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THE SUTTER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SANUARY MEETING WILL BE HELD

AT THE COMMUNIry, - ,  MEMORIAL MUSEUM

AT 7230 P.M. on TUESDAY, JAN. 15, l99l
*  * * * *  n* l t * * * * * * * * * * *  * *  * *  * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * ! *

THE ANNUAL SUTTER BUTTES NATURE

HIKES WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY,

MARCH 9,  t99 l  AND AGAIN ON SATURDAY,

MARCH 23, 1991.. Tl-EFE REMAI\6 Sl5.

PER PERSON. WE MEET AT THE MUSEUM

AT 9:  A.M.  AND CARPOOL INTO THE BUTTES.

BRING A BROWN BAG LUNCH.

PREPAID RESERVATIONS SHOULD BE MADE

AT THE MUSEUM BY MARCH 7,  J99l
I t  * *  * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * . t f *  * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * *

THE ANNUAL BUS TRIP WILL BE SATURDAY,

APRIL 6, t99t

MORE ABOUT THIS LATER

CHECK THE APRIL BULLETIN

:
* * * * * t * t + * * * * i f  t + t c * * * l t * * * * * t c * t t J f  i . t t * l f  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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PltUSIl)l,il.lT' S I{ESSACB

I trust all of you had a joyous Chrlstmas and look '

forward to the prlceless glft of the New Year.

The new year ls a pr iceless gi f t  for nany reasonsi

l t  has no pr lce nark stamped on l t i  l t  cannot be welgh6d,

because no scale can balance lts value. The glver asks

onLy that l t  be used wlsely and wel l .  The New Year ls a

jewe1, rare and unlque. It cannot be purchased, dlsplayed

or sold. No other treasure holds the posslbl l l t les thls gl f t

offers. The New Year w111 have a golden thread nrnnlng through

lt ,  and only wlth great care wlI I  thls jpwel.  retaln l ts luster.

Carelessness, lngratttude and selflshness wll1 tarnlsh the

brlll lance. and break the unspolled thread. Guard lt closely,

through weak fingers lt wlll sltp from the hand. Accept the

New Year as lt ls offered fron the heart of the glver. Conslder

the New Year as the most treasured of all possesslons.

01d t lnes, o1d fr lends, how dear are these. To treasure

now ln memorles. Happy New Year to each one of you.

Cone and enjoy an evenlng wlth your frlends as the Hlstorlcal

Soclety wIII present a unlque show of sllcles from Australla, New

Zealand, and Fljl, Davld Tarke wl1l present these slldes and I

an sure you wlll enjoy the program. The day ls Tuesday, January

L5, 1991 at 7lJ0 P.M. at the Comnunlty I' lemorlal Museun.

}Je wlll have a l{useum update from our Curator, Jackle Lowe..

Sorne ldeas have surfaced regardlng the Agrlcultural addltlon.

Refreshnents wlll be served and I look forward to seelng you.

Br1ng a frlend

Elalne Tarke



Dl rec to r r  s  Repor t

Recen t l y  t he  Museum has  rece l ved  many  l nqu i r l es  rega rd lng
l t s  co l l ec t l on  po l l c y .  The  po l l c y  l s  ve ry  s imp le  :  I ' t o  co l l ec t ,
p rese rve  and  l n te rp re t  t he  cu l tu ra l  he r l t age  o f  Su t te r  Coun ty " .
Pu t t l ng  the  po l l cy  l n to  e f fec t  l s  no t  so  s imp le .

wha t  cons t l t u tes  Su t te r  coun ty  h l s to ry  ?  Techn lca l l y
eve ry th lng  tha t  was  eve r  l n  t he  Coun ty  wou ld  seem to  qua l i f y ,
bu t  we  know tha t  space  l s  a  p rec lous  th lng ,  neve r  more  so  than  a t
the  Museum,  and  tha t  c r l t e r l a  so  l oose  l s  somewha t  imprac t l ca l
and  po ln t l ess .  So  wha t  does  the  Mt t seum s ta f f  l ook  fo r  when  some
generous  c l t l zen  wan ts  to  make  a  dona t lon?  A  "co l l ec t i on
eva l t t a t i on "  shee t  l s  f l l l ed  ou t  f o r  eve ry  ob jec t  t ha t  we  cons lde r
add lng  to  the  co l l ec t l on .  Bas l c  cons lde ra t l ons  l nc lude  the
obJec t ' s  cond l t l on ,  l t s  cu r ren t  and  l ong  t e rm  conse rva t l on  needs ,
wr l t t en  and  o ra l  documen ta t i on  o f  t he  obJec t ' s  h l s to ry  l n  su t te r
county,  o ther  suppor t lng ln format ion to  add to  our  knowledge
abou t  t he  ob jec t  and  l t s  p lace  l n  Su t te r  coun ty  h i s to ry ,  and  the
exh lb l t  po ten t l a l ,  be  l t  nex t  mon th  o r  l n  t he  nex t  decade  ,  o f  t he
ob j  ec t .

