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President’s Message

Happy New Year to all our members, new and returning! If
you haven’t yet renewed your membership for 2006, please return
the envelope you received in your last Muse News or drop by the
museum to give them a check. Prices are printed on the inside
cover of your Bulletin.

Have you ever wondered how the work of the Sutter County
Historical Society gets accomplished? Have you ever wished you
could have a role in our decisions about how to use our funds
wisely, what programs to present, even where to hold our
luncheons? How about when we schedule our Buttes hike and bus
trip, what makes its way into the Bulletin, or who’s going to be
next term’s officers? | know there are many many creative, hard-
working people out there who could have a great and positive
impact on our Society. And you’re in luck - we currently have two
vacancies on the Board of Directors!

Our Board meets four times a year for lunch at the Country
Waffle. If you think you might be interested in sitting on the board,
you are welcome to join us at our next meeting, March 21 at 11:30
a.m. In fact, you’re welcome to join us just out of curiosity, no
commitment required! We’d love to have general members attend
our session. ’

If you’re interested in discussing a Director’s position, or just
want to know more about what we do, please call me at 695-2965.
I’d be happy to chat with you about our work and our expectations
of Board members.

Audrey Breeding
President
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Director’s Report

The Museum looks forward to its 31* year of operation. First, a
wonderful traveling exhibit called Precious Cargo, California Indian
Cradle Baskets and Childbirth Traditions will be up in late January. An
accompanying program is scheduled for Wednesday, February 1 at 7:00
p.m. Greg White, professor of Anthropology and Director of the
Archeological Research Program at California State University, Chico will
speak about the native people of our local area. This is a program you
won’t want to miss. The exhibit itself is very special, with 30 native
basket weavers each commissioned to create a traditional cradle basket
from their tribe. This innovative exhibit is brought to us through the
California Exhibition Resources Alliance (CERA). It will remain through
March 5.

Remember to mail or bring by the pink Love’s Messenger form
included in this Bulletin. For just $25, delivery included, the Museum will
take care of your Valentine remembrances.

Join us on Thursday, February 23 for the premiere program of the
new Preservation Series. Every other month or so, we will feature a
different speaker who will relate personal experiences in the restoration
of an historic home or building. These intrepid preservation pioneers will
reveal not only the importance of saving the structures, but the many
possibilities in the process. Our first program features Miles and Hope
Schafer of Meridian who have many adventures to tell about the rescue of
their Victorian-era farmhouse.

Julie Stark
Director
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Memorials

in Memory of Grace Altomar

The 39er Club In Memory of Francis E. Laney, Sr.
: Gayle Christensen
In Memory of Cornelia Smith Dicks Jane Coats
Catherine Booth Eleanor Holmes
Dorothy Jang
in Memory of Daniel Dillon J J Micheli
Jane Boone
‘ in Memory of Edward Le Pine
In Memory of Sylvia Henson Jane Boone
Beeler Tractor Co.
Karen Burrow In Memory of George S. Marumoto
Sandra & Bob Fremd Perry Mosberg & Barbara & Joyce
Eleanor Knox
Eugene & Marilyn Lonon In Memory of Bert Smith
Al & Hazel Micheli Connie Cary
Barbara Putman Gene & Joan Erfle
Gordon & Paula Robb & Family Eleanor Knox
Randy & Shirtey Schnabel
Sharyl Simmons In Memory of Elmer C. & Lela C. Smith
Bob & Donna Smith ' Catherine Booth
Julie Stark
Margaret Turner in Memory of Fujio Wada
M/M Gerald Whitten Walter & Jane Ullrey

Where Does Your Contribution Go?

The preceding list of contributions contains gifts to both the Community
Memorial Museum and the Sutter County History Society.

Currently, all donations to the Historical Society are going into the General
Fund. These monies were exhausted during the construction phase of the Agricultural
Wing and we are now repaying the General Fund from donations. Monies from the
General Fund are used to pay the Society’s annual insurance premium, post office box
rental, Bulletin printing and mailing expenses and other operating expenses.

All donations are greatly appreciated and help keep the Historical Society a
viable entity in the community.
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What's the News?

January Membership Meeting

We have historically held our January meeting on a Tuesday evening at
the Museum. But many people have expressed some hesitancy about coming
out in the January weather at night, so this year we’re trying something
different. Our meeting will be Saturday, January 17, at 2:00 p.m., still at
the museum, and in keeping with tradition, we’ll offer dessert after the
program. _

And what a program! Three of our own - Helen Heenan, Audrey
Breeding, and Mary Crane, long-time Live Oak residents, will give us the history
of the town of Live Oak, including many of their own remembrances.

So please, join us for a relaxing, convivial afternoon of chat and cookies!

Preservation Series

The Museum’s new Preservation Series begins with a presentation by
Miles and Hope Shafer. The Shafers own two buildings in Meridian - the Wood
house which they are living in and restoring and the Odd Fellow’s Hall which is
their next project. The purpose of the series is to highlight the preservation
and restoration of our architectural heritage. Periodically throughout the year
home and business owners will be sharing the history of their structures,
explaining why and how they are saving local history for all of us, and showing
that these old buildings have a place in our community.

The first program is Thursday, .February 23, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Museum. Admission is free and we hope a good crowd will be there to show
their support for our heritage.

Walt Anderson

Walt Anderson will be speaking at the Museum on Friday, January 20,
2006 at 7:00 p.m. There is always a large crowd for Walt’s programs, so
please plan to come early to get a seat. Walt’s book, Sutter Buttes: Inland
istand will be available for sale and in all likelihood, Walt will be more than
willing to sign your copy.
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Love’s Messenger

It’s not too early to order your delightful Love’s Messenger Valentine gift
bag for that special someone! Gift bags contain champagne or sparkling cider,
glasses, chocolate truffles, and lovely small gifts with a silk rose for just $25,
with free delivery on Valentines’ Day, anywhere in the local area. Look for the
order form in this bulletin.

