IRS 0F Ti{n 416y6,0 SKI CLUB, l,[]ICH STAP,TED DOI;.TI AT BAXT!'R I S
A]iiD THF]'i }IOVED UP TO CISCO. THESE SKIS VIERE FQUIPPIJD \,JTTH BIIiIDINGS
I}iSTLAD OF JUST A TOE STRAP. THIS IIFJLD T}III TOE ATTACHED TO T}IE SKI A]ID
TI{11 HBEL FREE T0 MOVE LrP AND DOlrN TiIgYtrtERE IviADE FOP. CROSS COIINTRY
SliIIiiG, CLOTllIl{G NEEDIID T0 BE SO}4ET}IING LIGIIT, BUI r\IARl,i A}lD C0}'{P0RT-.tsLE -
I/iOOL I'iITTEI{S AiiD SO].,IF] TYPE OF HtrADGEAR A]iD A JACIiET l'[TH A PAFT'A. EACTI
Ol'lE CARRIED /i IOIAPSACI( t/,rITTl LIGHT SI\IACKS AfiD I,'IA?ER.

EVE;iY HCLIDAY A}JD 'i.IEEKN{D FOLND US UP THERE. WE DROVE AS FAR AS
Ti]E OID 2-LANE HIGII.^JAY 40 \,iAS OPEN }4OST OFT]1I'] CISCO. TIIERIT, \,JE ALL
TIIfiIIFD OUR CARS AROU}ID T0 BE HEADED DO',',t{HILL IN TIItr E'\iE}iT 0F A SIIDDEI\I
Sl.i0trlSTCRl,i. ',^"tl PUT OUR SKIS 0N RIGIIT AT THE CAR AND STIiRTFD OFF CROSS
COLI'{TRY. IN Ti{Ostr FIRST YUARS 0F T}iE CLUB, THERE -UO.TILD Btr O}ILY 15 0P, 2C
0F iJS AT CISCO AT O]'IE TIME S0 rr,ts HAD TITE l,lOUllTAIi{S ALL T0 OLBSELVES AiD
llllll Cl'lty TRACiiS AHEAD 0F US 1'IBRE TiIOSE 0F I,IILD ANI]/r-ALS.

Tllis I,,IAS T}IE BEGINNIIiG 0F CROSS COU'ITRY SKiII'JG II'i C/TLIFORNIA, ALS0
CAl,LIi) }IORDIC SKIING, AD IT INTRODUCID A ITiONDERFIIL NE".^/ I'III{TER RECRtrir.-
TIOiJ - AS L]ELL AS GOOD F-XERCISE. TIIOSE FIRST }"lEMBEilS },'ERE SO VERY
}IE.T,PFUL A}iD TOOK TI}4E TO TFACH US TIIII FIJi{DAI4ENTALS OF CP.OSS_CO'JI'{TRY
Si(IIi'lG. I HAD I\TEVER USED P0LIIS BUI S001tr FOIJIID TjiAT THrIY ARE EdUALLY
AS IiPORI'ANT AS THE SKIS _ IT' }JOI-TT' BE i/IRTUAI,LY TI,IPOSSIBLE TO MAKII A
rrKfCK-TIJtu\j't I'ITHOUT TilEi'{J l'm S00N F0II'{D IT ttiASNrT HARD T0 LnAr:]{ TllE
I\IECIISSARY l'lAllIJU\lL-RS T0 TRAVERSE A STEEP iiILL, ND TI{F}I }'IAKE A I{ICK TlJ-lI,I
To GO THE CPPOSITE DIRFCTIOI'I. IN MAi'TY pLACtrS) tr"IE I{AD T0 SIDE STEP.
IT triAS A LOl''lG CLIIA T0 THE TOP 0F }.iOiNT i'IACINTOSII IJUT rrjAS CERTAII{LY
]'lOitTll IT - BEAUIItrUL VIRGIN S1'101/tr COVFRiNC EVnRYTHING \'lITlI TREE BRAl{CilES
HEI-VILY LADEIiID. I^lE SPnllT TllE !,TlOLIq DAY TtiERE FII'IDII{G G00D F,lnis LIP
TiiAT IIIGll, Ili LhTIf AITTIIIU'IOO}{ ^ lrlE RELUCT,a]{TLY H,IADL]D DOVIN TliE }4OIL\TAi.'I
BUT IT 'IJOIJTD BE TI1E BIGGEST TIJRILI OF Ti{E DAY . TI]E I'iEi\, BEIIJG MORE
DAniNG, T.Ai(II,iG TIIE STEliptiR SLOPES AI{D THE Tri'iID LADIES FII'IDII{G TilE
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IIASIER WAYS DO'/ilT. OI,IE I{fCE THING IIAS THAT YOU DIDIiI'T HAVIJ FAR f0 FALL
AliD DEEP SNOl,f \/iAS NICE AND SOriT. WE STARTED HOME FEELTNG q SitNSE 0F
INVIGORATICN AND ]T I//AS AI}IAYS SURPRISING THAT IdE DIDNTT EXPERIEI\TCE ANY
FATIGI]E OR STIFF-i'IESS.

