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Exhibits

When we re-open our exhibit spaces, 
Frida Kahlo’s Garden will be the 
temporary exhibit on display. This is 
a traveling exhibit made available to 
small museums by the Mid Atlantic 
Arts Alliance, and it is made possible 
by NEH On the Road, a special 
initiative of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. This exhibit is 
adapted from the exhibition Frida 
Kahlo: Art, Garden, Life, which was 
organized by guest curator Adriana 
Zavala at the New York Botanical 
Garden.

Here is how NEH On the Road 
describes this exhibit:

“Frida Kahlo (1907–1954) is 
considered one of the most 
significant artists of the twentieth 
century. Her body of work, consisting 
of some 250 paintings and drawings, 
is at once intensely personal and 
universal in scope, and relies heavily 
on the natural world. The exhibition 
Frida Kahlo’s Garden transports 
visitors to Kahlo’s garden to 
experience her world as she did.

The garden at Casa Azul (or Blue 
House), Kahlo’s lifelong home 
in Coyoacán, Mexico City, was a 
creative refuge and a source of 
inspiration for the artist and her 
husband, Diego Rivera (1886–1957). 
The garden, which was filled with 
native plants, housed Kahlo and 
Rivera’s collection of pre-Hispanic 
artifacts and folk art displayed on a 
four-tiered pyramid inspired by the 
Mesoamerican city of Teotihuacan. 
This exhibition offers insights into 
the ways in which the garden at 
Casa Azul, the diversity of plant 
life in Mexico, and the rich cultural 
history of the country nourished the 
creativity of the world’s great artists.”

Events

Our Grand Re-Opening Celebration is June 15th, and you’re invited! This 
will be a party for the entire community and will be free to attend. We have 
two food trucks confirmed to be here, Masa Guiseria from Sacramento and 
Potato Patoto which is local. We’ll also have live music, which I’m firming 
up now — you’ll have to come to find out who it is! We’ll have activities 
for kids inside and out, a special installation in the Artisan Community 
Garden, the Frida Kahlo exhibit, changes to many of our permanent 
exhibits, and a new Native American exhibit. We have a lot to celebrate, so 
come join us!

FRIDA WITH PICASSO EARRINGS, 1939
CREDIT: PHOTO BY NICKOLAS MURAY, © NICKOLAS MURAY PHOTO ARCHIVES
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News – 
Construction
Our building work continues!

The Museum IS open during this 
work – only our exhibit spaces 
will be closed. Come shop with us, 
attend a program in the garden, or 
plan a visit to the park behind the 
Museum!

Flooring installation began on 
March 25. If you haven’t been in 
yet to get a peek at how it looks, 
please feel free to come in for 
a chat. To install the flooring, 
we moved everything usually on 
display, including cabinets and 
pedestals, into the multi-cultural 
gallery. Flooring was installed in 
the front three galleries, then we 
moved everything up to the front of 
the museum to install the flooring 
in the back. We’re now hard at work 
putting everything back together!

As with any construction projects, 
we’ve had a few surprises and 
unexpected issues pop up, but 
overall things are going smoothly. 
I can’t wait to show you everything 
we’ve been doing!!

Construction Funding
I’m sure some of you are curious how we are funding all this work. 
Here is a breakdown:

• 	The County paid for the removal of asbestos flooring in our 
kitchen, storage, and bathrooms. 

• 	The high-density mobile shelving was partially paid for by a 
grant we received from the State of California. The balance 
was paid by the Museum Trust. 

The Museum Trust was set up to handle the money donated for 
the original construction of the Museum in the early to mid-1970s. 
Somehow, there was money still in that account, and it can only 
be used to upgrade the Museum. So, I’m putting it to good use! 
Besides the matching funds for the shelving grant, the Museum 
Trust has paid for the following:

• 	New floors in the kitchen and bathrooms

• 	A new heat and air conditioning system for our storage 
building, and the associated electrical costs

• 	Upgrades to our security system

• 	New flooring throughout all the public areas of the Museum

• 	Part of the cost of a new monument sign

We still have some outstanding expenses that we could really use 
your help with. If you’re interested in contributing to help support 
any of the following items, please give us a call!

• 	Balance of the cost of the Monument sign (total is approx. 
$15,000 and includes some upgrades to our reader board sign 
as well)

• 	Visuals on our front windows (approx. $1,800)

• 	A new front counter (we’re still figuring out what we need,  
but this will be at least $5,000)

• 	Benches in the galleries (approx. $2,500)

• 	A new Native American exhibit (the design is still being 
finalized, but this will be at least $10,000)

Thank you for your continued support!!
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Isabella Dean Noyes Diary, 1919 – Part 2
Day by Day – January 1, 1919 through December 31, 1919

Spring 1919 found the family busy on the farm. Mother Noyes 
celebrated her 65th birthday, still busy with house, yard and the 
never-ending laundry. Roy Meyer, who served in France during 
the war, received an honorable discharge and returned to civilian 
life with his wife, Edna. Throughout the country, a third wave of 
the influenza pandemic struck, and Isabella described a serious 
illness of her daughter, Edna, although she never referred to it as 
f lu in her diary. 