Filling and delivering the gift bags is the work of volunteers, and anyone
is welcome to join us for a fun morning. We start at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday,
February 14.

Buttes Hike

Our ever-popular hike in the Sutter Buttes will be Saturday, March 18
and will be led by the Middle Mountain Foundation. The cost per hiker is $35.
Reservations are required, and early reservations are strongly recommended,
as the number of hikers is limited to 20. The group will split into two parts,
one to tackle the ridge and one to tackle the gentle stroll, so everyone can find
a hike that meets their abilities.

The Middle Mountain Foundation donates their time and expertise to us
for these hikes. Generally the fee goes to the Foundation to help maintain our
beautiful Buttes, but in this case the Foundation generously allows us to keep
all the funds raised.

For reservations, complete and mail the enclosed form with your check.

Bus Ride Around the Buttes

And another popular event - our annual guided bus ride around the
Buttes. The bus ride is Saturday, March 25 and costs $10 per rider. Like the
hike, the bus fills up quickly, so be sure to make your reservations early! The
bus is limited to 40 riders.

Our guide will once again be Don Burtis, who knows so much about the
area it’s hard for him to know what to tell you and what to leave out. You
can’t stump him with a question!

We’d like to extend our great appreciation to Don for volunteering his
time, and also to Ryan Robinson, superintendent of Sutter Union High School,
for providing the bus, and to Lyle Calloway, who drives it for us.
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Que CERA?

Julie Stark

| thought you might like to
know a little background about
CERA, the California Exhibition
Resources Alliance, since you often
see it mentioned here or in the
Muse News. It has some local
history, because our Museum was a
founding member over 15 years ago.
Our Director Jackie Lowe was
instrumental in bringing together a
few small museums with very
limited budgets to block book
traveling exhibits, thereby reducing
rental fees. Eventually, more small
and medium-sized museums joined
the group, and the number of
exhibits that CERA could circulate
among its members increased. in
recent years, CERA has worked with
museums or individuals to actually
create traveling exhibits. For
example, CERA is now working with
The Oakland Museum to create a
traveling version of its popular
exhibit that focused on California’s
role as a staging area for troops
going to Vietnam. What’s Goin’ On?
will be at our museum in Fall 2007.

What our museum’s
membership in CERA really means is
that we can bring to our audience
quality exhibits on a vast array of
subjects at an affordable price.
Without CERA, it would be very
difficult for a museum of our size
and modest budget to rent any
traveling exhibit. We do like to
produce very local exhibits in house
as often as we can. However,
traveling exhibits provide a fresh
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view for the audience and have the
additional advantage of freeing staff
for other duties.

CERA is a non-profit
organization that exists solely to
serve and support its member
museums. Through generous grants
from foundations - the irvine
Foundation and The Hearst
Foundation, among others—as well
as proceeds from exhibit rentals,
CERA employs a full-time
coordinator and a part-time
assistant in the Bay Area. CERA
schedules and arranges shipment of
exhibits and provides technical
backup, educational materials, and
program assistance. Networking
with museum staff from all over
California is an added benefit for
our staff. As Board Chair for the
last several years, | am pleased to
participate in a group that brings
such great benefits to our museum
and other small institutions. If you
like what CERA does and would like
to show financial support, you may
send a donation to CERA in care of
our museum.
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Marysville’s Beginnings
Part 11

Editors’ note: In the last issue of the Bulletin we printed the first part of the translated
diary of Theodor Cordua, the first European resident in what is now Marysville. You may
notice that spelling in the mid-19" century was fairly fluid.

Donner Party Tragedy

The year 1846 ended with a
terrible calamity in the California
mountains. In November of this year,
at about the place where the trail for
the United States reaches its highest
point in the mountains, some twenty
belated wagons with emigrants from
the United States were caught in a
terrible storm and snowed in over
night. All the animals and sixty human
beings found their death in the snow.
The survivors were without the least
food after a few days and had to
sustain their lives with boiled hides and
the bodies of their companions which
they had dragged out of the snow.
Neither oxen nor horses could be
found. All had been let free the
evening before the storm and had been
lost in the snow. After contemplating
several days, thirteen persons, three
woman and ten men, together with two
Indians whom Captain Sutter had sent
with flour to assist the party, decided
to attempt the trip through the snow
on foot. After three weeks the three
women, but only two of the men,
arrived in the Sacramento Valley alive.

The two Indians had been the
first victims. The women assured me,
by the way that the flesh of the Indians
had tasted much better than that of
the white people, and that they had
preferred the heart and liver to the
flesh.

The first news of this sad
happening soon spread over the whole
Sacramento Valley and the whole of
California. Immediately, preparations
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were made to save these sufferers in
the high mountains. At intervals,
stations were erected (on the way) to
the camp of the immigrants and in this
manner food was carried to them, and
the unfortunates were brought into the
Sacramento Valley. Kaseberg from
Bielfeld was one of the last to arrive
alive. He has become notorious as a
cannibal. It has been proven that many
terrible scenes and even murder had
occurred in connection with this
incident. (Gen. C. F. McGlashan in his
book discredited some of these reports
about Kaseberg - Ed.)

A Prosperous Year

In the year of 1847, little of note
occurred. | planted and sowed and
made considerable improvements. In
June of this year | was visited by Mr.
Hartwig, a traveler from the London
Botanical Society. With my guest |
enjoyed frequent hunting and fishing
trips and helped him to collect plants
in the California mountains. We also
visited the beautiful Bear Valley in
those mountains. This valley of about
the size of half a square mile forms a
square level meadow through which a
brook flows slowly. This is the small
Bear River which empties into the
Feather River.

The small mountain valley was
covered with the most beautiful green
grass and a mass of spring flowers,
while in the shadowy canyons of the
mountains the snow had not yet
melted. In the center of the valley we
found a small isolated fir which caused
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the greatest surprise to the botanist
because this species was entirely
unknown to him. in spite of a thorough
search we could not find a second tree
of this kind in the vicinity.

