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The News Bullet in is published quarterly by the Society in Yuba City,
Cali fornia. The annual membership dues includes receiving the News

nullet in and the Museum's Muse News. At the Aprit  l98z Apri l  Dinner

Meeting it  was voted to change the By-laws to combine t lre member-

ships of the Society and the Museum.

The 199? dues are due as of January l ,  199?
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Please excuse the looks of the covers on this Bulletin. We have had

to use a loaner copiei since our lovely one broke down and it has the

bad habit of wrinkling the paper as it runs through the machine.

The Editor.
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ocToBER 15, l99l HISTORICAL SOCTETY MEETTNG AT THE

COMMUNITY MEMORIAL MUSEUM AT 7:30 P.M.

THE SPEAKER HAS NOT BEEN CONFIRMED AT THIS TIME

BUT SHOULD BE AS INTERESTING AS THE ONES WE HAD

AT OUR JULY MEETING. THEY GAVE US THE HISTORY OF

THE START OF THE GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANIES IN THIS

AREA.

WE WILL BE LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING ALL OF YOU.

, ( *J tJ rJCJr** * * *J ( * * * . r ( . t ( * * * *X*J(J ( * * * * * * * * * * * * *  *  * * * * * * )e )F)e*J+ * ) f  )F )F*J( * * * * * *Je

GLEANINGS GATHERED BY WINNIE GREENE WERE ALWAYS AN

INTERESTING ITEM IN DAYS GONE BY. HERE IS ONE YOU SHOULD

FIND VERY AMUSING.

Treasurer's Notice

I hereby give notice that I wit l  visit  the different Townships and

Bars in this County in from ten to f i f teen days from this date,

for the purpose of col lecting taxes. All  persons who have been

assessed wil l  please be ready with the amount of their taxes.

Levi Taylor, Treasurer

County of Yuba

From Marysvi l le Herald, September 24, 1850
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Dl rec to r r s  Repo r t

The  l " l useum l s  ce leb ra t l ng  i t s  s l x teen th  b i r t hday  th i s  yea r
wl th  an exhlb l t  and a par ty .  Some people have asked us why we
are  mak ing  s t t ch  a  fuss  ove r  16  yea rs ,  i t s  no t  l l ke  the  Museum l s
a  pe rsou  who  a t  s i x teen  ge ts  l t s  d r l ve rs  l l cense  and  somehow
fee ls  mc) re  g rown-up ,  bu t  l n  a  way  tha t  l s  exac t l y  wha t  l s
happen lug  a t  t he  Museum th l s  yea r  :  we  a re  beg inn lng  to  fee l  more
q rown-up .

In  l t s  lS th  yea r  t he  Museum s ta f f  and  Commlss lon  can  l ook
back  aud  see  tha t  much  p rog ress  has  been  made .  The  Museum i s  no
Ionger  f l gh t l ng  fo r  a  reason  to  su rv l ve ,  t he  commun i t y  c lea r l y
tunders tands  the  ueed  fo r  s t t ch  a  he r l t age  o rgan iza t i on  l n  t he l r
m lds t  :  t h i s  l s  t ru l y  a  wonder fu l  t h lng  to  ce leb ra te .  Peop le
have  begun  to  expec t  qua l i t y  exh ib l t s  and  p rog rams  f rom the
Museum and  we  have  an  ob l l ga t l on  to  mee t  and  exceed  those
expec ta t i ons .

Much  o f  t he  c red i t  f o r  t he  success  o f  t he  Museum goes  to  the
H is to r l ca l  Soc ie t y .  Pe rseve rance  and  l o t s  o f  ha rd  work  wen t
lu to  s ta r t l ug  a  museum In  Su t te r  Coun ty .  The  examp le  se t  i n  t he
ear l y  days  o f  t he  Su t te r  Coun ty  Museum ln  Car r l age  square  du r lng
the  1950s  aud  1970s  and  by  the  f l r s t  d i rec to r  o f  t he  Cornmun l t y
Memor ia l  Muse t tm ,  Jean  G t rs t i n ,  g i ves  us  much  to  l i ve  up  to .