Spring weather meant cutting hay and preparing to move the 
cattle up to Meadow Valley in Plumas County for the summer. It 
should be noted that Isabella had her own property and cattle. 
She mentions her husband and son moving her cattle from 
“Mother Noyes place” to the Noyes ranch prior to driving the 
herd to Meadow Valley.

1 LeRoy Meyer, her son-in-law.
2 Possibly related to the Commission for Relief in Belgium, an international aid organization headed by Herbert Hoover.

Saturday, March 22, 1919
Cloudy with a light south wind. The 
sun finally came out and it proved to 
be a regular spring day. Men finished 
shearing sheep. Mother Noyes had a 
letter from Roy Meyer1. He was with 
No. 274 Casual Company at Lake 
Merritt New Jersey. Glad to hear 
that he was in the good old U. S. A.

Sunday, March 23, 1919
Clear and bright – a lovely day. 
Mother Noyes’ Birthday. Another 
milestone on life’s pathway. Edna 
Meyer drove in with the Dodge all 
togged up – new hat, new dress and 
new patent leather pumps. She was 
certainly a girl to be proud of. She 
brought me a box of candy. Mother 
Meyer sent two handkerchiefs and 
a card. Edna visited with us about 
an hour then returned home. After 
dinner Antone Vagedes brought 
Abbie, Necia & Winton down. 
Abbie had a sweet grass sewing 
basket, Necia & Winton a couple of 
handkerchiefs for me. Charlie and 
Maud brought over $2.50 for a pair 

of bedroom slippers. So passed my 
65th Birthday. I love to have the 
children come home – they liven up 
the house.

Monday, March 24, 1919
A queer day, cloudy and hazy. No 
one washed. Maud and Charlie 
working in their yard. Mother Noyes 
sewing for the Belgians2. Mr. Warren 
and Papa Noyes plowing garden. 
Bob Hooper cleaned up the back 
yard – got a good start on it. 

Tuesday, March 25, 1919
Still cloudy and hazy. Maud washed. 
Papa Noyes and son Charlie went 
over to lumber yard to get a few 
pieces of lumber to build. Cattle 
buyer from Oakland called. Bob 
Hooper took Edna’s mail down to 
her. A telegram from Roy saying 
he would be in San Francisco 
Wednesday, for her to meet him 
there. Edna came over at eleven 
o’clock to get a couple of suits for 
the Hawn girls for a costume party 
at Charley Stohlman’s Wednesday. 
Edna and Mother Meyer left that 

afternoon for San Francisco. 

Wednesday, March 26, 1919
Cloudy and hazy. Papa Noyes and 
son Charlie took the wool into 
Marysville – no market. Mother 
Noyes and Miss Young washed walls 
and windows on west porch, also 
scrubbing the same. Hung up a new 
flag. Mrs. W. H. Hawn and Henrietta 
called for suits, just stopped a few 
minutes. Antone Vagedes weighed a 
few head of cattle.

Thursday, March 27, 1919
Looks a little more like rain. Bob 
Hooper left for a few days visit to 
Grass Valley. Mother Noyes cleaned 
pictures in living room and hung 
new curtains. Did not get our mail 
today. Papa Noyes, son Charlie, Mr. 
Warren, Will and Ed Forderhase cut 
the limbs off the Pepper tree. It was 
hard work to keep them from falling 
on the house or fence; only mashed 
the wire in two places.

Friday, March 28, 1919
Sun rose – clear and bright. Mother 
Noyes and Miss Young still cleaning 

FAMILY CONNECTIONS:
Edward A. Noyes  

married Isabella Dean (author) – 1876

THEIR CHILDREN:
Bernice  

(Mrs. Otis W. Hill, and daughter Grace)

Abbie  
(Mrs. Antone Vagedes.  

Children – Necia & Winton)

Myrtie (Mrs. James L. Haynes)

Charles A. Noyes (Maud)

Edna (Mrs. LeRoy H. Meyer)
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house. Miss Young washed windows 
on north side of house. Charlie and 
Maud went up to store. Had letter 
from Edna. She and Mother Meyer 
met Roy at 8:30 Wednesday at the 
Ferry Building. A picture of the 
meeting was in the Daily Chronicle. 
Men building bull pens. Left bulls 
out for the first time this year. 

Saturday, March 29, 1919
Sun came out nice and bright, but by 
nine o’clock it was cloudy. Men still 
building pens. Miss Young washed 
kitchen walls. Mother Noyes made 
new curtains for the library. After 
dinner did her weeks washing – just 
about dry when it began to rain.