At the end of the valley was a
great block of granite, larger than the
largest building of Europe. Attracted
by this immense rock, | called to my
companion, “Tell me, how did this
giant stone get there?” Mr. Hartwig,
who was already on the block looking
for moss and other plants and holding a
beautiful flower in his hand,
triumphantly replied, “But, please tell
me first how this strange little flower
gets here, where the tiniest moss
hardly finds nourishment?”

From this rock one saw the Yuba
River making its way into a canyon
about five hundred feet deep, foaming
and roaring over thousands of rocky
crevices and over innumerable cliffs,
and now and then plunging over a rocky
wall, forming a beautiful cascade. On
the other side the eye fell upon a
labyrinth of rugged mountains, whose
valleys were shaded by proud
coniferous growth, while their rocky
peaks lay bald and deserted in the
glaring sunlight. In the distance, high
peaks covered with eternal snow
appeared on the horizon. We remained
several days on this beautiful high
plateau, shot several deer, and Mr.
Hartwig discovered many an unknown
plant.

The great grizzly bear, from
which the valley and river derive their
name, lived here in large numbers.

The reason we did not see any bears
was that they lie hidden during the day
and do not start on their wanderings
until twilight. Our small store of
venison and beef must have attracted a
bear, because we noted his tracks a
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few steps from our camp. The scent of
man, however, is sufficient to put this

dangerous animal to flight. Only when
he is tormented by hunter will he go so
far as to attack a man.

Deer in Herds

The elevation of Bear Valley is
estimated at 6500 feet, that of the
Emigrant Pass at 8000 feet, and the
highest peak of the Sierra Nevada from
11,000 to 12,000 feet. In the small
valleys and the barren plateau between
five and eight thousand feet, the black-
tailed as well as the red-tailed deer is
found. Here it is less disturbed by the
Indians, who live more in the middle
and lower mountains. As soon as the
snow is melted by the sun and the grass
begins to sprout, the deer climb up into
the high mountains and, feeding upon
rich greens, become very fat. One
might see herds of as many as thirty
deer. This is in general a good field for
a hunter.

At the elevation of 5,000 feet
the region of coniferous growth begins.
We found silver fir with a
circumference of 28 to 30 feet at a
height of six feet from the ground; the
lowest branches, however, were about
150 to 200 feet from the ground. The
tallest trees usually stand in the
impassable canyons and valleys.

Yankee Will Find a Way

We were satisfied to admire
these trees, but the bold Yankee who
surmounts even unsurpassable
difficulties will know how to make use
of them. At an elevation of 5,000 feet
down to the 2,000 foot level the region
of coniferous and deciduous trees
extends. Among the latter the oak is
most common. Here forests are open
and light. Here and there regions
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without trees are found, where the
slopes of the mountains are partially
covered with manzanitas. The Indians
use the leaves of this shrub as tobacco
and its small red fruit makes an
agreeable cooling drink, a healthy
nourishing mush, or a tasty cake when
pounded into meal and baked. Large
valleys with fine grass and clover cut
through this region of the mountains in
all directions.

The lower region, in which
prevails the above mentioned reddish-
brown clay, does not have many trees.
Only here and there one finds thick
- thorny bushes and isolated crippled
oaks and firs. Here are found rabbits,
foxes, wolves, and occasionally deer.
Here also live whole flocks of quails
whose heads are adorned with feathers
standing upright. Very seldom one
meets with a beautiful species of
pheasant which ordinarily does not fly
but runs on the ground.

Gold! :
Thus, the time until 147 passed
with hunting, fishing and botanizing.
Instead of the ordinary matanzas | was
prepared to salt the meat so that my
profit on a head of cattle was about
$20.00, twice as much as formerly.

The matanzas, by the way, became
larger every year. This time for
instance, | slaughtered 600 oxen and
150 hogs. | salted and smoked meat
and bacon, and made hams, sausages
and headcheese. | had harvested 1500
fanegas of wheat, 300 of barley and
100 of peas. Some of the wheat | had
ground into flour. One fanega of wheat
of 128 pounds gave 100 pounds of flour
of medium quality. | profited greatly
by this because a fanega of wheat costs
52 but a fanega of flour, $8. It was a
handicap that the mill was 200 miles
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away - 190 miles by water and an
additional 10 miles by land.

Everything increased daily and
the fertile soil of California yielded
everything one could desire. Chickens !
had by the thousands and there was no
lack of butter and cheese. Salmon was
salted smoked in great quantities.
Caviar, which the Russians considered
as good as that of the Volga, was made
from the spawn of the sturgeon. | had
a candle and soap factory. Many
hunters of otter and beaver cured
leather from the deer skins and made
trousers and shoes. Skins of the otters
and beavers | sold to the Hudson Bay
Company, and the castor | preserved in
bladder and tallow for export to the
East Indies.

The salable products naturally
increased from year to year, but there
was no special market for them.
Therefore | had to think of finding one
and concluded that the Mexican harbor
of Mazatlan and the Sandwich Islands
might be suitable. If | wanted to
realize my plan | had to procure a ship.
I made contact with three English
carpenters according to which they
understood to build a schooner of one
hundred and fifty tons at my
settlement on the Yuba, by October
1848. In November | thought | should
be able to load the ship with my
products: skins, salted beef and pork,
hams, hog’s lard, tallow, candles, soap,
flour, Indian corn, potatoes, onions,
salmon,and to take them to Mazatlan in
order to sell the ship and cargo there.

I hoped to repeat this annually in a
growing scale.

For the construction of the ship,
I had the finest timber, some in my
Neu-Mecklenburg, but a greater part of
the mountains. Since | had sufficient
timber and iron and had hired the
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carpenters and a smith, | was well
prepared for the construction of the
ship. But many times things which
were necessary for the complete
equipment of the ship, as ropes, sails,
anchor, chains, etc. had to be
procured. For this | needed severa
thousand dollars. :

In order to procure the money |
contracted with the American
~ Government to deliver in June 1848 for
their cavalry, one hundred and ninety
tons of hay, the ton of 2000 pounds at
$16.50. In February, 1848, | signed the
contract and hired at once 12
Americans to deliver the hay for $10 a
ton at the designated place. |
promised to pay them with young cows
at $5 a head.