In  the  June  1991  l ssue  o f  H ls to ry  News  an  a r t i c l e  on
teach ing  h i s to ry  to  ch i l d ren  l i s t s  t he  th ings a  museum i s  a t rd  l s

Commun i t y  Memor la l
a  museum l s  ra the r

no t . We hope that  when you th lnk of  the
Museum you th ink of  us in  terns of  the th lngs
than the th iugs a museum is  not  :

A  mr rseum i s  :
a  p l6Ee of  exc l tement
a  p l ace  o f  cu r l os l t y
a  p l ace  o f  pa r t l c i pa t l ou
a  p l ace  o f  l ea rn i ng

A museum is  not  :
a foff i lace
a  p l ace  o f  s i l ence
a  p lace  where  d ign i t y  i s  impor tan t

These  l i s t s  a re  good  c r l t e r i a  t o
a t  a  museum,  whe the r  i t  i s  yo r l r  l oca l
Ins t i t u t i on .  Wha t  b lnds  a l l  h i s to ry
they  a l l  s ta r ted  :  w i th  the  need
in te rp re t  and  sha re  h i s to ry .

use  when  I ook ing  c r i t i ca l l y
museum o r  t he  Smi thson ian

museums together  ls  the way
to  co l l ec t ,  ho ld  on  t o ,



Four  cen tu r l es  ago  Thomas  Fu l l e r ,  a l l  Eng l l sh  d l v ine  sa id  the
fo l l ow ing  r

Hls tory  maketh a young man o ld wl thot r t  e i ther
wr ink les  o r  g ray  ha l r s ,  p r l v l l eg lng  h lm  w i i l r
the exper ience of  age wl thout  e l ther  the
in f l rm l t l es  o r  i nconven ieuces  the reo f  .

I n  June  1991 ,  Myron  Marby ,  a  h i s to r l an  and  wr i t e r  gave  t . h i s
t ime less  w isdom a  d i f f e ren t  tw i s t  :

Hls tory  maketh an o ld man young despl te
wr lnk les  and  g ray  ha i r ,  p r i v i l eg tng  h in r
wi th  the lmaglnat lon of  youth wi thout
e i t he r  t he  l nd ign l t l es  o r  i nconven iences
the reo f .

At  the Communl ty  Memor la l  Museum we would l ike to  bel ieve
that  we are help ing to  do both of  i l rese th ings so that  we are
serv lng the young,  the o ld and everyone in  between to the best  o f
o r l r  ab i l  i t l ' .

In  our  quest  to  cont lnue to  serve the communi ty  and sut ter
coun ty  h i s to ry ,  o r r  Th r r r sday ,  oc tobe r  !7 ,  1991  we  a re  ask ing  a r l
Su t te r  Coun ty  res lden ts  to  s take  the i r  c l a fun  l n  t he  f i i s to ry  o f
the  twen t le th  cen tu ry  by  pa r t l c l pa t l ng  l n  ' ,The  Grea t  w r i t e - rn  :
one  Day  rn  su t te r  coun ty " .  Te I l  us  abou t  you r  day ,  yo r l r  deeds ,
yor l r  thorrghts  whatever  you 1 lke .  Help leave f  t r ture
genera t i o t r s  an  l nd l ca t l on  o f  wha t  l l f e  was  I l ke  i u  t [ e  1990s  by
wr i t l ng  dowu  you r  day .  A l l  o f  t he  con t r i bn t i ons  w i l l  f o ru  a
commun l t y  a rch i ve  and  a  samp l lng  o f  wha t  we  rece i ve  w i l l  be
comp i led  a t l d  p t tb l l shed .  Eve ry th ing  con t r l bu ted  w i l l  r ema in  i n
the  co l l ec t l ons  o f  t he  Museum fo r  f u tu re  genera t i o l l s .  I u  t he
years to  come your  contr ib t t t ions conld t 'maketh a youl lg  man o ld ' ,
aud  "an  o ld  man  youngr r .