Sunday, March 30, 1919
Clear and bright. Charlie was too 
lame and sore from pulling on the 
old Pepper tree to tune the auto 
so all remained at home. Papa 
Noyes and son Charlie fixed the 

3 Name and trademark of improved phonograph developed by Bell Laboratories.

phonograph so it would play. Played 
nearly all afternoon and evening. 
Butcher from Oakland called to see 
cattle. Offered 12-3/4 cents. Our 
cattle were not fat enough. 

Monday, March 31, 1919
Clear with a little north wind. Maud 
washed – still no wringer. Began 
watering lawn. Papa Noyes and 
son Charlie getting mowers out 
and looking to see what new parts 
are needed for the season. Antone, 
Abbie, Necia and Winton Vagedes 
came down and spent the evening.

Tuesday, April 1, 1919
Clear and pleasant. Papa Noyes made 
list of extras needed for mowers. 
Mother washed windows and cleaned 
her room. Quite a warm day.

Wednesday, April 2, 1919
Clear and bright. Papa Noyes and 
son Charlie went up to Charlie’s 
place to settle with the wood 

choppers. Mother Noyes moved the 
record cabinet and Graphophone3 
out in living room, moved sewing 
machine in library. Bob Hooper 
returned from Grass Valley. Doctor 
said he would die if he did not stop 
smoking cigarettes. Papa Noyes and 
son Charlie took wood choppers to 
Marysville. Mother Noyes finished 
working sofa pillow. Still warm.

Thursday, April 3, 1919
Clear and bright. Papa Noyes, son 
Charlie, Bob Hooper still building 
pens, finished today. Mother Noyes 
washed. Oilmen came in today. 
Butcher from Marysville came out 
to look at cattle. Took part of the 
canvas down. LeRoy Meyer returned 
home with an Honorable Discharge. 
Accompanied home from San 
Francisco by his wife and mother. 

Friday, April 4, 1919
Clear and cooler. Mother Noyes 

SHEEP GRAZING NEAR BUTTES - PHOTO FROM CMMSC COLLECTION
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ironed. Papa Noyes hauled brush from 
the old Pepper tree away and went to 
station for new mower and rake. 

Saturday, April 5, 1919
Cloudy and cold, threatening rain. 
LeRoy Meyer called – just home 
from France. Was certainly glad to 
see him and to see him looking so 
well. He was a boy to be proud of. 
Papa Noyes and son Charlie went 
to Marysville for some new cots for 
the men who were to work during 
haying. 

GLENISTER HAYNES CIRCA 1927  
(GRADUATION PICTURE)

Sunday, April 6, 1919
Cloudy in the morning, but soon 
cleared away. Jim, Myrtie and 
Glenister Haynes came down and 
spent the afternoon. Charlie, Maud 
and Jim went over to Thompsons 
and bought a Derrick for stacking 
hay. Mr. Warren, who has been with 
us since December, left for Meadow 
Valley4 to fix the fences and open up 
water ditches and plant garden.

4 Meadow Valley in Plumas County – the location of their summer camp in 1919.

Monday, April 7, 1919
Clear with a light north wind. 
Mother Noyes was out in laundry 
room busy washing when LeRoy 
Meyer came for her to go home with 
him as Edna was sick. Put in a call 
for Dr. Kaufman. He did not get 
there until about three o’clock in the 
afternoon, but the medicine he gave 
with mustard plasters began doing 
the good work.

Tuesday, April 8, 1919
North wind is still blowing. Edna 
improving. Mother Noyes ran over 
home a few minutes.

Edna had a hard night of it, kept 
us busy for a while. Think it is the 
turning point. Bob Lappin and Orrin 
Kinney came yesterday to work till 
haying and on through the haying 
season.

Wednesday, April 9, 1919
Nice clear rosy morning, a morning 
that makes you glad to be alive. 
Turned hazy and was quite warm 
during the day. Mother Noyes was 
over home long enough to plant my 
geraniums. Edna had a good night – 
slept well.

Thursday, April 10, 1919
Raining – just a light April shower. 
Roy Meyer went to Marysville to 
see Dr. Kaufman. Found he was in 
the Hospital operating – caught 
him going to lunch. He said Edna 
was doing fine – to keep up the 
treatment, no change in the 
medicine. Those little marbles are 
sure good.

Friday, April 11, 1919
Clear and cool. Edna much better. 
After dinner Roy went to look for 
some wood. His sister Margaret went 

with him for a ride in the fresh air.

Saturday, April 12, 1919
Cloudy and cold. Roy went for a load 
of wood. Mother Noyes gave Edna a 
rub with alcohol – dressed her – put 
her in a rocker and pulled [it] out in 
the front room to the fire. She sat up 
all afternoon. Roy came back about 
four o’clock with two cord of wood. 
Seemed pleased to see Edna sitting 
up. Charlie and Maud came over to 
see Edna. 