One of  the nost  tmpor tant  th lngs to  remember when th lnk ing
abon t -obJec ts  to  dona te  to  the  Museum l s  t he  s to ry  they  can  te l l
abou t  some aspec t  o f  Su t te r  Coun ty  h l s to ry .  f dea l l y  we  env l s ion
no t  hav lng  to  dea l  w l th  a  s lng le  ob jec t ,  bu t  w i th  a  g roup  o f
ob jec t s  t ha t ,  ds  a  g roup ,  t e I I  t he  s to r y  o f  a  s i ng le  f am l l y  o r
bus lness ,  o r  a  pa r t i cu la r  aspec t  o f  Su t te r  Coun ty  h l s to ry .  Fo r
example,  perhaps your  fa ther  was a farmer who owned and worked
seve ra l  peach  o rcha rds . The  fam l l y  1s  no  l onger  l n  t ha t
bus lness ,  bu t  you  s t l l l  have  a l l  t he  o ld  o f f l ce  reco rds  tha t  you r
fa the r  kep t  t o  do  h i s  bus iness .  Sounds  l l ke  p re t t y  bo r lng  s t t t f f ,
r l gh t?  Maybe ,  bu t  l t  sounds  more  l l ke  go ld  to  us .  o f f l ce
reco rds  can  te l l  us  th ings  l i ke  the  go lng  wage  fo r  f l e l d  worke rs
l n  t he  pas t . They  m lgh t  t e l l  us  the  e thn l c  make  up  o f  t he
worke rs  and  the i r  ages .  we  can  a l so  l ea rn  th ings  abou t  t he  r l se
and  fa l l  o f  t he  peach  l ndus t r y  l n  Su t te r  Coun ty  and  the  ab l l l t y
o f  t he  sma l l  f a rmer  to  make  a  l i v i ng .  And  you  though t  l t  was
Jus t  a  bunch  o f  mus ty  o ld  papers  !

ob jec ts  can  work  tha t  same so r t  o f  mag lc  and  te I I  t t s
wonder fu l  s to r i es  too ,  bu t  w l th  ob jec ts  we  have  to  " readn  the
in fo rma t ion  w i th  even  g rea te r  ca re .  The  mos t  lmpor tan t  t h ing  to
remember about  an objeet  that  you th ink the Museum might  be
in te res ted  i n  l s  :  don ' t  make  1 t  l ook  b rand  new.  we  rea l i ze
that  when you g lve someth lng,  you want  to  c lean 1t  up and make
i t  l ook  r rnewr f  .  Bu t  when  you  do  th i s  w i th  an  ob jec t  o f  any  d9€ ,
you  a re  des t roy ing  the  h i s to ry  o f  t he  ob jec t  and  e ras ing  i t s
ab i l i t y  t o  t e l l  us  i t s  s t o r y .  You  wou ldn ' t  e rase  t he  w r i t l ug
o f f  an  o ld  documen t  t o  make  the  paper  l ook  new,  so  p lease  don r t
e rase  the  bas l c  d i r t  and  rus t  o f f  an  o ld  ob jec t  t o  make  i t  l ook
ne$r .  Soap and water ,  pa lnt  and good ln tent ions are responslb le



f o r  ru ln lng  a  vas t  anoun t  o f  eu r  h l s to ry ,  h l s to ry  tha t  can ' t  be
reproduced.  f f  you have an obJect ,  or  ob jects ,  that  you want  to
donate to  the Museum, brush of f  the cobwebs and excessive d l r t
wl th  a dry  c lo th,  then ca l l  us up and lnv l te  us to  cone and take
a  l ook .  $ {e  wonr t  t h lnk  o f  you  as  a  bad  housekeep€r ,  bu t  as  a
good  h l s to r l an .