Jacquel ine Lowe
Di rec to r /Cura to r



CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE AG.  BLDG.  AND TRUST FUNDS

Wanda Rankin

Orl in & Jo hanna Schuler

The Gentry Family

Mrs. Myrt le Newcomb

Wanda Rankin

Margaret Madden

Wanda Rankin

Wanda Rankin

Ce l ia  E t t l

Richard & Elaine Tarke

Connie Cary

Connie Cary

Connie Cary

Connie Cary

Ce l ia  H.  E t t l

Carol ine S. Ringler

Mrs .  E .  Han lon  Brown

Joe Benatar  &  F ide l i t y  Nat '1 .  T i t le

He len  U.  Br ie r ly

Norma M.  Wel te r

Mr .  &  Mrs .  Gera ld  A .  Frye

Dick & Cuba Scriven

Eleanor Holmes

Nina B. Johnston

Bogue Country Club

Glenna & Ear l  Kay

Patsy & Richard Thompson

Rober t  &  Caro l  Kay

Bogue Country Club

Ann Dietr ich

Norman & Loadel Piner

Norman & Loadel Piner

Mary  & Gary  Ph i l l i ps  &  Fami ly

Carol ine Ringler

Ear l  &  Glenna Kay

Hap & Marie Campbel l

In memory of Robert  S. Gal l igan

In memory of Virginia Goetz

In memory of Mart in Dewey

In memory of Wil l iam R. Cleveland

In memory of Wil l iam R. Cleveland

In memory of Dorothy Mart in

In memory of Kirby Schul l

In memory of Marion Hankins

In memory of Marion Hankins

In memory of Marion Hankins

In memory of Dorothy E. Mart in

In memory of Gordon W. Mart in

In memory of Marion Hankins

In memory of Robert  S. Gal l igan

In memory of Thomas Glenn

In memory of Lei la Winship

In memory of Lei la Winship

In memory of El izabeth 'Winonar Kasenberg

In memory of Mart in E. Dewey

In memory of Margaret & Frank Welter

ln memory of Anne Marie Steidlmayer

ln honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary
of Harold & Jeannette Reische

In memory of Ruth McCampbel l

In memory of Wil l iam R. Cleveland

In memory of Dorothy Mart in

In memory of Nora Reische

In memory of Nora Reische

In memory of Nora Reische

In memory of Gordon Mart in

ln memory of Marion Hankini

In memory of Ruth McCampbel l

In memory of Marion Hankins

In memory of Marion Hankins

In memory of Marion Hankins

In memory of Marion Hankins

In memory of Stephen Thayer



Burwell & Loretta Ullrey

Norman & Loadel Piner

Zelma Corbin

Tom & Marnee Crowhurst

Ray & Lena Frye

Hap & Marie Campbell

Julie Stark

Gerry & Virginia Pierce

Betty & Bil l  Arnett

Mrs. Kenneth L. Brown

James & Judy Barr

Ken & Madge Johnson

Edwina Atterbury & Family

Mr., & Mrs. Harold Quigg

In memory of

ln memor.y of

. In  memory of

In memory of

In memory of

In memory of

In memory of

ln memory of

In memory of

In memory of

In memory of

In memory of

In memory of

In memoryof

Leila Winship

Leila Winship

Leila Wlnship

Leila Winship

Leila Winship

Ted Howard

Marion Hankins

Marion Hankins

Leila Winship

Leila Winship

Leila Winship

Leila Winship

Leila Winship

Leila Winship



The Great Write r in

One Doy in Sutter -1uounty :

The Community Memorial  Museum invi tes
al l  c i t izens of Sutter County
to wri te down or in some way
record your day :
- What you do on that day
- What you care or think about
- What your occupation or avocation is
- l{ow you spend your leisure time
- Vhat you eat
- Who you talk to
- Anything you want to record

for future generations r

October L7, 1991
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Help create a community archive to observe the l6th Birthday of thecommunity Memorial Museum. Document your day on octobe r 17, 199r,and bring or mail your contribution to the tutur"u;n by the end of october.A sampling of the contributions wii l  b.e compil;J;#published. Everythingcontributed wil l  remain in the collections of the rurur"r, for futuregenerations.