Sunday, April 13, 1919
Clear but still quite cool. Edna up 
most of the day – sleeps well. A very 
quiet day. Lenora Trimble and party 
in auto came and took Margaret for 
a ride.

Monday, April 14, 1919
Clear with a strong north wind. Roy 
and Mother Noyes ran over home 
for a few minutes. Then Roy went 
over in the Tule to work; came 
home about six o’clock. After supper 
brought Mother Noyes home to stay. 

Tuesday, April 15, 1919
Cloudy and hazy. Papa Noyes and 
son Charlie loaded mowing machine 
and other articles on truck and left 
for Charlie’s place – reached there 
about eleven o’clock, unloaded. 
Had dinner, went to Live Oak for a 
load of lumber, came back to ranch, 
unloaded, came on home and loaded 
truck for the next day.

Wednesday, April 16, 1919
Still a little cloudy. Papa Noyes, 
son Charlie, Bob Lappin and Orrin 
Kinney with bedding and cots on 
truck left for Charlie’s place to be 
gone several days. Going to build a 
chute. Mother Noyes went over to 
see Edna, found her doing well.

PHOTO FROM CMMSC COLLECTION
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Thursday, April 17, 1919
Cloudy – raining a little. Mother 
Noyes planted rose bushes, worked 
all day and was some tired when 
night came. Miss Young washed but 
did not dare to hang her clothes on 
the line.

Friday, April 18, 1919
Cloudy – but sun came out and 
drove the clouds away. Mother 
Noyes ironed and watered yard. Men 
came home just as we were through 
supper.

Saturday, April 19, 1919
Cool and a little cloudy. Men went 
over to Thompson’s after derrick. 
Papa Noyes and son Charlie stopped 
to see Edna – found her out with 
Roy working on the Ford. Raining 
that night.

Sunday, April 20, 1919 –  
Easter Sunday
Clear with north wind. Mother 
Noyes cleaned up sitting room, 
picked a couple of bouquets. After 
dinner Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Noyes, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Noyes and Miss 
Young went for a ride – kept going 
until we reached Ed Proper’s. All 
at home. Mattie and Jess Harris 
were out. Place did not look natural 
with the big barn gone. Came back 
by Franklin Corners. Stopped to 
see Myrtie, Jim and Glenister a 
few minutes. Came on home. Were 
just ready for supper when Antone, 
Abbie, Necia and Winton Vagedes 
called. In a short time Roy and Edna 
came over. Then Charlie and Maud 
came in. With talking and laughing, 
the evening soon passed away.

Monday, April 21, 1919
North wind all gone. Cool. Papa 
Noyes, son Charlie and wife went 

to Marysville. Did not get back 
until five o’clock. Antone Vagedes 
weighed some cattle here. Mother 
Noyes did not feel very well so spent 
the day quietly. Put clothes to soak.

Tuesday, April 22, 1919
Clear and bright, a lovely day. Papa 
Noyes, son Charlie, Bob Lappin and 
Orrin Kinney fixing places to stack 
hay. Mother Noyes doing the weekly 
washing. Men find it hard digging 
post-holes.

Wednesday, April 23, 1919
A little hazy, but sun came out 
bright and clear. Mother Noyes 
ironed. Men still fixing places to 
stack hay. Miss Young and Maud 
busy cutting aprons and waists. 

Thursday, April 24, 1919
Cloudy, threatening rain. Miss 
Young washed. Mother Noyes 
cleaned house and worked in yard 
setting out plants.

Friday, April 25, 1919
Cloudy and cool. Papa Noyes and 

son Charlie took the horses and 
mules to Marysville to have them 
shod. Miss Young ironed. Mother 
Noyes used Cleaner on bedrooms. 
Orrin Kinney and Bob Kinney sawed 
up the limbs off the old Pepper tree. 
Mother Meyer, Edna and Margaret 
called. Mr. Wadsworth called for 
Liberty Bonds. 

Saturday, April 26, 1919 
Clear and bright, a lovely day. Papa 
Noyes and son Charlie with George 
Forderhase went up to Charlie’s 
place to repair barn. Mother Noyes 
and Edna Meyer spent the afternoon 
in Marysville shopping. Saw Mr. and 
Mrs. W. P. Richards in an auto along 
the side of the street. He was not in 
uniform.

Sunday, April 27, 1919
Clear and bright, a beautiful day. 
Bob Hooper and Orin Kinney 
walked up to Sutter and brought 
back the Sunday Examiner. After 
dinner Antone Vagedes came down 
with his wife and children, spent the 

PHOTO FROM CMMSC COLLECTIOND STREET MARYSVILLE
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afternoon and took the hay wagon back with them.