Land is Transformed

The year 1847 ended with the
greatest expectations and it seemed
that the following year would crown my
success. Around my dwelling, whose
doors were never locked, the former
wilderness had changed into gardens
and large fields of various kinds of
grain. The antelope and deer had been
replaced by large herds of cattle and
horses which grazed unhampered and
unguarded. Even the wild Indians
appeared o be not unimpressionable
by culture and civilization. With my
Indians | always lived in peaceful and
harmonious relations. What they lost
by my cattle as to acorns, grass seeds,
etc. | replaced with wheat, corn,
melons, etc., which | planted and
shared with them.

Then Came Gold!

Almost in all directions | now had
neighbors so that the social relations
were considerably improved. In
addition, | enjoyed the greatest
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freedom which any human being could
enjoy and was frequently in a position
to give the deciding voice in a
judgment over life and death. Then
gold was found in my district and my
great hopes came to naught.

In the southern part of Upper
California, near the Mission San
Fernando, 30 miles from the Pueblo de
Los Angeles, a gold placer was known
for many years. An industrious worker
could, with many privations and good
luck, make one-half to one dollar daily.
In the year 1842 | saw in Pueblo de Los
Angles in the house of Don Luis, a
Frenchman, a small piece of gold of the
value of about $10.

At the beginning of March, 1848,
| went to Sutter’s Fort. With an air of
great importance Sutter showed me a
small flask containing about three
ounces of fine gold dust. This gold had
been discovered by Mr. James Marshall,
an American in digging a ditch for a
sawmill. The place of discovery lay in
the intermediary mountains of
California at the American River, 60
miles east from where it empties into
the Sacramento River, at 38 degrees,
30 minutes north latitude. The building
of the sawmill was costing Captain
Sutter much more than it could ever
yield for him in later years. Similarly,
the securing of these few ocunces of
gold had, according to Sutter’s own
statement, cost three times it value of
about $50.

In various gold countries, as
Chile, Peru, and Colombia, | had heard
that gold digging is a very unprofitable
business. Therefore, this discovery did
not impress me very much; | did not yet
divine that | would be drawn into the
turmoil and that my fortune would be
destroyed in connection with it.
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Without paying much attention
to the discovery of gold, | embarked at
the end of April with 25 indians for San
Francisco in order to fetch the 12 hired
Americans and with them to prepare
the contracted hay in the Napa Valley
at the Bay of San Francisco. But all of
them had gone off already to the rich
gold mines.

At the time when | had left Neu-
Mecklienburg there had been no panning
for gold as yet, neither at the Yuba
River nor at the Feather River. All had
streamed to the mill at the American
Fork. The 12 Americans had gone there
too. With much effort and great
difficulties | succeeded in getting other
laborers, but only at higher wages.
Most of these workers stayed by a short
time, and finally | could not get any
help even for $50 a day. Only my
Indians remained loyal to me.

One hundred and forty tons of
hay were pressed and baled ready for
delivery; over 100 tons still lay
unpressed on the ground. My hay
contract was thus filled on my part as
well as it was possible under the
circumstances although under the
conditions at the time no contact was
respected. The soldiers left their posts
with arms, horses, and saddles; the
sailors let their ships officers, mates,
captains, citizens, lawyers, officials,
alcaldes - all hurried to the gold
regions in the Sacramento Valley.

Yet, the agent of the United
States, Quartermaster Folsom, did not
treat me very honorably. He was not
ashamed to deduct $100 for 50 tons of
hay which had not been pressed. Thus
| did not get any profit from my
contract, although | had filled it as
loyally as it was possible! Had | been
less honorable and plain-dealing what
could | not have done with my 25
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Indians during this time in the mines! |
would have considered Folsom’s
procedure not unreasonable if his
government would have had any
disadvantage in this deal. Later he
could find no ships to freight the hay
and had to let the whole shipment lie
with the exception of a few tons until
the fall and winter rain spoiled
everything.

Ranch is Deserted

At the end of June, | returned to
my ranch. My majordomo received me
but he was intoxicated to such an
extent that he could not stand on his
legs. At this time, when gold was
discovered. | had in my employ a
German Adolf Bruheim from Hamburg,
for a butcher and cook, an American
for majordomo, an American for
blacksmith, three Englishmen and a
Scotchman as carpenters, and an
Englishman for captain of my boat and
my canoes.

With the exception of a few
Indians and the intoxicated majordomo
all of my people had left me.

The carpenters who were
supposed to build the ship had gone so
far as to pull up the floors of my house.
Of the 2000 board feet stolen in this
manner they had built a machine to
wash gold at the mines, receiving one-

- third of the yield.

in the fields, the stalks were
weighted down with over-ripened
grain. With great effort and much
expense | harvested the larger part and
put it in sacks near my home.
However, this grain was spoiled later
by the rain and by the cattle because
of the lack of laborers. Most of my
neighbors left all the grain unharvested
in the field. In the fall from six to
eight dollars were paid for a bushel,
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about 60 pounds of wheat or barley. |
could have had a harvest of about 5000
bushels this year.

Many who went to the mines or
returned from them, called at my
house because my place was the most
convenient for all the northern mines.
This caused me much trouble and | did
not receive any thanks for it. While
everybody was searching for gold | had
nothing but expenses and work.

Even the most respectable
people went into the rich California
mountains, whose river beds had been
filled with gold since time immemorial.
One spoke of nothing but ounces and
pounds. Some of my former employees
claimed to have made as much as
$10,000 to $20,000. Although I was but
12 miles away from the rich Yuba
washings | could not participate in the
rush because | had no help and was
obliged to watch the house.