Community Memorial  Museum
P. O. Box 1555

ll33 Butte House Road
Yuba City 9j992
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 9OO27 s

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Joyce Huyett or
Ju I y  3 ,  1991  V i ck i  McCoy

(2L3 )  667 -9380

DISCOVER "CALIF'ORNIA'S GOLD" WEEKLY ON PBS THIS F'ALL

I f  you  l i ke  h i e to r y , .  you ' I I  l o ve  "Ca l i f o rn i a ' g  Go Id " ,  wh i ch

a i r s  i n  a  new week ly  t ime  s lo t  on  PBS te lev ie ion  e ta t i ons

s ta tew ide  beg inn ing  th i s  mon th  (Sep tember ) .

Recent ly  endoreed by the Cal i forn la Teachers Aesoeiat ion and

the  Ca l i f o rn ia  Schoo l  Boarde  Aseoc ia t i on ,  "Ca l i f o rn ia 'e  Go ld "  i s

the only program broadcast throughout the etate that coverg

Ca l i f o rn ia  on  a  regu la r  bae ig .

Each program prov ides a fasc inat ing look at  the t reasures to
.be found in  our  s tate as producer , /hoet  Huel l  Howser  explores

Ca l i f o rn ia 'e  r i ch  h i s to ry ,  na tu ra l  wonders  and  cu l tu ra l

d i ve re i t y .

The  f i r s t  f ou r  "Ca l i f o rn ia ' s  Go ld "  p rog rams  in  the  week ly

l i ne -up  i nc lude :

*  PREMIERE- Hieh eea adventuree aboard our  atate-e of f ic la l

ta l l  ea i l ing ehip,  the Cal i forn lan;  and a Journey back ln

t ime to "L iv ing Hietory Day"  at  For t  Roee State Park,  a

h ietor ie  for t  eetabl iehed by RueeLans in  L82L in  Sonoma

County.

*  Journey to  the Centra l  Cal l fornLa Coast  where we' l l  e top ln

San Lule Oblepo at  the wor ld 'e  f l re t  r ro te l ;  p lay a game of

horeeehoee at a former atage coach etop, and epend a day in

the Oceano dunee wl th  the laet  l iv ing "Duni te . "

- -  more



" C a l i f o r n i a ' s  G o l d "
Page Two

*  F ' rom L.A-  to  san Francieeo B"y:  we' l l  v le i t  the famoue
wat te Towere,  recentry  deeignated ae a Nat ional  Landmark,  in
the Wat te area of  Loe An€elee.  Bul l t  by ar t ie t  S lmon Rodla,
the  towera  eoneLe t  o f  t l l ee ,  rocke ,  ehe l l e  and  o the r
na te rLa le .  We '1 I  a leo  t rave l  t o  San  F rancLeeo  to  f l nd  ou t
why the people of  that  c l ty  are eo paeelonate about  the l r
eourdough bread.

* PREMIEBE. Head for the borderer -- aB we vlelt the
northernmoet and the aoutherrunoet towne in our etate. EnJoy
a taete of  the HoreeradLeh Feet lvar  and the eurroundLng
naturar beauty of rure Lake near the oregon border; then
head eouth to  exper ience the co lor fu l  a lghte and eound",?, { .
ca lex leo,  a  border  town that  re f  lecte l te  r ich MexLedn-  \ ' , ' . ;

AmerLean  he r i t age .  (Hd l t on -n  No te :  Some  DRS n ta t l one  w l1 l
a i r  thLa proeram the f i rs t  week of  Octoben_ )