ldEllDELL ROBIE \,,IAS INSTRITt\fmlTAt IN ATTRACTfNG MANY EXCELLENT
N0R'/,EGIA1,T SKIERS FR01{ ALL OVER THE COII}TTRY VIHO II{TRODUCED SKI JIIMPf]\TG T0
THE AREA. HE GAVE THEM EMPLOYI'IENT AT i{IS T,III\,TBER CO},{PANY IN ORDER TO
IiEEP THFJ,I TIiERE. A SMALL JI.IMP 1,,,AS CONSTRUCTFD AT THtr CLUB AT CISCO i.JlTTH
TI]E TOP BEING TI]E RAILROAD. THIS BEGAN CO}4PETITIO}I IN JUMPING, AS WELI,
AS CROSS COINTRY RACES. I{ANY 0F TIlE}f rr,tE'NT ON TO l,^nMN NATIONAL TOTJRNA-
MFIITS; SUCH AS ROY IIIKKELSHV, FfNN RASI'{USSEN, SIc IIETTESTAD AND IvlAt{Y
OTHERS.

ONE Mtrl4BER, HALVOR MIKKELSEN, WITH I1IS NORhIEGTAN INGEIIUITY, CAME
I}P I,IITH A CLEVER IDEA FOR GETTINO SKIERS TO TIIE TOP OF TTIE STEEP BENCH
BELO}I TTIE RAILROAD BY MAKING A BIG METAL SLED PIIIT,ED BY CABLES AND
OPERATED BY SOME KIND OF AN EI\TGII\TE. IT WAS QUITE A T}IRILL RIDING UP
TC SAY NOTii]}iG OF THE FAST RIDE DOI,N J I FEEL SURE THAT THIS MUST HAVE
BEI}T Ti{E VERY FIRST I'SKI ],IFT'' IN CALIFOR}trIA.

I'IENDELL CAI'{E IIP 1/'IITI{ S0l4E VPRY I}iGH$IOUS IDEAS IN OI1DER T0 PR01'{0TE
THE AIIBURN SKf CLUB EVn'l GOING S0 FAR AS SIIIPPING TRUCKLOADS 0F SNOli
IN THE LATE 190Os T0 THE BEMELEY HILT,S, IdHIIRE A SKI J[n'P I"IAS HBID. IT
ATTRACTD IOO.OOO SPECTATORS AND DEFINITELY CONVERTED A LOT OF PEOPLE
TO SKIING. THE CLI]B GRE\rI BY LEAPS AND BOIINDS AIID l"lANY IN TlrE BAY ARBA
BECA]'{E ME}iBEllS? fNCLLIDING A GntrAT NU}IBER OF PRO]'ESSORS FROM THE UNIVtrR-
gTTY.

SINCE BEPJ(ELEY b,rAS SUCH A SUCCESS, IN 1939 TREASIAE ISLAND I,/ORLD
FATR OFFICIALS ASKED HIM IIT T}Itr CLUB IdOULD PI]T ON A SK] EVENT T'OR THE
OPENING DAY. I^IFiIIDELI, AITD SEVEzu^L CLIJB MEMBERS BUILT A SKf JUMP 2OO FI]ET
IlfGi{ ]:,TIIC}{ OPENED INTO AN ARENA. THIIY DIDN'T TRY T0 HAIIT THE SMi,i FOR
THIS BUT CONTRACTED THE U}]ION ICE CO}4PANY TO MAKE THE SNOl,f FRO}I ICE.
IT ldAS QU]TE A SUCCESS,AND ATTRACTFD SKI JIIMPERS FRO]\{ BACK EAST, AS IdELL
AS EIJROPE.

IN 1940, Tffi AUBIIIlN SKI CLUB SP0I\ISORED ITS FIRST BIG TOURNAMEIVT FOR
THP,EE D/rYS, FRIDAY TliROUGll SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 23 AND 24. I{ANY NE'i,,I
CLUBS HAD NOI,T BEE,IV FORMED SO CONTESTANTS CAME FRO},I CI,IIBS AT YOSE}IITE,
LAKE TAHOE, PLACERVILLE, TRUCKEE, MT. LASSEN AND MANY OTHERS. EVH)ITS
COVERFD SKI JIIMPING. DOT/IN}IILI, RACING Al{D SLALO}{. RALPI{ JOIND OTHER
CLI]B }{EI'tsERS IN PLACING TIIE },IARKERS FOR THE TFN IUILE CROSS COLNTRY RACE-.

rN FMRUARY 1941. ANOTIIqR TOURJ{AI"iENT VIAS HELD AT CISCO WITH I'{ANY
CLTJBS AGAIN TAT.T}IG-PART. ITALPH }TAS ENTERED IN THE MIT{ 'S CROSS COI]NTRY
RACE AND I 'dAS IN THE trfOMU'I I S - MAINT,Y TO HAVE AS }'{AI{Y LOCAL ]'{EJ'tsERS AS
POSSIBLE. THIS ARTICIE CAME OVER TTPI THE NEXT DAY:

II}iEAD1,II.trE - MYRTTE NEdCO}ts IS WINNER IN SKI RACE.
crsco, FEBRUARY 19. AUBURN SKI Cl,IlB, SPONSOR OF THE
A}]NUAL SKI ]'{EET HERE YFSTNNDAY CAPTI]RED A MAJORTTY
OF VICTORTES AGAIIVST ALI,-STAR COMPETITION. ROY
MTIKELSEN. FOPJ.4ER NATIONAL CHA}'{P]ON, }/ON TT{E CLASS A
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ill,iP, SfG VETTESTAD 0F AI]riWJ\ ';.AS SEUOi\TD.., IIirl,VOR
l'llifiil,lls,II{, BROTHER Otr RCY: IrlOli T;iil 1O iilLE uROSS
UOiIII.IRY RAUE. J'{RS" }4YR.TI,II i{E"IICO},I3 OF YUBA CITY IiIAS
DEt;LARED UiIOFFIuIAL I'IIlll'TtrR I1{ Tilx llol,illi! 'S uROSS
ucurlTRY EvEi{T I1{ TiiE TIl"iE 0P 33 ].II}IUTES E SltuONDS.
1'IJE EVII']T i.I/iS UALLED I{O UO]{TEST 1y,I]I5r.I SO]ir EIJTRI!,S
i..IA]{DERID FRO}4 TiJIi UCURSE'I.

triE HAVE ilrD A LOT 0F LAUGIjS ABOUT Tflrs PARTIUT-ILAiI PACI. TtlEiicl'i['J's c0ms3 l'.:As FrvE ]{rLES LArD OUT BELO'r't Ti{E RAr:ROAD TRAu?iS, Al{DT:iI ]iEii'S AEOVE A_I'ID UP TI]E I'{OUVTAIII. FIVZ OF'TirE Ei'{TRIES FOI,LO,,JD
T.,il Tliq'i STATE CjiAl4PIOli 1',II10 ]{ISTIJiEI'TLY TOOK Ti]E ii${'S OOIJRSE.
Ai'CTiEP, LAJY AiiD I ]/,[ilE TIIE LAST TO START. FOLLOIIIII{G Ti]I,l \,,IELL ].IAIIJiID
l.JO;]RI;'S OOiIRSE ,q]'TD I C/T],IE II''] FIRST, BUT I,JUST UOI,jI,Dii'T BELIEVE IT AS
TI{E CTIiERS I{A-D QIIITiI A START Oi.I }{E. T i,,'AS GREETED 

",.TT}i 
CII:IIIRS AS I

CP,OSS]ID Ti{E i'T]\TISJI LII'IE A]'ID RUS}IFD TO TH5 ULUI] SiiI ilUT FOR I1OT
li0Rl','EcfAi'i BRtu'{DY ,^ldD I''IIU(. i'fY FRIEI'{DS FELT T}LAT I 'ilAS REALLY THEt;JIlil'IER .SII{O-? TIIE ONTT,S hTlO STRAYITD OFF COURSE SilO'-'rID iIAVE BEE}i DIS-qUAI,IFIED. l'iEgJL!-rSS T0 SAY, TIIERE liiERE SCI:tr iiED IIACES Ojri TIIOSE L0ST
LADIES l,,tlEi'l TiIEY DID RETURi'I ,l

rT DID}]'T TAKE LOI.IG FOR OLB M]TIIUSIAS},{ TO I}JSPIRI J"iAi.{Y LOCAL
I'RI-EIIDS TO JOII{ US A]iD TTIJIY ALSO ORDES!]D TirEIP. S](IS FRO],i AIJSLR-.I LU,iErrRccl,Ptu[Y. TC HEIP Ti]El'i G-:T STARTED, \,IE SKrE-t AT l{EliRSy FLACES , SUC:i ASIi'rSliIP AlfD STIIRLII{G CITY, AllD OI'TE TII'{tr RIOT,T Ii't GR/rSS VALLtry.' i,E ALSC
BqLOlilGD T0 TllE IIEVADA CITY SKI CLU3 Oi'tr',^iAS.{fiiGTCll ifDGL'. IT tilAS TI]I
Or'J-LY PLACE iiilERE I,','E GOT CAUGIIT Il{ A SITDDEI'] Si'lO',r.,rSTOFi: iri{D uiE SI{I"ID OUT
BEjll-i'iD THE S.'10'i^iPL0l'Il Bffi IT'!r'ASl.{'T VtrfY FAR. O}IE Tlt'ilt. QIIITE A CROi'iD
CF LS TOOi" ?HE TR{IN T0 PORTOLh FOR A DAY Ii TTIE SliO.,.;.'

T,ASSSii PARK iJiD AII LI\IUSUAILY I]TIAV}1 S]iOiir-ALL Iii TilE ]./ii\TTER OF'
\938 AI\TD Ti]tr ilIGiIi'iAY OVIIR TI-IE SLII],IIT riiAS llCT OPIi[]iD Lit'tTIL Jir-:i'2OTFI.
TiiIRi'i'iERE STILL tiIGII BAlll(S AS T,trLL AS A TyIO-STORY ElIIl,DIliG. SEVERAL
LA}IES ,/'JiD I Sii]ID AT Ti{E SLN,ii,rTT Ni]J'iBEROiJS Tii.iIS SIJICE i,iE I./TIRIJ CA],iPI.'IC
tr04 A FI'rI DAYS AT I'iEiiRllY I'1A'IZd'IITA LAI'IE BILOil TfiE SiiOr;iLIi{E.