Monday, April 28, 1919
Clear and bright – a lovely day. Papa Noyes, son Charlie, 
Bob Lappin and Orin Kinney with Nig and Dick hitched 
to the wagon, leading saddle horses with dogs following 
left for Charlie’s place to be gone several days. Went 
up to vaccinate cattle and spay hogs. Miss Young took 
the nine o’clock car for Live Oak to visit her brother. 
Mother Noyes was chief cook – had Maud and Bob. 
Albert Graves called for Bonds. 

Tuesday, April 29, 1919
Clear and bright, warmer. Mother Noyes made a couple 
of bean pies, sent one over to Edna by Bob. Bernice Hill 
quite sick, called Dr. Stephens. Called to see Bernie – 
found her better. Miss Young came back on the half 
past 12 car. Had dinner. Then Mother Noyes turned the 
kitchen over to her – fearful warm. Raised the canvas 
on the porch. Waited supper for the men. They did not 
come. After supper Papa Noyes telephoned that they 
would be home Wednesday. 

Wednesday, April 30, 1919
Clear and very warm. Mother Noyes washed. Bob 
Hooper and Maud Noyes went up to town. Waited 
supper until almost eight o’clock. Finally the men came, 
tired, hungry and dirty. They had worked hard all day in 
order to get home. Allen Stohlman and Clifford Lester 
cutting hay on Charlie’s place.

Thursday, May 1, 1919
Clear and bright. Mother Noyes ironed until Miss Young 
was ready to wash. Power weak. Too many irrigating 
orchards. Papa Noyes and son Charlie began cutting 
hay. Papa driving Dick and Nig on the old mower, 
Charlie driving the mules, Bud and Blossom, on the new 
mower. After dinner Bob Lappin left for Sacramento.

Friday, May 2, 1919
Clear and bright but still warm. Mother Noyes finished 
ironing. Papa Noyes and son Charlie still cutting hay. 
After dinner Orin Kinney went to Marysville, came back 
that night.

Saturday, May 3, 1919
Clear and bright – warm. Still cutting hay. Orin Kinney 
began raking hay with the mules, Star and [blank]. After 
dinner Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Noyes, Mr. and Mrs. C. A. 
Noyes, and Miss Young went to Marysville to do some 
shopping. Arrived home late, had a hurried supper. Edna 
and Roy came over and spent the evening. Took Roy 
Junior home. Were invited to Hawns to a party in honor 
of Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Richards. Cooler. Tony Vagedes 
came down and bought the beef cattle.

Sunday, May 4, 1919
Clear with a strong south wind. Tony came for the first 
cattle. Sold the last Bull Tractor to Harry Crastenbrook. 
Papa and Charlie ground sickles for mower. After dinner 
Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Noyes, Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Noyes and 

SUTTER CITY, LOOKING OVER PALM STREET PHOTO FROM CMMSC COLLECTION
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Miss Young went to Charlie’s place 
near Pennington and from there on 
around the Buttes – passing our old 
home place. Mrs. Stohlman had the 
best field of wheat along the road.

Monday, May 5, 1919
Clear and bright, decidedly cooler. 
Mother Noyes had a great time 
finding a sun-bonnet pattern. 
Finally found it – made a dandy 
sun-bonnet and sent the pattern to 
Myrtie Haynes. Still cutting hay. Bob 
Lappin came back from Sacramento, 
went to work bunching hay.

Tuesday, May 6, 1919
Clear – still cool. Mother Noyes 
sewing. Papa Noyes and son Charlie 
running mowers. Kinney raking, 
Lappin bunching. Tony Vagedes 
brought the hay wagon home.

Wednesday, May 7, 1919
Cool and clear. Mother Noyes 
washed – had a large washing. Papa 
Noyes and son Charlie still cutting 
hay. Kinney raking and Lappin 
bunching. Had strawberries and 
cream for supper, Bob Hooper’s 

treat. Edna and Roy called on Maud 
and Charlie. Pop Haven called. 

Thursday, May 8, 1919
Clear and quite cool. Mother Noyes 
ironed until Miss Young was ready 
to wash. Papa Noyes and son Charlie 
cut hay until noon. After dinner 
worked on derrick for hay stack. 
Mr. Haven took hay wagon up to 
Charlie’s place – came back in car. 
Mr. Wadsworth called in interest 
of Liberty Bonds. Buyer from City 
called to see cattle – found that they 
were sold.

Friday, May 9, 1919
Clear, still cool. Papa Noyes, 
son Charlie, Bob Lappin, Orin 
Kinney and Mr. Haven working on 
derrick. After dinner Papa Noyes, 
son Charlie and Maud went to 
Marysville. Mr. Haven took Mr. 
Larson up to Charlie’s place to work 
in hay. Edna Meyer came over and 
made a short visit.

Saturday, May 10, 1919
Clear with a strong north wind. Men 
still working on derrick, finally got 

it up and it worked all right. Mother 
Noyes cleaned house and bought a 
“V” Liberty Bond.