"As a h ietory  buf f ,  th ie  ie  eonreth lng I -ve a lwaye dreamed of
do ing , "  BayB  Howse r .  " ' ca l i f o rn i a ' e  Go ld '  l e  a  t en -yea r  ven tu re .
when  i t ' s  comp le ted ,  we ' l l  have  a  ee r iea  o f  p rog rame tha t  w i l l
document  what  l i fe  was t ike in  Cal l forn ia dur ing the laet  decade
o f  t he  20 th  cen tu ry .  "

Ce leb ra t i ng  the  d i ve re i t y  o f  t he  Go lden  S ta te ,  . ,Ca lL fo rn ia -e

Gord"  (cc x1 ie  funded by a grant  f rom wer le  Fargo Bank and
presented by Huel l  Howeer ProductLong,  in  aeeociatLon wt th KCET-
TV (  PBS,zLoe Angeles )  .

check local  PBS program l is t inge for  broadcast  datee and
t imes  i n  you r  a rea .

s*s

*  CC: Of fered c losed-eapt ioned for  the hear ing impai red on many
Ca l i f o rn i a  PBS  e ta t i ons .



BEAR FLAG PARTY

Throughout the spr ing some rumors persisted that the cal i fornia
authori t ies were going to dr ive American sett lers out of  the country.
From mouth to mouth, words passed that General  Jose Don castro
was making war preparations and was inciting the Indians of Sacramento
Valley to rise up against the Americans as soon as the grain fii:lds were
far enough advanced to be combustible.

captain sutter,  giv ing credit  to these rumors, was already in
act ive campaign against some of the lawless tr ibes.

captain Fremont,  who with his scient i f ic expedit ion, had been for
some t ime in Cal i fornia and had def ied Cal i fornia authori t ies by hoist-
ing the American Flag on Gabilan, or Hawk peak, located thirty miles
from Monterey, had lef t  cal i fornia on his way back east through oregon.

Lieutenant Archibald H. Gi l lespie, of  the Marine corps, who was
accredited as a conf ident ial  agent of the president,  arr ived from Mon-
terey at sutterrs Fort  on Apri l  28th, and on May lst ,  reach€d Lassen's

place and engaged Lassen to take him and catch up with Fremont 's
party.  On May 2nd, with peter Lassen, Neal Sigler,  Stepp, and a negro
servant,  Ben, He was on Fremontrs trai l .  This party,  r id ing hard, passed
through lde's place that day.

on the 7th, two men were sent in advance and the others encamped
at the out let  of  Klamath Lake, unable to ford the r iver and having
had nothing to eat for forty hours. on the morning of the 9th, a
party of Indians made their  appearance. with apparent kindness they
gave the travelers fresh salmon and ferr ied them over the water in
canoes. After a dayrs journey, some thir ty mi les, Gi l lespie met Fremont
at sunset, by a stream named from the event of that night, Ambuscade
creek. The sixteen tired travelers retired early and nere soon sound
asleep

Fremont sat up later than the others to read his let ters and dis-
patches from home. The Indians were thought to be fr iendly and no
watch was kept.
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Just before midnight the camp was attacked by savages, and

Basil  Lajeunesse and a Delaware man were ki l led as they slept, by blows

from axes.

The sound of these blows aroused Kit Carson and Owens, who gave

an alarm. The Indians f led, after ki l l ing with their arrows a Delaware

man by the name of Crane. Among the number of dead Indians left

behind was a chief who had helped Gil lespie that morning with food

and transportation further south.

The next morning they started northward to join the main body,

burying their slain comrades on the way. The whole party started on

the l l th, down the eastern side of the lake, wreaking terrible vengeance

on the natives along the route, according to the statement of Kit Carson,

who played a leading part in the ki l l ings.

The party passed lders place and returned to Lassenrs rancho on

the 2lst, from where, in a few days, they moved and established a

camp on the Marysvi l le Buttes. The return of Fremont to Catifornia

incited more rumors and hopes in the hearts of the American

sett lers.