The  exh lb1 t ,  r rE legance  Pas t ,  1875  -  1940  :  S l x t y - f l ve  yea rs
of  Sut ter  County Fashlonrr ,  openlng January 19 ls  an excel lent
exanp le  o f  ob jec ts ,  l n  t h l s  case  c lo th lng ,  t e l1 lng  s to r l es .
l fh l le  the exhib l t  lnc ludes some wonder fu l  examples of  fashlon
w1 th ,  un fo r tuna te l y ,  no  l oca l  h l s to ry  a t tached ,  many  o f  t he
d resses  do  have  s to r l es  and  pe rsona l l t i es  tha t  a re  pa r t  o f  t he l r
h l s to r l es  and  en r l ch  ou r  v lew lng  p leasu re .  one  such  p lece  l s  t he
cooper  grosgrg ln I 'go lng awayrr  dress of  Ml l l1e Stoker  worn af ter
her  weddlng out  on L lncoln Road to Isaac Newton Rodefer  1n May,
1888 .  Ano the r  l s  t he  wh l te  ba t l s te  d ress  worn  by  Maude  Rober t s
at  her  1906 graduat lon f rom Sut ter  Unlon Hlgh School .  Maude
con t lnued  to  wear  the  d ress  f rom t lme  to  t lme ,  w l th  a l t e ra t l ons ,
up  un t l l  a  yea r  be fo re  he r  dea th .  A11  o f  t he  d resses  i n  t he
exhlb l t  are beaut i fu l  examples,  that  together  show a surpr ls lng
range  o f  e ras  and  s t y les ,  bu t  t he  d resses  you  w111  p robab ly
remember best  w111 be those that  made you fee l  as l f  you had,  i f
on l y  b r l e f I y ,  me t  t he  weare r .

Jack le Lowe



CONTRIBUTIONS TO AG

Mae E. Brown

James & Claireen Tarke

Mr & Mrs L. Schmidl

Jack & Helen Heenan

Alber t ,  Mary & Kel ley Ulmer

Bee & Dick Brandt

Dewey Gruening

Mary C.  Gi l l is

Dan Hewitt

Tom & Marnee Crowhurst

Tom & Marnee Crowhurst

Eleanor Holmes

Ken & Vivian Calhoun

Ivadel Simmons

Mary C.  Gi l l is

Robert & Jan Schmidl

Robert & Jan Schmidl

Hildred A. Bailey

Jim & Alberta Gilpatr ic

Jim & Alberta Gilpatr ic

Jim & Atberta Gilpatr ic

Jim & Alberta Gilpatr ic

Bogue Country Club

Bogue Country Club

Bogue Country Club

Dan Hewitt

Norman & Loadel Piner

BLDG. FUND & TRUST FUND

Outright gift

Iri merof/ of Walter Ettl

In memory of Ralph E. Bud Berry

In memory of Ralph I 'Bud'f Berry

In memory of Arlene Harris

In memory of Bess Harmon

In memory of Gloria Mil ler Rapp

In memory of  Wi l lard W. Wi l l

In memory of Joseph E. Whitaker

In memory of Bess Harmon

In memory of Dave Sanborn

In memory of Jeanine Secrist

In memory of Terry Richert

In memory of Jeanine Secrist

In memory of Elsa Gibson

In memory of Amar K. Bains

In memory of Mason Hatamiya

In memory of Guy Davis

In memory of Dan Walker

In memory of Li l l ian Birdsley

In memory of John.Loomis

In memory of Gloria Hubbard

In memory of Edith Ohleyer

In memory of Don Curtis

In memory of Barney Eubanks

In memory of John F. rrDoc' Loomis

In memory of Norma & Howard Harter



THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY EARL RAMEY FOR THE

JANUARY 1963 BULLETIN.  SINCE SO MANY OF OUR READERS

HAVE NOT HAD THE ADVANTAGE OF READING IT BEFORE I

FELT IT WORTH REPEATING. ENJOY.