EACII r,'/rl'l?liR, AS SNO-tS COI{PL,ETFILY CLCSED HIGif:,lAi 40 OVER DOi,n,iFjRsir,lilT, sc DID ALL RESOBT TIOTELS AIJD IlES?AURiliTS rit TrtAT AREA Ai'iD
AF,OI-I'iD I'IXE TAI{OE, Ei|CEPT TilOSE llillCIi COltL) Blrl llEliC:IED BY TFJ,II'{, Tl-iil
TRAI]{S COLILD:I'T ALI'IAYS GET ?l{RU EITIIER AS Sr'iOi'iSLIDES'/.rERli \rIiRY COiliiori
Iri SPITii 0F LCi'TG STP.ETCIIES 0F Si"i0'r/SliEDS. Ci,iE iil{T:R AFTIIR A1{ .-lr,,|CEF-
TICiiItLLY IiEAVy Si'TO'/tr'ALL, TIIE TRAIN TriAS ELOOriLD rTOn SEVEturL DitYS AT
tr]':IcfuiiJ! GAP JUST AIOVE }IYACii LODGE Oj{ TIiI STEEP BIAR ]/AILEY SIDE.iiiTIL TAi! SiiOl'rPLOi/S COUID CLIIAR Trlli TRACKS. FASSi{'JGii?S llfP,E T/iiiE;.I TO
iiYAC?I I,ODGIT

ONCE.tG-frll{, rilEitrDELL ROBfD SAit TI{E I'IEED irOR ACTION S0 COIiTTCTID
A l'1El'B0F,0F TilE CLiits'v^iiiO l,r::rS A STATL SEI'IATCP,. A BILL't.,rAfi Il{TRODiiCllD
I..i Ti]]l STATtr L]IGISLATT.AE TO I{EIIP JIIGA'iAY 40 OFEiI ALL lIiIi'r'i'ER. A],ID :iT
IiAS PiSSD. TiJIS S]iT TiIEI,.,'I]TJELS I]'i }[OTIO}J FCR FU.IDIIJG HIGJi,..,I'AY 51{O}I
RlilOV,'iT,. TilI IIIGII;IAY I,'IAS OPE}IED, AS lltERE ?liE RLSORTS - SUSIIIESS
BOO]'iI) A]']D EVE]ITUALLY BECITI'IE TJ]E BUSIE,.JT TI;'IE Oi.: Ti]I Y]-i1rR.

RAIITBC-;I TAVERI'I, A GR:IAT PIACE TC STAY,'irAS F0RTir-i{AT.q Iii TIIAT
TIE ttotJ l;AS USUI-LIY OPEI\T iL'llAT FAR UP, l-llD l.'I-^fiY Oir US STAYED -.iilRi.
IIERS:LE JOliIS, ALi'IAY,S A PE, FICT i-iOST, 01,'L,t!D Alit OP:]P,i,.TED IT * SIP,IiICE
','iAS IIBS! CLISS /ii'lD El{CELLFi.trT I'jliALS l,.iTiRE SIHVI1D TI'I A PL,IASAI{T ATj'lCS-
PilI?,9. l;iE TAVEPJ,i llAS BUILT i'.TTi{ II]/TTIVE R00K FRCrl,i Tl{E YII?,A F,iVER
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RIGI{T IN FRONT. IT HAD BIITUTIFUL ROCK FTOORS I,JI{ICH HAD BEEN PoLIs}IEDr,^/rTil A ROCK POLrsllING MACHTNE. r,ATIiR, HE BUILT Al,tD OPERATED NYACK
TODGE - A BEAUTIFUL ROCK STRIICTIrRH AT.EIiICRA}IT GAP OVERLOOKING BEAR
VALLEY. tr,tll ALSO SKID THBRE Ai'lD ET{JOYED }'{ANY ldEEKEl{DS IN TI{AT
BEAI]'IIFUL II'II/IRON]'{IXVT I.JITH FIRST CLASS SERVICE. I{IGIII.JAY Bo nnpl,acm
i]IGII/iAY 4O AI'iN I..TIE[I IT BECA}4E NECESSARY TO }"IAKE IT A FOUR LANE FREE_T,Inv rnirlr nrTr\.r LAND AVAIL.A3LE AT EI,{IGRANT GAp }.lAS }iERSTLETS NYACK"nr t :ll! Vfl
LODGE; S0, IN THE NAIIE 0F PROGRESS TIIIS TTiOIIIDERFUL 1^I0RK 0F ART AND
LANDIARK 1//AS DEI40LISi{ED - A GREAT DISAPPOINT}'IENT TO ALL oF US l{Ho }iAD
SO E}'IJOTE.' Ti{tr GOOD FRIENDS }II{O 1/ERE EMPLOYFD T}IERE.

ANOTI{ER EARLY DAY I,A}IDMARK }iAS THE SODA SPRINGS HOTEL, JUST ABOVE
RAINBOW. IT iiI/TS AL}iAYS POSSIBLE TO REACII IT BY TRAIN ALSO BIIILT OF
NATIVE ROCK FROI\{ THE YUBA RIVER. IT IdAS O'uNED AND OPERATED BY ANOTI{ERsKlrlic PIOllEl,lR, DENNTS JONES,}IHO OPERATED TiiE VERY FIRST SKI SHOP IN
1929 AND RBTTD 25 PAIRS 0F SKIS ITIHICH HE BOUGHT FROl'l ALIBURN LUl,tsER
COl'fPliNY. IIE wAS AI,SO TIIII FIRST SKI II\TSTRUCT0R IN TFIE AREA AND OPER-
ATF'D Ti]E STATEIS FIRST ROPE TOId.