It  was sometime in the last days of May, 1846, when a young man

by the name of Henry L. Ford, a partner of Wil l iam Moon, stopped his

foaming horse by the cabin of Wil l iam lde and told him that he was

informed by the courier from the south, that General Castro was assem-

bling horses on which to send out a company of Mexican soldiers with

orders to burn the crops and buildings of and dispossess and expel all

American settlers found located north of Sutter's Fort.

Ide made hurried preparations for departure, gave some instructions

to his wife and the rest of the family, said goodbye, and accompanied

by his son Witl iam left with Ford south toward Moon's house.

It was this Ford, who had previously had about four years of

service as a dragoon in the U.S. Army, who on this occasion served

as the Paul Revere of Cali fornia, hurriedly r iding, as he did, as far

south as the Yuba River, where Marysvi l le now stands, giving to the

scattered settlers the alarm of approaching danger at the hands of

the Mexicans.
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The Moon house, built of hewn oak in 1845, and destroyed in 1910,
was located about two miles south of woodson Bridge, and became
the rendezvous of promoters of the Bear Flag party. Among them
were lde, Ford and Merritt, from the present Tehama County, with
semple and some others from colusa. They quickly organized in a
company, to protect their homes and families, to fight the Mexicans,
frif it takes all summerrrr and as some of them proposed, to have their
own state much after the plans of those of Texas, 'rThe Lone Star
State.rr

I amgiving herera new verslon'of,the.f i fst:Beai Flag, as told by
Nathaniel Merri l l ,  the uncle of H. Ford, to Warren N. Voodson of
corning. Mr Merrill began bookkeeping and clerking for the firm of
Moon and Ford January 24, 1850, According to Mr Merri l l 's craim it
was young Ford who, appreciating the propriety, if not the necessity
of having some sort of insignia or banner under which to marchy and
if needs be to fight, was the author of the Bear Flag.

This flag was made from a washed one hundred-pound flour sack,
which had been shipped to california from chile. A red star and a
red border for this improvised flag were cut from a worn red flannel
shirt. In the upper left-hand corner of this flag was a star, and
facing the star was a crudely painted grizzly bear. so crudely painted
was it that the Mexicans mistook it for co-chi-No, or a littte hog.
Along the lower face of this flag were painted the two words,
rfCali fornia Republic.r '

The other version, on which many historians have agreed, was told
by Todd, that Granvil le P. Swift,  Peter Storm, Henry L. Ford and
william Todd made the Bear Flag in the house where they made their
headquarters. No doubt several Bear Flags were made in that month
of June 1846

The sett lers elected Ezekiel Merrit t ,  who knew the country well ,  as

their captain, and proceeded toward Fremontrs camp, to confer with him

on the protection of the settlers and for checking the attack of Don

Castro.
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Fremont firmly stated to them, that as an officer of the

U.S. government, with an exploring party, he could not assist in the

attack on the Mexicans, except in self-defense.

Kit Carson and others under the command of Fremont, begged to

be released, that they might go with the revolutionists, but Fremont

refused.

Now excit ing news came by messenger from the south, that a

private secretary o.f Castro, by the name of Francisco Arce, accomp-

anied by Lieutenant Jose Maria Aliso and eight vaqueros, were herding

170 horses to Santa Clara.

The horses were secured by Castro from Vallejo in Sonoma, and as

Arce stated along the route, were going to be used to mount the

troops for driving the American sett lers out of Cali fornia.

The small group of American revolutionists held a short meeting

and decided to str ike the f irst blow at General Castro, also maybe

to provoke an attack by Mexicans on Fremont and by that break his

neutral i ty.

Arce, after crossing the Sacramento River at Knights Landing,

reached Sutterts Fort on June 8th. T he party of twelve Americans

under the command of Merritt, started on his trail on the afternoon

of June 9th. In passing New Helvetia, the company was increased by

two new recruits. Crossing the American River late in the evening

they made their first stop on the ranch of Allen Montgomery, who

not only furnished them with supper, but he and the other men joined

the party.