THE EDITOR



WAU-KEE-TAW

CHIEF OF THE YUBUS

BY EARL RAMEY

The subject of this paper is pretty certainly the earl iest resident

of Yuba City of whom we have any specif ic record. He was called Wau-

Kee-Tau and was the last chief of the Yubu Indians who had their ranch-

eria on the west bank of the Feather River opposite the mouth of the Yuba.

This tr ibe and rancheria were noted as early as l84l by John A. Sutter,

and he and others, used the name of the tiibe Yubu, to designate the

river b ut which was later changed to Yuba.

Waukeetaw f irst became known by name to the public as a result of

his prominence in the activit ies relative to the removal of the Yubu to a

reservation in 1856. The Congress of the'United States had established

a system of reservations and farms for Cali fornia Indians in 1853. The

one nearest to this community was the Nome Lackee reservation in Tehama

County. But not a great deal was done towards sett l ing these reservations

unti l  1855 when Colonel Thomas J. Henley was appointed Indian agent for

Calif  ornia.

The matter of removal of the Yubus was f irst brought to the attention

of the community by a letter signed J.H.B. and printed in the Marysvi l le

Herald of May 19, 1855. The writer had just visited Nomb Lackee where

nearly 1000 indians had already been gathered and where 1000 acres were

under cultivation. He had high praise for Colonel Henley and his progran:.

for the welfare.,of the natives, expecial ly the plan for schooling and

technical training for the young. The writer urged the editor to do what

he could to encourage the removal of the Yubus. And he warned that

some interested persons were trying to inf luence the indians to resist

removal.

Later another letter signed E.M. and dated at Empire Ranch told

how a sub-agent from Nome Lackee, S.P. Storms, who was able to

speak the language of the indians at the ranch, had succeeded in pers-

uading about a hundred of them to go to,the reservation. This writer

also praised Colonel Henley for the f ine program he was carrying out.
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And a new item noted the fact that Mr. Storms had been working around

Grass Val ley persuading indians of that region to Bo to Nome Lackee.

So the residents of Yuba-Sutter became interested in the proposit ion of

removing the Yubus.

In the issue of Nov. l ,  1855 the editor of  the Herald brought the

matter to the attent ion of his readers in an editor ial  in which he wrotel
I'The removal of these indians from their rancheria on the bank of the Yuba

to the Nome Lackee rEservat ion is in comtemplat ion. The ci t izens of

Yuba City and our own ci t izens should give every encouragement to this

undertaking of Col.  Henley. At the reservat ion they wi l l  be kept sober

and taught to work.. .here they are a diseased, vic ious and drunken race.

I f  they remain among us they wi l l  become ext inct. . .They are worthyi

of a better lot.rr

Not unt i l  Oct.  1856 when Mr. Storms made a vis i t  to Marysvi l le

and Yuba City was any definite action taken. The sub-agent was sent

to learn the wishes and opinions of the white r€rsidents and to note the

condit ion of the indians. After talk ing with a number of prominent people

he left with the impression that the residents favored removal.

In the news i tem giving an account of Mr. Stormsrvisi t  the editor-

descr ibed the Yubus as "miserable" with many sick and many intoxicated

because "some white men cont inue to sel l  them l iquor despite the law."

Perhaps i t  ought to be explained here why the "Yuba City Indiansrr

were of concern to the residents of Marysvi l le.  Cordua had found a

tr ibe of indians occupying the present si te of Marysvi l le when he

arr ived in 1842. But these Marysvi l le indians had been dispersed completely

by the sett lement of the ci ty.  Most of them had gone to the foothi l ls,

but some had joined the Yubus and other Sutter county tribes. As the

Yubus deviated from their  pr imit ive economy and adjusted to the urban

way of l i fe,  the smal l  sett lement of Yuba City was not adequate to their

demands and contributi6ns. So they would go across the river to Marys-

vi l le hunt ing work as wel l  as favors- gi f ts of food and clothing and even

money. The white residents referred to them 'as rrbummers" and sus-

pected them of being guilty of numerous petty thefts. There was much

sent iment in ' favor of their  removal al though there is evidence that some
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of this desire for removal was the resutt of an uncomfortable em-

barrassment in the presence of the former owners of the land from

which the sett lers had displaced these original owners without due

process, a sacred principle of Anglo-Saxon culture.