Sunday, May 11, 1919
Mother’s Day – [first celebrated 
1908, ed.] Clear and bright – a 
beautiful day. Hay men all busy 
doing their weekly washing. After 
dinner Charlie took Maud and 
Mother Noyes up to Antone Vagedes 
where they spent the afternoon. 
Necia and Winton had been driving 
the goats.

Monday, May 12, 1919
Clear with a north wind. Ed and Will 
Forderhase began hauling hay with 
Campbell and Johnson as pitchers. 
Mr. Haven, Papa Noyes and son 
Charlie driving the mowers. Bob 
Lapping bunching. Orrin Kinney 
driving horse for derrick.

Tuesday, May 13, 1919
Clear and still. Papa Noyes and 
son Charlie with Haven started to 
cut the barley and burr clover. Mr. 
Haven’s machine could not cut 
it. He came back and helped Bob 
Lappin bunch. Forderhase boys and 
Campbell and Johnson hauling hay 
to horse barn. Orrin Kinney raking. 
Mother Noyes cleaned yard. Bob 
Hooper cut lawn.

Wednesday, May 14, 1919
Cloudy and cool. Mother Noyes 
washed. Forderhase boys, Campbell 
and Johnson hauling hay to big 
barn. Bob Lappin driving derrick 
horse. Papa Noyes, son Charlie and 
Mr. Haven cutting hay below the 
track. Orrin Kinney raking. About 
four o’clock rain drove the mowers 
home. Mr. Haven and Orrin Kinney 
bunched until quitting time. Miss 
Young busy cooking for the crowd.

PHOTO FROM CMMSC COLLECTION

PHOTO FROM CMMSC COLLECTIONHAYING
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Thursday, May 15, 1919
Clear with sun shining bright. Papa Noyes, son Charlie 
and Mr. Haven cutting hay below the track. Orrin 
Kinney raking below the track. Forderhase boys, 
Campbell and Johnson hauling to Big Cattle barn. Bob 
Lappin driving derrick horse. Miss Young washed. Edna 
Meyer came over in the Dodge. Mother Noyes went with 
her over to Jim Haynes’ where we spent the day. J. E. 
Rutherford called. Thought the Herefords fine. 

Friday, May 16, 1919
Clear and bright. Papa Noyes, son Charlie and Mr. 
Haven still cutting hay below the track. Forderhase boys 
with Campbell and Johnston hauling hay to stack. Orin 
Kinney raking and bunching hay below the track. Bob 
Lappin driving derrick horse. Clifford Lester called for 
his money for haying on Charlie’s place. Edna called.

Saturday, May 17, 1919
Clear and cool. Papa Noyes, son Charlie and Charlie’s 
wife went to Marysville. Papa Noyes and son Charlie left 
Marysville about one o’clock going to the Ed Biggs place 
above Gridley. Maud came home in the car. Mother 
Noyes washed and pressed grey dress and pink waist. 
Papa and Charlie returned from ranch at Pennington 
with Larson to work in hay.

Sunday, May 18, 1919
Clear with a stiff south breeze. Hay men busy all 
morning doing their week’s washing. Antone Vagedes 
brought Abbie, Necia and Winton down for a short call. 
Edna Meyer called. Charlie and Maud called on Mr. and 
Mrs. F. E. Forderhase.

Monday, May 19, 1919
Very warm. Clear with a strong north wind. Wind blew 
so hard men had to quit working in the hay. Papa Noyes, 
son Charlie, Bob Lappin and Orin Kenney dug post 
holes and fixed place for another stack. Edna Meyer and 
Mother Noyes spent most of the day at the High School 
Exhibit. Took dinner with Abbie and Tony. Edna went 
back home to change her dress. Brought Miss Young and 
Maud Noyes to see Exhibit. Mr. Haven and Charlie cut 
hay until noon. Papa Noyes went into town. Could not 
send money to Cal from here. Sent list for groceries to 
Dean & Co.

Tuesday, May 20, 1919
Clear and some cooler. Got canned goods from Antone. 
Charlie Noyes and Maud went up to Sutter to get mail 
and provisions. Arthur White called to see about Grain 
Insurance. Papa Noyes and son Charlie finished cutting 
barley and burr clover, thus ending the hay cutting 
for the Noyes Ranch for the year 1919. Put away the 
mowers.

Wednesday, May 21, 1919
Clear and pleasant. Mother Noyes washed. Belt flew 
off three times and finally broke. Jim Haynes happened 
along and fixed the belt. Papa Noyes, son Charlie, Bob 
Lappin and Orin Kinney moved derrick from Big Staff 
over behind the cow barn where they will build another 
stack. Wind blew quite hard – looked a little like it 
might rain. 

Thursday, May 22, 1919
Clear and cool. Mother Noyes got up early and ironed 
an hour and a half before breakfast. Finished all ironing 
before Miss Young came out to wash. Forderhase boys 
with Campbell and Johnson hauling hay. Bob Lappin 
driving derrick horse. Orin Kinney raking and bunching. 
Mother Noyes seeded and canned the cherries.