AS A RESI]IT OF ALT, OF'I^IENDELL'S PRO]'4OTIONAL IDEAS, TIIE CLUB
}.{EI,tsERSHIP KtrPT GROWING I/.HICH NECESSTTATFJ] THE PIIRCHASE-OF ADDITIONAL
LA}ID AT BOREAL RIDGE CN DONNER SU}4}.IIT IN 196T. THERE, A LARGE SKI
IiusErJM 1^/AS COI{STRUCTTD rN 1969 nTHE TIIESTURN AMERICA SKISPORT" )I,..TJERS ABE O]..I DISPLAY OiD 1'1E]'IORABELIA AND PICTIIRES OF' TTIE EARLY YBANS
OF SKIING }II]E',N 1..8 idERE ACTIVE IN TIIE CLUB" AI\IOTHTJR PROJECT OII HIS
I.JAS THE PIACIi'{G OF A STATUI{ OF S}IOI,IS}IOE THO].{PSON AT THE BOREAT SKI
SITE AT THE REQUEST 0F l"lElAERS 0F THE YUBA CITY SONS OF iVORI,'rAy,
SNOiISHOE TTIO],IPSON LODGE Otr l'/I{ICH gdIAS AN HONORARY }'IE]'[BER. CER-
TAII'ILY, TI{EP,E IS N0 I'{CRE APPROPRIATE LOCATICN FOR A l'{0NIll,lENT T0 T}IIS
STURDY PIONEER. TT }TOULD SEEM THAT T}IIS SHOULD BE THE PERFECT PLACE
FOR A MEI'{ORIAL T0 I^IIX{DELL ROBIE, AS }IELL; SINCE HE 1^IAS DEFINITELY TIIE
PIOI{EER OF'T}iB SKI ERA IN CALIFORNIA, SPANNING 56 EVENTFIIL YEARS.
THROUGHOIJ"I ALT, OF THOSE YEARS. HE ]'M1i\iTAINED TI]E SAME }{ODEST ATTITINE
I},i SPITE OF HIS GREAT ACHIEVE]"IENTS. Htr COI{TII'IT]ED TO BE AS I}ITERESTED
AS EVER IN THIS WOIlTlilr,lHILE CAUSE lllVTIL HIS PASSING Ii\ OCTOBER 1984 ,AT AGE 89.

AIL OF TI{IS E}CPANSI ON OF' AUBINN SKI CLUB AND MAI\TY OT}IERS USHERSDIIi STILL ANCT}IER ERA IN SKIING" SKI RESORTS OPEWED IN }4ANY PLACES ALL
OYNii TI]E MOLT'NTAIN AREAS Ai{D AROIND LAKE TAI{OE T./ITI{ SKI IIFTS OF AI,Lr:ir\ils - FROI"I TiIn FIRST RCPETOf iS T0 C}L{IR LIFTS AND GONDOLAS, TIiFSE
'fIERI' NECESSARY TO ACCOIO4ODATE THE TIIOUSA}IDS OF SKIERS WHO FLOCKED TO
TIIE ]'{0U1'IT/rfN AREAS EVERY WEff{!IIID A}lD }IOIIDAY. NATURALLY, ALL OF T}IESE
PEOPLE NEm!D THE PROPER g;UrPI'{ENT AND ATTTRE, S0 SKr SI{OPS OPENFD
EVERlllii{ERE IN TIIE CITIES Ai,lD SI'IALL TOI,^J}'TS. HOhI ONE LOOKID l,lAS 0F
GREATER II4PORTANCE THAN TI]E ABILITY TO SKI J Ti{E SKIING BUSII\TtrSS HAS
GRO}ff TO A]',I IIIIBELIEVABTE I"IAGNITUDE AND FLOURISH]IS EACH YEAR WITH HIGH
EXPECTATIO]'iS 0F G00D SNOI^IFALLSI BLru },IOTHER I\TATURB DOESN'T ALI/IAYS
CO-0PERATE SOI'{ETI}fES: T0O }4UCH 0R t{OT ENOUCH.

ALL OF THFSE PEOPLE RUSI{ING TO TiiE I'4OU]{TAI}IS' HAVE CAUSID iIORREI'I-
Dous PROELEI"1S 0N TNTERSTATE 80, AS I/ELL AS I{rGitr,,rAY 10, Ai{D T}18 TBAFFIC
0l{ Ti{B SLOPES ISN'T ANY BETTBR; AT TII'IES, }lEAVy S}TO}IS STITL CLOSE
BOTI] }IIGIJT/IAYS AND PEOPLE IN CARS BI{CO]''iE STRANDErJ CAUSIT{G }IEADACHES IOR
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TIIE SNOl^f REI,ICVAL CRETiS, TltE HrcllldAy PATR0L A]{D E}TERGFX{CY VEHICLES.
IT SEEI,'IS T}IAT I'{AI{Y bIELL PLAI{I\iIJD PROJECTS Ii{ CA],IFOA\IA, i'JIIICH I'.BRE
INTENDED TO SOLVE TRAFI'IC PBO]3LEMS. B]!COI4E OUTDATFD ALI TOO SOO}I
ALL tsECAUSE Ol,' TIIE AU'r0i'l0ETLE. NOI,I, TNTERSTATE BO rS NOT SU'FrCrn'{T
TO I{A}TDLE TiiE INCREASED TRAFF'IC OVER Ti{tr ST.]I.O4IT. PLANS ARE IIOX.I I}NDER
l,iAY TO I(EEP OLD T{IG}IJTAY \O OPEI{ IN }'II}ITEF, AS AN ALTERNATE NO'JIE. TI{IS
IJOLT,D IIICLiJDE TiIE OLD I/,/'INDTi'{G ROIITE DO}N THtr STEEP GRADE FRO}4 TIIE
SIJI'I]'IIT TO DO]{I.IER LAKE. THtr SAME PROBLEI.iS EXIST I}i T}IE SAN FRANCTSCO
BAY ARFA l,nlitRE Ar,T, 0F Ti{OSE BRTDGES , BlrrLT 50 YEARS AGO AS A SOLUTIOi'J,
ARE N0"{ OUTDATED.