As a preliminary preparation for the removal project the editor

of the Herald had asked General Sutter to take a census of al l  Sutter

Coirnty indians. The General reported that bn his farm the Hock tribe

numbered ten men, seven women and three children. Of the Yokulmeys

there were seven men, four women and one child. The Olash tr ibe

had ten men, nine women, and one child. As for the Yubus he could

only estimate them as numbering about one hundred. They were too

much scattered on both sides of the river to be counted.

Colonel Henley came to Marysvi l le the last week of November

1855 to make plans for the removal. A general meeting was arranged

to be held at the rancheria in Yuba City on Nov. 24. Henley was

aicompanied to Yuba City by members of the press, city off icials

of Marysvi l le and other interested cit izens. There they were joined by

certain residents of Yuba City and General Sutter. The party went to

the I'council wigwam" of the Yubus where the indians had also gathered.

There were members of the four tr ibes including Oitey, Chief of

the Hocks, Oloi, Chief of the Olash and Waukeetaw of the Yubus. And

the reporter noted that there were three "good looking indian soldiers"

who had served in General Sutter 's army during the Civi l  War of 1845

when Governor Michelterreno was overthrown.
. General Sutter f irst addressed the indians in 'Spanish attempting

to explain to them the purpose of the gathering. There is no doubt

that the General was f luent in Spanish, but i t  is very doubtfut that the

Sutter County indians understood Spanish any more readily than English.

B ut fol lowing Sutter, Captain M.M. Dobbins of the Marysvi l le Rif les

spoke to them in their own dialect telling them of the advantages they

would enjoy at Nome Lackee. Waukeetaw replied and spoke for his

people. He said the Yubus were ryilling to go, but that they wanted to

delay their departure one month so that they coirld hold two more dances
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and also have time to eat up the provisions they had on hand. . : Col.

Henley agreed to the delayrbut insisted that it must be no more than

one month.

The C;lonel then addressed the white persons who were present.

He predicted that certain "evil persons" in the community would try to

impede the removal by attempting to stir up resistance on the part of

the indians. He urged those present to do all they could to offset this

obstruction. Just who those rrevil persons" were we are not told. A

few employers foundrthe indians a cheap source of common labor; and

the liquor dealers who sold them intoxicants have already been referred

to. But otherwise it is difficult to guess at the identity of any others

who would have been interest6d enough to discourage removal except.

ing possibly a very few who might have sensed the moral phase of

expell ing the original owners from their humble homes. But these

ob jectors would not likely have been classes as I'evil".

In all of the later references to the indians removed they are

called Yubas. Whether or not any members of the other three Sutter

county tribes were included we have no record. The name Yub a glve

way to the modern version, Yuba.

Colonel Henley returned one month later and began to execute the

removal. I t  is signif icant that the Marysvi l le Herald gave very few

details of the operation. It was noted that "about 50 Diggers[ were

arrested and held in the city jai l  unti l  taken to Yuba City by the

Marysville police to be turned over to the Indian agent. All accounts

up to this point would give the impression that the indians were being

persuaded to move and not forced; but in this case force was admittedly

used. The news item gave no idea of how the Indians were to be moved

to Nome Lackee. The editor was clearly ashamed of the procedure.

He added to the short item I'lt seems hard to remove the poor creatures

from the homes of their fathers...." But he repeated the description

of "deplorable" conditions under which they were living and concluded
I'The city wil l  be r id of a nuisance.tr



But fortunately,a reporter of the Sacramento Union considered

these removal operatidns of sufficient interest to his ,".i"r, to warrant

a long column containing several  detai ls which were bel ieved by the

Marysvi l le editor better lef t  untold. As has already been stated Nome-

Lackee was south-west of the town of Tehama. So Colonel Henley

used the publ ic r iver transportat ion to get his charges to Tehama from

which place the trip to the reservation could be easily made by land.

But he had to take them from Yuba City to Sacramento on one boat

and from Sacramento on another boat up the Sacramento River. ; to

Tehama. Consequent ly,  when the Cleopatra arr ived in Sacramento from

Marysvi l le with sixty-six indians aboard the event was news. And with

the information which the reporter of the Union relayed to us we can

now go back to Yuba City to complete the removal story.