Friday, May 23, 1919
Cool. Forderhase boys with Campbell and Johnson 
hauling hay. Papa Noyes, son Charlie, Bob Lappin 
and Orin Kinney digging post holes, making place for 
another stack. Mother Noyes was pitting cherries when 
she saw Glenister coming down the road on his pony. 
As it was closing day at his school, thought something 
must be the matter. He came to the house crying saying 
Granma Haynes is dead. Could hardly believe him as we 
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saw her on Monday and she seemed so well. Tony came 
down and took Mother N. up to Sutter. Abbie and I went 
to collect mail. Came home with Roy and Edna. 

Saturday, May 24, 1919
Still clear. Papa Noyes and son Charlie drove the wagon 
with beds, saddles and dogs leading the saddle horses 
up to Charlie’s place where they went to gather up the 
cattle and bring them home in order to get them ready 
for the trip to Meadow Valley. Men still haying. 

Sunday, May 25, 1919
Cloudy and cool. Mother Noyes straightened up the 
house – took bath and dressed for funeral as Mrs. 
Haynes was laid away. Roy and Edna came for me a little 
after two. She was buried from the South Church with 
the Reverend preaching the sermon. Papa Noyes and 
son Charlie came in with the cattle at two. Uncle Joe 
Prime drove the team home and remained overnight. 
Mother Noyes was some surprised by a call from one of 
her old school mates who she had not seen since she left 
the seminary 40 years ago. Knew her at once – Emma 
Kirtley. 

Monday, May 26, 1919
Clear and warm. Charlie Noyes took Uncle Joe and Orin 
Kinney up to his ranch, A. Larson being too drunk to 
go. Forderhase boys with Campbell and Johnson still 
hauling hay. Bob Lappin driving derrick horse. Man 
called in interest of a Union Stockyard at Sacramento. 

John Steward and Ernie Robinson called. 

Tuesday, May 27, 1919
Clear but close and sultry. Mother Noyes cleaned room, 
changed bed so as it would be cooler. Forderhase boys 
with Campbell and Johnson hauling hay. Papa Noyes 
had breakfast at Maud’s then he and Charlie took the 
cattle down to Mother Noyes’ Place. It was so warm that 
the men could hardly work. Bob Lappin changed places, 
going into field and pitching on Campbell stacking – 
driving derrick horse. Man brought picture of home and 
Mother Noyes ordered one and was foolish enough to 
pay $8.75 down on it. Charlie, Maud, Miss Young and 
Mother Noyes drove over to Mr. Meyer with package for 
Edna as it was her birthday, but she had gone to Bean 
Land.

Wednesday, May 28, 1919
Clear and very warm. Mother Noyes washed – was all 
morning as the machine did not run good. Campbell, 
Johnson and Lappin finished the hay this side of the 
track. Maud Noyes took the seven o’clock car for Santa 
Cruz to meet her brother Harry Miller who has just 
returned from France. During the afternoon wind came 
up from the South and blew a gale. Lappin, Johnson and 
Campbell bunching the hay below the railroad track.

Thursday, May 29, 1919
Clear with a little wind. Mother Noyes ironed until Miss 
Young was ready to commence to wash. Forderhase 

SEXTON RANCH, NORTH BUTTE
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boys did not come to work as they 
had hay to cut. Lappin, Campbell 
and Johnson still bunching hay.

Friday, May 30, 1919
Clear with a terrible north wind. 
Men could not work. Dust all over 
everything. Had to move into living 
room for meals. The wind almost 
ruined my plants. Flowers were all 
spoiled so did go to cemetery. Ann 
and Alice came down. Roy Howell’s 
house burned down – very little 
saved. The wind blew so hard, could 
do nothing with the water.

Saturday, May 31, 1919
North wind still blowing a gale. No 
work in hay field. Hard to watch the 
yard – the wind blowing water in 
every direction. Roy and Edna called.

Sunday, June 1, 1919
Wind still blowing. Left lunch on 
table for men. Mr. and Mrs. E. A. 
Noyes, C. A. Noyes and Miss Young 
went for a ride to Berry Creek, 
taking lunch. Our first stop was at 
Mr. Robinson’s, from there on to 
a place near Johnny Grubb’s, then 
on to Oroville where we had a large 
glass of root beer which was very 
refreshing. Then on, stopping at 
two places on the road, eating our 
lunch under a bunch of oaks as we 
had intended. Finally reached Berry 
Creek and found the place under new 
management. Went down to spring, 
had a good drink of clear, cold water, 
reached home at 8 o’clock.