Arce, with his escort, had stoplled for the night at the rancho of

Murphy, using his corral for their horses, while Merrit t  and his men

camped within three miles of the place. At early dawn on the

morning of June 10, 1846, they swooped down upon the unsuspecting

Arce and Aliso and disarmed them and their men.

Being gentlemen, in their own rough and ready code, they re-

turned some horses which belonged to Arce personally, also horses

to the rest of his party; they restored also their arms and offered

to part fifty yards and fight the price of Castrors horses out, but

Arce declined this proposition. Then they made him the bearer of the
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message to Castro, that if the latter wanted his horses he could come

after them. On his return, Arce also reported to Castro that the

insurgents had declared their intention to take Sonoma. This declar-

ation was a subject of official announcement at Monterey, two days

b efore Sohoma was captured, which proved that Arce and Aliso had

not falsely,reported the utterance of Merritt and his followers.

Within forty-eight hours after they had started on their exped-

ition, the revolutionists were back in the neighborhood of Fremontrs

camp, with the band of captured horses.



4
I

THE EARLY TRAVELED ROADS OF SUTTER COUNTY

by Bert Ullrey

While not attaining the results desired it has been my aim to

make it as complete as possible.

To begin, the first mode of transportation was by boat from

Sacramento to Nyers Ranch which is Marysville.

In the year 1843 a ferry was built by order of Captain Sutter.

The ferry crossed the Feather River at the town of Nicolaus. From

this location the road went North along and near the present road.

The first stop was Hock Farm. Then the road continued North along

the river to Yuba City.

Several short roads went West from this main road, as they were

used mainly to haul wood and hay to the settlements. The wood was

used for fuel f. the boats and the hay was traded or sold to the

miners for their pack mules.

From Yuba City the road was directed West on what is now

Bridge Street, then, North on what is now Plumas Street, then West

to what is now Onstott Road, then one-half mile North to Butte

House Road which goes West to Sutter.

The roads forked at Sutter. One road went to Stohlman's near

the long Bridge, but the main road, the South Butte Pass Road, went

to West Butte. It was necessary to cross the Butte Slough by ferry

and then proceed West to the Sacramento River where the stage

crossed the Sacramento River by ferry. This ferry was called Winter's

Ferry and was later known as Moon's F€rry. There was no road to

Meridian as they obtained their mail from Colusa.

About one mile East of West Butte the road forked. One road

going North through the low hill, coming out at the little place called

Noyesburg. This was to avoid the high water that prevailed between

West Butte and Noydsburg in the winter months. This road continued

around the Buttes to Pennington and then to Live Oak. The road was
just about in the same location as it is at present.



%

Another road which was travel d a great deal went West from

Tudor across the tule to Kirksville. Again it was necessary to cross

by ferry to cont inue to San Francisco.

Distr ict  Number 70 was reclaimed in 1867 and a br idge was

bui l t  one thousand seven hundred and sixty feet long at a cost of  $101000.

near the lrng Bridge at the Stohlrhan place. Some of the old piling

is st i l l  standing. This road changed the mai l  route to Meridian from

Sutter.

In the year 1850 a ferry was bui l t  just South of the Yuba River

which was used to cross to Yuba City.  Later in 1853 a tol l  br idge was

bui l t  near where the f i f th street br idge was located. This br idge

washed out in 1851.

The road from Yuba City to Live Oak forked off  Butte House

Road and cont inued North near the Stafford and Bihlman Ranches or

may be located as Larkin Road.

A ferry was also placed at the town of Knights Landing.

Also a road led off  f rom the Butte House Road and entered a

canyon on the East side and led into the hills where large religious ,

meetings were held. Theso were known as rrCamp Meetings".

Very few of the roads were graded and were very muddy,, in the

winter. Some were closed because of high water. The roads went

in many directions, but in later years they were surveyed and kept

in linei

This is a reprint of an 'article from our Aprtl 1957 edition.