When Colonel Henley arr ived at the rancheria Waukeetaw told him

that he and the Yubas had changed their minds about going away. They

wanted to remain. He admitted that he had agreed to go a month

eai l ier but declared that now they were unwil l ing. Henley then tr ied

again to persuade him that it was best that they go where they could

have better care and proper food, pointing out that if they stayed in their

present locat ion they would die.

To this warning Waukeetaw was quoted as replying "Die here -  good;

go away and die - no good.! He assured the Colonel that they "could die

contentedly on their  own stamping grouh/ but not in any strange

local i ty. ' r  When Henley saw that further persuasion was useless he told

Vaukeetaw that the f'Great Chief" had given him orders to remove the

tr ibe and that they must to.  The Yubb,Chief t r ied again to reply

whereupon Henley became f i rm tel l ing him not: to argue further.  Wau*

keetaw evident ly recognized that he and his fot lowers had no choice;

so he began col lect ing his people and advising them to prepare for the

journey.

Many of the men of the tribe refused to prepare and let it be

known that they did not intend to go. Some of them moved across the

river supposing that they would be. out of reach of the Colonel and his

assistants.  I t  was at this point that the Marysvi t le pol ice helped the
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proiect by arresting and confining those indians they could find in the

city. These were held overnight and delivered to Hanley the next

morning in t ime to go aboard the Cleopatra.

There was unanimous resentment on the part of the Yubas at

being forced to leave their homes; so they resolved to burn their pole

and mud houses and all the supplies they had accumulated rather than

allow others to appropriate them after they were gone. Colonel Henley

tr ied to dissuade them from this action contending that the houses and

food ought to be left for those numbers of the tribe who were not

going at that time to the reservation; and he even offered to give

them blankets for the food, which offer some accepted. But during

the night many of them sl ipped away from the camp, where they were

waiting to board the boat, and back to the rancheria where they set

f ire to the houses. The next morning they went aboard the Cleopatra.

The party arrived in Sacramento the afternoon of the same day

and went ashore at the foot of I Street. They were bedded down in

a frbight shed beside the bank of the r iver. Fires";were made on the

vank where they prepared food which was purchased for them at the

nearby stores. The fol lowing morning they boarded another boat for

Tehama.

Of the sixty-six Yubas in the group there were thirty-six men,

twenty women and ten children. The Union reporter obviously an alert

journalist noticed two facts which made'him curious. There were no

old men or old women; and there were no children over eight years of

age. He asked Waukeetaw why there were no old persons or older

children. But the only explanation he got was the statement that
rrThey al l  die."

Waukeetaw's explanation of the absence of old persons was pro-

bably quite correct. But i t  is not a l ikely,reason for the absence of

children over eight. A more plausible explanation is the indlan

apprentice law which a few years later became a scandal in Cali fornia.

This law al lowed the courts to bind indian children into service',of a

family, a condit ion which varied l i t t le from slaveryi We know that

some indian children were so held in Marysvi l le at the t ime.
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Certainty all of the California indians were not happy on the

reservations. And the Yubas were not happy, wb know, because during

the f ive or six years fol lowing their  removal most of them dri f ted

back to Yuba 6hd'Sutter count ies. A news i tem in 3anuary 186l nroted

that most of the Yubas were back. And another item quoted a

returned "Digger" as declaring that Waukeetaw had come back as far

as the Empire Ranch where he had been ki l led by some of the Empire

indians. The item added that the bearer of this information could not

speak wel l  enough to give any further detai ls.  The editor expressed

regret to learn of the chiefrs death adding that rrwaukeetaw has always

been recognized as a sensible and good hearted man.r l

A few days later the editor received the fol lowing let ter;

"Empire Ranch, January 21, 186l

Sir---you make paper say me dead. Me no dead - me live. My sister

be dead - my sister muchee cryi, Tell 'em make paper say Wau-kee-taw

no dead. My wife, Sue, got s ick hand, but iWaukeetaw no dead.

Yours, good Injun

Wau-kee-taw"

Obviously this letter had been written by some white person at

the dictat ion of Waukeetaw. But i t  is doubtful  that the attempted

reproduction of the diction and accent is very accurate because of the

habit of the time to follow stereotyped usages attributed .to various

groups. But there would not likely have been any reason to distort the

information carr ied in the let ter.