LIKE S0 MAI'iY OTiiER PRESENT DAY ACTIVITIES, THE NtrrI TREirlD ll'l
SKIING HAS Btr]]i{ TOVIARD SPEIT - A QUICK RIDE TO THN TOP AND A FASTER
01'Ttr D01.,IN DOESNTT AT,LO:/I ANY TfME T0 APPRECIATE TilE BEAiI'IY 0F TilE SNOW-
COVFRED AREA. HOIdEVER, TiiIS TYPE OF FUN SEEI'iS TO BE DII'{INISHII'IG
BTICAUSE CF TOO MANY SKIERS CAUSING LO}IG 1/,IATTS FOR SKI LIFTS IN THtr COLD,
ALO]'IG }/ITII TiIE IIIG]] COST OF SKI LIFT TICKETS" Ti{E REDEEMI}'JG FEATURN OF
A-uL OF' THOSE CRO.}.JDS BtrI},IG CONTAII\TtrD I}I CO}{TROLLED AREAS }.LAY BE TiiAT IT
i{AS SAVtrD }'IANY FRO}i BECO},IING LOST IF TI]EY T{IO BEIT{ DOING CROSS COLNTRY;
'/l'ilcli IS VERY EASY T0 D0 II' Ol{E IS NOT trAi,lILIAR t^rTTH Ti{E AREA.

SII{CE }'iAi{Y ARE l.lO',,i DISCOVERING THE il'lJOYl4I}TT OF NORDIC SKIIitG,
IT SEEIIS TI{AT NO'l'f IS TilE TII',!E FOR STILL A-i{oTtiIlR FHASE - IRONICALLY,
REVERTIIIG BACK T0 I/IS{DELLTS 0RIGINAL IDEA 0F CR0SS COU{TRY SKII}'IG.
UI'ILIKE TI]OSE DAYS, TRAIIS ARtr i\iO'yJ l,lACtill{E GROOI'{ED i'IITIl CAFES, I,,IARI'{ING
}iUlS AND OTFIER ACCOI.fi'ICDATTONS ALONG TI]iI }iAY. O\TE OF TIIE 1'{OST POPULAR
IS I'ROYIiL GORGE!', nf GiiT Il'i TIIE AREA t.,TiERE I,XE USED TO SKI , BUT IT IIAS
NECIISSARY FOR US-T0'i,iAKE OL]R O'l'N TRAILS ll{D CARRY OIJR LU,lCii. }IOI-'/EVER,
EVIIRI1TIIIJiIG liAS DONE.AT OIJR OT,./]{ RATE OF SPEID. IiE I]J"IJOYND I,I.I,]'IY JAUI{?S
FRCT'{ SODA SPRINGS TO SUGAR BCI,JL. AS IIEI,L AS FROI-I DC].I]iI]IR SU]'I,{IT IN TO
SUGAR BO}IL.

ONE WONDERS lr,tIAT THE NEXT TRE\ID \,IILL BII STNCE IT SEEI"S TIIERE IS
NC E}iD TO T}IE EI{JOYMENT SO ]'iANY ARE DERIVING FP,O]'{ THIS SPOP.T - ALL
EECUG}IT,aSOIlT BY Ol'lE MAN, l,t'EltiDELL ROBItr, 1,^Ii{0 HlD THIf COIItuAGE Otr IIIS
C,:I'IVICTI0}IS T'I{AT IT \riAS P0SSIBLE T0 El,lJCY THf BEAUTY 0F SIERRA VIINT}-IRS
1',T1II{ HE ORDER,rCI THOSE FIRST Si(IS. ldE, rr,rr10 H/iD YEARS 0F FIITJ0/]'{E\TT 0F
T:ifS RECRIIATION Il'l ITS EARLY STAGES, O'/IE l,:Ucll TO HII'{, A}dD I i{AVE BEEl,l
PRIVILEGED T0 H/rVltr BE$\T Oi{E AI'{ONG }iIS CO'I{TLtrSS FRIENDS A}lD AD}4IRERS
FOF. O\iL,R HALF A CENTURY.

WRITTIII'I RY },iYRTLE - 14/i[CH 1987
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Editor's note:

This artrcle was particularly interesting to me as I had known

for many years that the Hulls were related to the Rankins in some

way. This f inally established the relationship for me. A f ine example

oI all the knowledge that can be acquired at our museum if you have

the time to spend looking.