The few who were still with me
were always intoxicated so everything
was in the greatest disorder. A colored
cook | could not hold even for $20 a
day. To an old Englishman | paid $1000
monthly for doing nothing except
delivering the cattle to the mines. The
price of a head of cattle had increased
to $40 and $60, and horses were sold
from $100 to $300 a head. Compared
to former times, these were enormous
prices, but what benefit does a captain
derive from high freight rates when he
can secure no sailors and of what avail
is a high grain price to a farmer if he is
obliged to let his harvest spoil?

From Riches to Poverty

To aggravate matters, no one
paid any attention to the laws which
had been enforced until now.
Everybody had his own code of law or
recognized only the law of the club;
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there was more stolen than bought.
These were the beautiful golden times
in which almost all of the old and well-
to-do Californians became poor. Had |
only a few honest Mecklenburgers in my
employ or in my district for neighbors!
How we could have been the happiest
and richest people not by digging for
gold but by the possession of land, by
agriculture and cattle raising!

Although the value of the land in
my district and the price of products
had not increased so enormously, a
young married man with a capital of
$2000 could have been a well-to-do
man in 10 years without any trouble.

In the year of 1845 | was prepared to
grant homesteads to one hundred
families, so that each would have
received a farm of about seven lasts.
In addition | would have been able to
supply them with cows, oxen, hogs,
horses, and chickens, and yet | could
have had enough land left to graze
30,000 head of cattle. In the year 1848
I was the richest man in the
Sacramento Valley and as good a
ranchero as could be found in
California.

Urged Germans to Come

Before the discovery of gold, |
wrote repeatedly to my home country,
informing people of what | knew of
California’s great fertility, its valuable

‘products and its healthful climate. |

asked my friends to send me active
young people. They could have made
their fortunes here, but no one
followed my well-meaning suggestions
at that time.

Thus, in 1843, after | had
traveled over almost all of Upper
California, and after | became
acquainted with the country, climate,
and the various conditions, | wrote to
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my brother, Ferdinand, who lived at
that time in Luebeck. He had come to
Surinam at my solicitation and had
lived there a long time with me and
should have known me well. | wrote to
him about everything; about the grass,
about the oaks, the fir and pine trees
of four hundred and fifty feet, about
the lead and the silver and gold, about
the humming bird and great grizzly
bear, about the anchovies and about
the whales. | asked my brother to send
me one or two experienced
Mecklenburg farmers who would have
been able to judge whether my opinion
of California was right and whether the
land was suited for North German
immigrants. Everything else I could
have arranged easily then.

However, in 1845, two years
after | had written, | received an
unfavorable answer from my brother,
and thus, time passed without results.
A highly esteemed friend of my youth,
John Pogge of Roggow, at least called
the attention of the Patriotic Society to
my information and made my
communication public in newspapers.
But these efforts, too, were entirely
without results. Had | had a chance to
go to Europe myself | certainly should
have found enough people willing to
come to California.

Already in 1845, immediately
after the American occupation of
California, | acquired a lease on a small
country estate from Captain (J. B. R.)
Cooper. It was a beautiful site, known
by the name of Corte Madera, on the
north side of San Francisco Bay, not far
from the coast and 13 miles from San
Francisco.

in the course of the same year
Corte Madera was visited by 40 to 50
whalers and many warships. Since San
Francisco was not in a position to
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provide sufficient provisions, | intended
to victual these ships. The large ships
could anchor about two miles from
Corte Madera. | had built a dwelling
place and a large chicken house,
bought 500 chickens, 100 tame milk
cows, 1000 sheep, ten hogs and all
kinds of implements for agriculture and
horticulture to this estate.

Fenced Vast Garden

Furthermore, | had fenced in one
square mile, 640 acres for the purpose
of raising all kinds of vegetables so that
I could supply the ships with
everything, from a head of tettuce and
an egg to 1000 barrels of salted meat.
The north side of the Bay is much
cooler and hence more suitable than
the Sacramento Valley for salting and
smoking meat as well as for raising
onions, potatoes and cabbages.

This establishment, combined
with a tannery and a wagon factory,
would have become a regular gold mine
even before the discovery of gold. How
much more would this have been true
later on, in view of the proximity of
San Francisco! A that time the price of
a bottle of milk was $1 to $1.50, one
pound of butter was $1.50, one pound
of beef 30¢, one pound of pork 70¢,
one melon $3 to $5, one pound of
potatoes, $1, one pound of onions
$1.50, and everything else in similar
proportions. My residence, Neu-
Mecklenburg, was over 200 miles away
from Corte Madera. |, myself, could
not reside at Corte Madera because |
would have had to neglect my principal
business. A good, honest man who was
suited to be a manager | could not find.
Therefore | had to return to this
establishment with loss in 1847. it
consisted of about 10,000 acres of land
and was covered with the most
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beautiful timber in California, such as
pines, firs, cedars, and oaks. The only
improvement | had to make for a ten
years’ lease of the place was the
erection of an adobe house of the value
of about $350. According to my
contract | would have become the
owner of the property on payment of
$5000 after ten years - that meant in
1856. In the year 1849, the land was
sold to the American Government for
$95,000.

End of New Mecklenburg

Just during the unfortunate
period of the intoxication caused by
the first gold rush, in October 1848, |
received another letter from my
brother Ferdinand, which was just as
unfavorable as his former
communication. At the same time Mr.
A. Neumann in Surinam, an old friend
and acquaintance of mine, who had
just become my son-in-law, wrote that
he was willing to come, but wanted to
know first under what conditions |
would receive him. | could not blame
him for this because he had a good
business in Surinam. Yet, it he had
come | should have gladly transferred
to him and to my daughter, Marie, half
of my property.

Now | saw all my plans come to
naught. | was alone, without assistance
and without friends surrounded by
vagabonds who thought only of their
own interests. Il and desperate | had
to look around for some kind of
assistance and was obliged to take a
partner. | found a suitable man in
Charles Covillaud, an Americanized
Frenchman from Cognac. Extremely
poor, he had come to me from North
America in 1846, until December, 1847,
Although he was not a good cooper,
nevertheless | was satisfied with him.
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in December 1847, | discharged
him because | did not need him at that
time. Thereupon he became a gold
washer on the Yuba River and at the
same time carried on a profitable trade
with my Indians. This was the principal
reason for selecting him as my partner,
because naturally | now became a
partner of his claim and of his trade.
At the same time | had a most
convenient location to which | could
drive my cattle in order to slaughter
them for the miners of the Yuba region.