A few days later a delegat ion of f ive or six indians cal led at the

city police station in Marysville and asked to be taken to the "paper manfl

who had printed the news of Waukeetaw's death. The police took them

to the off ice of the Democrat.  The editor,  John R. Ridge, who himself

was a Cherokee indian, had a long talk with the delegation in broken

English and broken Digger. The Yubas of Sutter county had heard of the

death of Waukeetaw and had resolved to avenge his death. They had

assembled, rrpainted up",  secured arms, and made ready to go to Empire

Ranch. But they wanted more dgtai ls of  the ki l l ing and had sent this

delegation to try to verify the report.



Ridge told them how he had f irst published the motice of the
death on the strength of the rumor which he had heard, and also how he
had received the letter supposed to be from waukeetaw declaring that
he was not dead. But he further assured them that he could not be
certain that the letter was genuine. The indians held a coun ci l  and
decided to send two runners to Empire Ranch to learn the truth of the
matter. so Ridge wrote them a letter addressed to Mooney, or any
other white man at the Ranch, explaining their mission and requesting
good treatment for them.

Ridge wfote in the news item describing the visit  by the delegation
t'The Diggers look savage and say that if it be true that waukeetaw is
ki l led, they wil l  avenge his:death."

Two days later the runners were back in Marysvi l le with the best
evidence they could possibly have found; they b rought waukeetaw. He
called on Ridge presenting the fol lbwing letter:
t 'Empire Ranch, Jan. 24, 186l

sir--the bearer of this is a renowned Indian chief, waukeetaw, whose
death has been lately reported. He visits you for the purpose of
refuting the late report; he is a good indian and drinks no whiskey.
The scarcity of beef is the only thing from which we feared he
would die. Anyrfavors extended to him wil l  be duly appreciated by

Yours respectful ly

Ihos. Mooney."

After print ing this letter from Mooney Ridge added 'waukeetaw

was warmly received by his Digger subjects in this city who were
await ing the news by the runners whom they had sent to inquire as to
his death. They were much delighted to behold their beloved sovereigh
whom they had mourndd as dead.

waukeetaw found a new home down the river on Hock Farm where
he lived nearly three years. But in August, 1853 there appeared the
fol lowing notice in the Marysvi l le Appeal:

Notable Death.

A tal l  corpulent, pox-marked Digger...  stalked ir i to the Appeal sanctum
yesterday and informed us in a dolemn manner as fol lows:
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'Me bluth'n law Waukeetaw, Captain Yuba Inj ins--he mubh dead;

Sacramento  In j in  po isbn no  gocd.  By 'm bye k i l l '  em' . . .
I 'We ascertained that he is a Hock Farm Indian. He stuck to

his story that the Chief of  the Yubas was dead, poisoned by Sacramento

indians and claimed to be his brother- ln- law. Waukeetaw was a good

Inj in and the sorry remnants of his tr ibe have been for many years the-

inoffensive, or iginal  bummers of this ci ty and vicini ty.  Waukeetaw

himself  was a frequent vis i tor at  the Appeal sanctum and always appl ied

for a let ter of  recommendation and two bi ts to bet beef whenever he

went to a fandango of a neighboring tr ibe.. ."
I 'He was reported to be dead once before, and we st i l l  hope to

learn that he has not swal lowed the poison intended for some miserable

cur.  We had a suspicion that coppery rrbluth- in- lawrr was playinB on our

sympathiesl  neverless we gave him a br ight new dime and charged him

to go and buy a watermel lon.. .not whiskey. And he went.rr

-  Some t ime later the death was given of f  ic ial .  not ice in a Sacramento

paper.

We have ci ted a witness who test i f ied that Waukeetaw had not

acquired the vice of dr inking whiskey, the habit  which was part ial ly

to blame for the lamentable condit ion of the Cal i fornia indians. How-

ever,  we have noted also that he was addicted to the consumption of

beef,  a habit  which normal ly would not be classed as vic ious. But in

the month of August,  especial ly in the 1863 before refr igerat ion was

avai lable, f resh beef could become as toxic as cheap alcohol.  And an

indiscret quant i ty of spoi led beef could be fatalr ,  So we can reasonably

guess that some of his indian fr iends from the Sacramento River served

hin beef and poisoned him but probably not intent ional ly.

Waukeetaw's sad and violent ending hardly bears out his phi losophy

which he was quoted as pronouncin g "Die here---good."