TRANSPORTATION WA PADDI,E WHEELS AND TffiRY BOATS

Anecdotes along the Feather
as related by Royal C. Hu1l (1958)
Edited by Bernice B. Glbson

Royal c' HuIt was the son of Mrr and lvlrs. T. 3. Hulle promlnent pioneer citizensof ihe Tudor ?reao Roy, as he was affectionately called by all his friendi, r,ras born
anc reared on the I\.r.dor homestead, one mile west of Tudor, He spent most oi hts BB yearsj.n Sutter County and lcoew everybody and their kinfolk for three generatlons, Hls moiher
1'ras a i'/ilkie, daughter of another pioneer family of sutter county,

The follolving stories and happenings Irhich occumed along tJre Feather were
relaied to me one morning in a recorded intenriew. It is nry pleasure to ehare Royrs
nemory of early days with the reader.

The river road which extendedrgenerally north a:d south, between Yuba Clty
and lllcolaus !n early da6rs ran along the banks of the river almosl to Star Berri, fronr
there on it followed aporoxiraately the same route as the Garden Highway does at present,
As the levees rvere built, the river bsrk road was set back to its present Location.
A sixty-four foot strip rvas altvays kept open along the river front for Landing of the
stean boats. At first the farmers used the strip to pile cut r,rood. to sell to ttre s1eamboats' Later everybody pl1ed their r*reat along the river bank for shipnent to market,
111 the ranchers around the area hauled ttreir gratn to Star Bend, banked along t5e rlver
r,:here the boats picked tt up for market. Idost all, of the shlpping was done by rtveruntil 1890 rvhen the boats oult running on the Feather and the- railroads took Lver.

The boats omed by ELlis, Ihight and Rideout of l,larysrrille, end Blnghara and
Rideoui; r'rere in partnership on the rajLroado Binghan and Rldeout soid ttre rdlruadtc Southern Pacific but the sale was not culrninated until El1ls and K:rXght includedtheir interests in the boats a1so. Garret and Knight put lt ln the eoniract with
Southern Pacific that freight rates from i{arysvi1-le r,muld not be raised any hlgher thanrhe'hrrl )raan nr1 the boats. The Southern Pacific grounded the boats and, ttrereifter
the :'ai-1road was in business. Rideout offered to seIL the boats for i'a5OO apiece
ho:uever, the boats vrere later sold for ii50 apieee. The boats 1t€r6nlt worbh nuch after
the railroad took overo

Gar'ret lras a I'tarysvi11e uholesale grocer in early days. He was a bit ex-
clrrsive because he had control of the freight rates, however, the railroad conmLssion
ca;ne into being about that trrne and toolc ov€xc

After the 190? f1ood, at r.hich tine rnost of Sutter County was flooded, mrch
repair t'rork had to be done on the levees. A large dredger was broug.ht, up the river
and ''+as used to dredge out the river ana build the trsand Leveert. The route of the rRrver
ioaCrr t'ras changed sonewhat by the bullding of the levee. fhe road folloted the streamof the river more or less, however, in some places it ras a half rnile or nore away
froi'l ihe river bank. Belou Hock Fann the road sr,rung out, to the vrestl in order tb get
a:'ounci. Abbottr s lakeo



R.oy recollected hearing his mother teIl about the six horse stages traveling
ul:'.no. ciorn the road in the early t60ts. There were four stages a day. trro travellng
ncrth f:"cn.Sacramento, or l{eru Helvetia, and troo traveling Bouth. It 'ntas necessary for
*!nc sla:ies '[c cross the river at ]licola.us on the Ferry Boat rihrch plied its uay back
:ircl -'ortli across the river untj-l about L915. Another stage left Yuba City and truned
i.r?sr -r'.irai, ls novi Baruy Road. It crossed tlre tuLe and cane in at Cole Grove Point
o:t -:i:. ,.tcramenio .),.iver.

"r.oyrs 
Uncle Jacl< IJllkie used to talk about the Siver Road on the balks of the

leail:ci rs early as 1856, l. B. HuLl did not come dornrn from the minj-ng country until
ai:c,-i-r 186,C* Previous to 1B5O rlr. Iiu11 and iicl{ath of Yuba County ran a fast freight line
ou: :f i: r;sr--J-1-e to the mining country, the end of the line t'eing San Juan. The f reight
llne consisted cf a spring lragon and four horses, The corunodity rvas fruit and vegetables
for the nj-ners. They bought their horses from the ,tolfskill family. i'lr. -,'o1fsk!Il
cane irere in the very early days and raised Amerlcan horses. Other stock men raised the
S:a-nl sh niustans.s t.:hich rvere nuch sma.ller horses than the Araerican horses. l'lr. T. B. liul]
quit inc frei;hting business and fook up land in the ?uoor section in 1862, which was
the nexi season after the big flood of 1861, He terilt a hone on land rqhich r^ras not
^^rr''''"'-"r Lr' " ^+.r, iust south of the corner at Sawtelle ivenue and Tudor Road. HeVVvgJ Uu Uj r'l cLL/t

lzcni- hli I rii nc ^nto the hoUse, eVen building a Segond story. There r^laS a}tayS quite a
{. ^*;'1 "r ^ -^."*.tL€,,L.Lr'druurrur Besides three children of their oun, Ir'lr. and i''irF. iiu1l reared ten other
ci::i,-r,:':n. Scme r';ere r.rith them for longer periods than otherso