Partnership Fails

In the spring of 1848 | had about
5000 head of cattle, by fall | had sold
1200 and when Charles Covillaud
became my partner | still owned 3800
head. Of these, 500 were sold during
our partnership. Thus Covillaud had
acquired in October 1848 half of my
possessions. When men are in distress
or occupy an inferior position they are
often kindly and good, but as soon as
their conditions improve they
frequently become the opposite. In the
case of my Frenchman | soon learned
that he was a very bad fellow without
any character. He acted entirely
against my interest and did not pay any
attention to our contract. Since there
were hardly any laws, the one who
owned the most had to suffer. This and
other things induced me to sell the
other half of my property to Covillaud’s
brothers-in law, Mr. Nye and Mr.
Foster, for $20,000. Michael C. Nye
was an American born of German
parents. He had been my majordomo
for several years, but had lived for the
last two years on his little farm on the
other side of the Yuba above my
estate. He was known as a cattle thief
and never hesitated to steal what he
could from me. In 1846, Colonel
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Fremont wanted to have him shot for
the theft of some 40 head of cattle
from my ranch. | saved him, however,
from this fate. Mr. Foster was a
gentleman through and through, “every
inch in gentleman” as the Americans
say. Later these two sold their shares
to Covillaud, who now united “lease
and grant” by buying the lease from
Captain Sutter.

(Covillaud had married Mary
Murphy for whom Marysville was later
named. Michael C. Nye (According to
Bancroft) came overland with the
Bartleson party in 1841, was
naturalized in 1844 and was granted
the Willy Rancho on the Yuba,
doubtless for his services in the
Micheltorena campaign. He married in
1847, Mrs. Harriet Pike (Nee Murphy) of
the Donner party. He was a resident of
Marysville in 1848, but later went to
Oregon. William M. Foster, with his
wife, Sarah Murphy, came to California
with the Donner party. He was at New
Helvetia in 1847, had a furniture store
in San Francisco in 1847-48 and later
kept a store at the mines, giving his
name to Foster’s Bar. He died in San
Francisco in 1874.)

When the news of the discovery
of gold in California reached Europe
many of my countrymen, even my
brother, wanted to come to California.
Now, however, | could not advise them
to do so any longer. Everything was too
late!

Quits Neu-Meckienburg

On the first of January, 1849, |
transferred my Neu-Mecklenburg to the
new owner, and left it with tears in my
eyes the end of February. | went with
* 300 pounds of the finest gold which had
been gathered at the Yuba and Feather
Rivers down-stream to San Francisco.
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My intention was to embark for Europe,
but there was no opportunity to do so.
Steam shipping was not yet in
existence. To make matters worse, all
Europe was in a state of revolution,
according to the letters of my brother,
and many of my affairs had not been
settled . Thus | remained for the time
being in San Francisco.

| participated in almost all of the
newly started towns of California. In
Sonoma, in Napa, and in Benicia. | had
one building lot each, and in San
Francisco four large lots. Upon one of
the San Francisco lots a little house was
built which later became the banking
and express business of Adams and
Company at 99 Montgomery street.

Since the year 1845, | owned
one-fifth (800 lots) of the town of
Suttersville, which had been founded
and surveyed at the Sacramento River.
But Sacramento City (the former Nova
Helvetia), which was located nearby,
was a strong competitor. Sacramento
did not have the favorable location of
Suttersville because the latter was
situated on the only elevation that
could be found along the Sacramento
River as far as 200 miles inland. The
land at the Sacramento River, where
the large city of Sacramento was to
develop, on the other hand,
experiences a flood almost annually.
Very often | have traveled there with
my boat and have measured eight to
ten feet of water.

Yet through the intrigues of A.
Sutter, Jr., and several American
speculators, Sacramento City has
become the large beautiful inland
metropolis, which adorns the shore of
the Sacramento River. Suttersville, on
the other hand, did not prosper and is
today nothing but pasture and garden
land. in the floods by which
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Sacramento City suffered in later years,
not only many people were killed, as in
1850, but millions of dollars of goods

- were lost. Therefore it has been

necessary to elevate the whole city
more than seven feet. This is typical of
the wild speculations of the Yankees!

Losses at Suttersville

In order to make a success of
Suttersville the owners had to do
something. With two of my partners,
George MacKinstry and John Bidwell, |
decided therefore to establish a
business house. | trusted both of these
men because | knew them for eight
year as bookkeeper and agents for
Sutter and as honest people. They had,
by gold washings and trading under the
firm name of MacKinstry and Company,
earned with three men at the Feather
River $54,000 within three months. |
now bought several shipments of goods
cheap at auction. As | did not like
MacKinstry’s way of acting from the
very beginning | employed a well-
recommended young man from
Hamburg, Gustav Wilhelm Berteau, at a
salary of $500 a month to take care of
my interests in Suttersville. But the
evening before the Schooner Itrovide
was to sail with the first shipment,
accompanied by Mr. Berteau, he
resigned, remarking that he believed
that he would be able to make more
money in the southern mines. In this
way complete shipments of goods fell
in the hands of the MacKinstry and
Company and were lost to me by
careless trading and speculating. The
loss which | suffered by this and by the
failure of Suttersville in general, |
estimated at $50,000.
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Losses By Fire and Flood

It had been my intention
originally to establish a business in San
Francisco with agencies in Suttersville
and at the Yuba. Now, however, the
goods which were left, | brought with
much effort and great expense to the
mines in the Yuba region. My business
flourished quite well here because
almost all of my former Indians were
gathered around me and brought me
their daily output of gold every evening
and received goods in exchange for
payment.