i;r. liul.lts firdt enter-orise was raising grain, i.rheat p.nd barley, hor.rever, he
ali:a.is haC rnore or less caNtle and hogs for market. For a number of years the Hu1ls
ba;ii<cd the:-r graln on their orvn ranch, llhen they uere ready to ship, the grain was
l:auled ic the river across country from i,he home place to the boat landing which was
a::cu'i a nile south of Hock Farrn. Later, the Ashford l''rarehouse was built at Star Bend.
In irre lOts ihelr l:auleo to the warehouse. Grain r.ras placed in the warehouse out of the
lrelci ::,i:.c i-ou r.rere able to sell your own grain arrd not a r.rarehouse receipt. t.hen graln
r;a5 -.a::ei: fro:'n the dry field and placed in the r.rarehouo^e along the river, it generally
increas:i :'n 'reight enough to more than pay for the storage, iiheat rvent through a
s''i.:i 'l- j ch :ias nccessary to make good bread fLour. Some wa.rehouses did not glve the
f;.r"::''r^ f.'i., 'rtr:efrt of the increase in ueight.

Sieai:rbcats cane up the river every rueek and rdrenever you sold, the grain
r::-: ::..:1.:.i uF, scnefimes it ivould lay on the banks for a month. Roy told of seei_ng
t-:. ":.,;,it ritrs:: bank stacked r.rith r.rhea.t a nd nobody r.rithin a mile of it. liobody everl.;:'. i. :;ci{. I'f .;as not necessary to put a ruatchrnan out,

ilost oi ""he r.iheat i,ras shipped by boat to Port Costa and placed in uarehouses*,herc to j_,e shir-,ned to England.

$orne of the well knom grain buyers of the r80r s were ldilcoxon, i't. T, ElLis,
Gai'r'et and Sa,-n Tra.iner. Ee.ch buyer visited the farmers and Left i.rith a sanr.ole of grain.
S^no 'r,'rrc hrrrrogters tuould hang a sack in the dog house of the thrashing machine and
everJ rcunci or tuo fhe sack sor,rers uoulci thror',r a hand ful-l of gral-n into the sackr That
nade a fair sarnpl-e of grain, r'lany times the buyers plugged a sack and haLf the grain
Iaj-r C:lr' Oll lne gfOUnO.



In 188!' Roy and his father started plantine peach orchards. In those da;;s
nnhn,-:' 'ncri '.rhrl, bo p1ant. The cannery didntt krrOW r,rtrat they'.ranted. The IIUI1S pla:-:rccl
::- loi'-'l-'r-'ci.ch l-r'ees and had to dig them up because the;",1sr"snrt the right kind, Cerlain
,;inds ',f l-'"::'ch:s coloreo the syrup and the canners r,roulclnrt s.and for that. No matrer
noi'r g;.r:. i,1,.: flavc:'t,;as, they r.lanted the syrup clear. The liull or.chards rdere planted
,n th'- i-:,r.rer' lanci r'rhere they depended on the river for sub-irrigation. fhe r'rater level
along i..l-s rirler r:as about eight to ten feet in the sumroer tiine. Some years it l.rasnrt
.nat r:','i::i' TcEctables, beans and corrr: could be planted in ,'Lugust and the ground. l"roulo
' : r.:€'f ,..i:lrurih lo ;-r.or.I a cr.op r.nthout irrigation.

T'ne c;ntrery in Yuba City was built about 1886. Roy first clelivered apri"co-"s
::o thc Y::l:-'Jii;r ccnnery in 1886 ancl then he hauled both peaches and. apricots for sereral
..'ears" -,::t,:r, ';hr:y hauleci to the llarysuille caJrnery r,ihich rras located in the old Fai:i'avilhcri:.,i. thc: ioct of Third Street" It ran from the foot of Third Street back of tlie
rresenl r. '. Ltti:,. yard next to the railroad. Tire first cannery in r\iarysv:-l]e was
lccafcci ",1 ih'J sr'lc of ihe present countT hospital, north of for.,ne That one r.las built
..bout l:liil :.nd b'l:'r:ed dor'nr after tr^ro years run. Roy hauled a]I one season to the ila4rs--'-11o c'::":':ry bl'c;:use he had difficui.tjr gefting along uith ihe lrishr,ran rrho ran the
iube.Ci':'.'c;iit::er;r, The fruit i.;as hauled rvith tr,ro horse teams. 'Ihe yagons 1{ere box L,eCs
.;'id sDi:nis on fhe axles. The rragons carried about t::o to ti.io anC one-iraU tons per
load. l;.ch dritrcr made tr.ro trips per" day. Some of the ea:'ly varieties of clingsto'rcs
,'r?re T'i.'c,lits, G€orgia Lat,esrr.+hich was a r.rhite peachranci iiinters:.hite C1ing. T.[e r^ihiie:i:-n;s-rr'::t:'cl: Icr a couple of years and then the Cenand changed to yeilJr,i clings,
-he lenoii cLing l.'as in Cemand. The next orchards planted eonsisted of Qalifornia oranse-j-in3r l"-:r:rcns orailge cling ani Tuscons. Later these varietics i.rere re.iected becau.sr
-.J '1 ^--^ --l +^-; largc pats. fhe last orchards planted by the Hulls ruere Johnson and House elings.
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Roy went to his reward just recently bu",, left
us a very rich heritage and many he.ppy nenories

of his sllnny nature. Tr,ro days before his death.

he vi-sited your secretary in the Count;r Office

Building and s;,snf the time remini.scing.
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