This angered the envious
Americans and caused them to add to
their local and mining laws the clause
that no Indian was allowed to pan gold
at the river. Many a good Indian who
did not want to obey such arbitrary
laws was shot by the greedy gold
hunters and | myself was in danger of
losing my life.

In May, 1850, an old
acquaintance, Mr. Rudolf Westhoff
from Coblenz,, visited me at the Yuba
River. It happened that | was not at
home at the time. His companion, Mr.
Gorlitz from Breslau, made a fire, and
in a few moments everything was
turned into ashes. My loss was
$28,000. It was an accident for which
the careless fellow from Breslau was
responsible. Practically with each of
the numerous fires in San Francisco |
suffered losses, as | did also in the
great flood of Sacramento City in the
winter of 1850.

From the chief pay-office of the
government with Captain Folsom in
charge, my deposit of 100 ounces of
gold was stolen. At the Yuba River my
agent Ferary robbed me of another 200
ounces of gold. At various places
people stole four of my houses from
their foundations. In one night at the
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Yuba River 33 mules, valued at $250 to
$300 each, were stolen and at various
times six saddle horses were taken.

All | had left was a wagon with
two mules. With this | left the Yuba
mines and went by the way of
Marysville down the Sacramento River.
At the Hock Farm | was introduced to
Mr. F. Gerstacker (a noted German
author), who was returning from an
unsuccessful gold expedition to the
Feather River. He, as well as his
companions, was soaking wet from
head to foot, partly because of the
incessant rain and partly because
having to wade through small rivers
which are formed here during the rainy
season. They were all on foot and had
reached this point after many
tribulations.

Reverses Continued

In the dress of a California gold
miner no one could be recognized,
neither the rich nor the scholar. In the
Hotel de France at Sacramento City, |
met through Sutter, Prince Paul of
Wurttemberg. The prince, a scholar
and a widely traveled man, tall and
corpulent, was very simple, without the
slightest conceit and extremely
interesting in conversation. Nothing
but curiosity had led him, immediately
after the discovery of gold, to come to
the wild, disorderly California where
not the slightest comforts could be
obtained - even for money. He had left
his escorts in Mexico and knew how to
put up with everything. Often | had
the pleasure of drinking a toast to
Germany with him. | was pleased to
note also that he would acknowledge
the cordial greeting of a blunt
American with a hearty handshake.

All of my endeavors to make a
success of Suttersville failed and all my
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efforts to save what was left were in
vain. Hardly any one paid his debts;
the daily expenses were large. Without
home and without comforts [I]
journeyed from one place to another.
Only a short time ago wallowing in
gold, | was now without hopes for the
future. _

Many a glass was emptied to
chase away thoughts of numerous
vexations. Almost everywhere fellow-
sufferers met, who tried to drown their
sorrows in drinking. | was on the verge
of despair and ruin at the time in which
the disorder of the masses of the
people who had gathered in California
reached its highest peak. Fortune’s
favorites acted often more foolishly
than those upon whom the goddess had
already turned her back.

Another Failure

Until the beginning of 1852, |
lived like this. I traveled from one
town to the other and looked into all
sources in an attempt to work my way
up again. In May of this year |
established a hay business in
connection with Mr. C. P. Scholl from
Wurtemberg. In the Napa Valley,
which is covered with tall wild oats, |
still had two hay presses. On the 22™
of May | began making hay with 25
men, pressing it and shipping it at once
to San Francisco. At first we sold a ton
here for $60, later when the prices
were falling, for $25. By July we had
shipped and sold over 400 tons. Five
hundred more tons of the best hay,
made of oats, barley, clover and vetch
were still stacked on the shores of the
Napa River. As the price had fallen
considerably because of the large
supply, we intended to let our stores
lie until the late fall or the spring of
the following year. We were still busy
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with pressing when, unexpectantly, a
quarter of a mile from our place in a
field of stubble barley a fire broke out,
caused by the carelessness of the
people who were harvesting the barley.
The fire quickly gained ground and all
stacks, together with the presses, were
consumed by the flames. According to
our figures, the loss amounted to about
$20,000.

A few days later | was in San
Francisco and took lodging with Mr.
Johann Huber, from Paderborn, with
whom | had become acquainted at the
Sacramento River and in the Yuba
mines. In the year 1840 he had
emigrated from Westphalia by the
Osage in Missouri and had been lucky
enough to buy 21 large building lots in
San Francisco shortly before the
discovery of gold.

Visits the Yuba Again

With irresistible force | was
drawn once more to the Sacramento
and Yuba Rivers, into the California
mountains. | desired to see again the
spot of my former happiness, which had
faded a long time ago, and to shake
hands with my old dear friends and
acquaintances. In March, 1852, |
started on my last trip for the
Sacramento Valley and the mountains.
At four o’clock in the afternoon | left
for Sacramento City with numerous
fellow travelers. The mighty steamer
quickly cut through the quiet waves of
the Bay. But not until dawn of the next
day - a mild spring morning - did we
pass beautiful Suttersville with its
green pleasant hills, defying the
highest floods of the stream.

it was not yet seven o’clock
when we landed in front of Sacramento
City - at the large high levee which had
been built to protect the city from
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floods. After a short stay we went on
to Marysville where we landed six hours
later. Formerly | had needed six to
eight days for this trip of 200 miles;
now | made it in 16 hours.

Country Transformed

From the mouth of the
Sacramento up to the Yuba, every bend
of the river, almost every tree at the
shore, and all the Indian villages had
been known to me. Now the banks of
the river, where formerly the Indians
hunted bears, raccoon, and deer were
covered with growing cities, beautiful
hotels, landing places and farms of all
kinds. All the Indian villages had
disappeared. A similar change had
taken place in the mountains. There

-too | found large cities and highways

lined with excellent inns. It appeared
as if they had been there for centuries
but no trace of the natives could be
found. My old places at the Yuba,
which had been destroyed by fire, the
neighbors had named “Cordua’s Bar.”
Miners had made themselves at home
there. Besides several Americans, my
cousin Otto Huckstadt from Malchow,
and a Mr. Simonis from Gustrow, were
among them. Other Mecklenburgers
whom | met in California were Mr.
Wohler from Schwerin, Mr. Schmidt
from Neustadt, Mr. Rose from Wismar
and a Jewish gentleman by the name of
Schiliemann from Neu-Buckow, an
agent of Rothchild.

Farewell to California

Without being able to greet my
old friends, the Indians, | scon returned
to San Francisco. My health was
ruined, my future prospects very hazy,
and the memory of the past few years
so painful that | disliked to stay here
any longer. | had lost all my courage
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and despaired almost of the whole
world. In the ten years which | had
spent in California | had not spent $100
for clothing and pleasure and yet
hundreds of thousands of dollars had
disappeared. Where | had operated
personally, | had earned much money;
where others had done business for me
| had lost. One misfortune after
another had come - fire, water, swindle
and theft - until the devil had taken
everything. '

in all my life | had not worked so
hard and had not been obliged to fight
such terrible difficulties as within the
last two years in California - yet | had
lived like a dog. | probably would have
been more fortunate if | had not been
tortured always by the thought that |
had to make good my losses in Surinam
in order to go back to Europe as a made
man, and if | had not made the mistake
of selling my ranch, Neu-Mecklenburg.
However, as far as the first point is
concerned no one can reproach me for
this unless he feels like defending the
maxim: “Honesty is not always the
best policy.” Similarly, no one can
blame me for having sold my ranch.
Anybody would have done the same
under the unfavorable conditions,
especially since my title was doubtful
and the cattle grazing without
protection in the open were stolen
daily.

Marysville Great City

In the course of twelve months,
to be sure, the conditions improved
considerably. On my ranch was
established the beautiful city of
Marysville. My property titles were
recognized in 1854 by the commission
appointed by the United States, and
now the value of my original property
in California amounts to perhaps more
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than $6,000,000. Yuba County, my old
Neu-Mecklenburg, is now one of the
most densely populated districts in the
Sacramento Valley, inhabited by a
population of about 60,000 white
people.

Cattle and game have
disappeared. Instead one sees on the
roads and highways which cross in all
directions migratory miners on
horseback and on foot, stages, freight
wagons and pack-animals hurrying to
and from the rich gold mines. The
water of the Yuba was formerly as
clear as crystal; now it is muddy on
account of the gold washings.

Marysville, which was my former
place of dwelling, is one of the most
prosperous towns in California, with
over 20,000 inhabitants. A number of
hotels, churches and theaters are now
in this town. At the spot where | had
my garden are now several hundreds of
large warehouses and stores with all
kinds of goods.

Fifteen to 20 steamers travel on
the river, on which 15 years ago | had
been the first skipper, causing the
Indians of the village on the shore to
stare in amazement at my boat.

My resolution to leave California
was therefore final. In May 1852, |
took passage with the brig Caesar,
Captain Weissenhagen, stopping in San
Francisco on her voyage from Bremen
to Honolulu.
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From The Rambler by Lou Eichler - March 2, 1934

Dr. Edwin G. Gudde, who unearthed, edited and translated the Memoirs
of Theodor Cordua, now appearing on this page of the Appeal-Democrat under
the title “Before Marysville,” is assistant professor of German in the University
of California. It was he who discovered the memoirs and realizing their
importance, obtained possession of them and made them available to an
interested public.

Dr. Gudde, in telling of the circumstances through which he discovered
this important historical source of the first settler of the Sacramento Valley
north of Sutter’s Fort, said the discovery came rather accidentally.

An article he had written several years ago mentioned the name of
Theodor Cordua. That article eventually fell into the hands of Frau Laura
Cordua, who is a niece of the California pioneer. She lives in Germany, from
which country Cordua came, although his name seems to be Spanish.

The niece wrote to Dr. Gudde, advising that her uncle had left memoirs
of his experiences in California and they were still in possession of the family.
She gave him permission to translate and publish them.

“Cordua’s memoirs,” says Dr. Gudde, “are especially interesting to us
because we have very few contemporary diaries and memoirs of the period
before the discovery of gold. His memoirs reflect the history of the epic years
between 1842 and 1849, describing the beginnings of the great immigration,
the Donner party, the Bear-Flag revolt, the American occupation, finally the
discovery of gold and its consequences.

“Cordua was one of the few early pioneers who was a keen observer of
nature. His memoirs give detailed information of the flora and fauna of these
‘early days in California and include much historical data on the Indian tribes of

the state.”

Cordua was born in Germany in 1796 and after an adventurous career in
the East Indies and Dutch South America, came to California in 1842, where he
founded a colony at New Mecklenburg in the fork of the Yuba and Feather
Rivers. He lost his wealth during the day of the Gold Rush and left California in
1852, returning to Germany where he died in 1857.

His memoirs are running as a serial in the Appeal-Democrat at present
and will be completed the middle of next week. They are proving highly
entertaining and informative to people of this part of the state, many of whom
are preserving them in scrap books, as the memoirs are not available in .
pamphlet form. Eventually it is probable that some historian will include them
bodily in his book on California history.

The state owes a debt of gratitude to Dr. Gudde for his service in
bringing this valuable addition to California’s earliest history within the reach
of those interested.
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Coming Lvents

January
3 Undecoration Day at the Museum, 9:00 3.m.

20  Naturalist Walt Anderson program on the Sutter Buttes at the
Museum

21 Historical Society dessert meeting at the Museum, 2:00 p.m.
Program: Thoughts on Eatly Live Oak

Late  Precious Cargo: California Indian Cradle Basket and Childbirth

Jan.  Experiences exhibit opens at the Museum

February
1 Previous Cargo program, Professor Greg White, 7 pm, at the
Museum

14 Love’s Messenger gift bag delivery
25 Preservation Series program at the Museum — Miles & Hope Shafer
The Renovation of the Woods House

March

5 Precious Cargo exhibit closes
18 Sutter Buttes Hike
25 Bus Trip Around the Buttes
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