Monday, June 2, 1919
Clear with very little wind. Cleaned 
up yard and laundry room was 
some work. Forderhase boys with 
Lappin and Johnson hauling and 
Campbell stacking below the track. 
Edna Meyer called in the afternoon 

– brought her fruit over. Took 
Roy’s canvas home. Papa Noyes 
and son Charlie went to Marysville, 
accompanied by Jim, Myrtie and 
Glenister Haynes. Jim bought the 
old Kissel truck so he has a machine 
of his own. 

Tuesday, June 3, 1919
Clear and very warm. Mother 
Noyes washed and picked over 
blackberries. Forderhase boys, 
Lappin, Johnson and Campbell 
working in hay. Papa Noyes, son 
Charlie taking sacks and twine up 
to Charlie’s place for harvester, 
brought Orrin Kinney down.

Wednesday, June 4, 1919
Clear and warm – hottest day of 
the season. Mother Noyes ironed 
and put up blackberries. Forderhase 
boys, Lappin, Johnson and Campbell 
still hauling hay. Orin Kinney raking 
and bunching.

Thursday, June 5, 1919
Cool and pleasant. Forderhase 
boys, Campbell, Johnson, Lappin 
and Orin Kinney working hard in 
the hay – seems a never ending job. 
Otto Forderhase shipped sheep 
from here today.

Friday, June 6, 1919
Clear and still cool. Forderhase 
boys, Campbell, Lappin, Johnson 
and Orin Kinney finished hauling 
hay. Papa Noyes and son Charlie 
busy getting ready for the long trip 
to Meadow Valley. Mr. Milo Warren 
came down from Meadow Valley. He 
is to be cook on the road.

Saturday, June 7, 1919
Clear and cool. Mother Noyes 
washed blankets, overalls and pants. 
Campbell and Johnson took the car 
for Sacramento. Gen Davis shipped 

sheep from here. After supper Mr. 
and Mrs. E. A. Noyes, C. A. Noyes 
and Miss Young went over to 
Haynes to see if Jim could go to the 
mountains with them. Myrtie was 
not feeling well. We all enjoyed the 
ride over and back that evening.

Sunday, June 8, 1919
Cooler. Had breakfast at five 
o’clock. Papa Noyes, son Charlie and 
Orin Kinney went down to Mother 
Noyes place and brought the cattle 
home. Charlie went to Marysville to 
meet Maud who arrived home from 
Santa Cruz. Miss Young’s brother 
called and took her for a ride.

Monday, June 9, 1919
Clear and bright. Papa Noyes, son 
Charlie drove cattle in the corral 
and vaccinated some and branded 
others. After dinner Papa Noyes and 
son Charlie went to Marysville to 
lay in supplies for the trip. Mother 
Noyes cooked meat and beans, etc. 
for lunch for the men on their trip.

Tuesday, June 10, 1919
Clear and cool. Breakfast at five 
o’clock. Then began preparations 
for the trip to Meadow Valley. The 
small calves were put into the truck. 
All eatables and provisions were 
packed into the covered wagon with 
Mr. Warren driving the black and 
white mules. All bedding and grain 
was packed into the spring wagon. 
Orrin Kinney driving the mules Bud 
and Blossom. Jim Haynes driving 
truck on lead, then the cattle driven, 
Papa Noyes and son Charlie and 
Glenister Haynes with the dogs Cap 
and Bobby.

Wednesday, June 11, 1919
North wind blowing. Mother 
Noyes and Myrtie Haynes sewing. 
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Bob Lappin cutting the lawn and 
going up town for the mail. A long 
quiet day. Jack dog ran off. Antone 
Vagedes called and left $250.00. The 
men left Charlie’s place with cattle 
this morning. Roland Prime and 
John Stewart joining them there. 

Thursday, June 12, 1919
Clear and cool. Miss Young washed. 
Ben Catlett and Bosco shipped 
some sheep from here. Edna Meyer 
called. Miss Young, Myrtie Haynes 
and Mother Noyes went with her 
up to the store and then down to 
Myrtie’s after her dog. Had a blow 
out in front of the garage in Sutter. 
Addington mended the tube after 
a time and we went on our way 
rejoicing.

Friday, June 13, 1919
Clear and cool – a lovely day. Gridley 
Picnic – nothing much to do and 
big auto in shed but no one to run 
it so we stayed home. Edna Meyer 
came over early in the Ford to get 
someone to go to Marysville, but the 
Ford refused to go so she took Mutt 
and the buggy and went home. After 
dinner she came over in the Dodge 
and took Mother Noyes to town 
with her. Saw Mattie Harris and 
Daisy Proper in town. Lady Show 
U seemed no better – sent for Doc 
Williams. He said no bones broken, 
only bad sprain. Edna and Roy drove 
Mutt home and took Ford back.

Saturday, June 14, 1919
Clear and cool. Mrs. Fred Farrington 
came for Myrtie – going to 
Commencement tonight. Edna and 
Mother Meyer came over and took 
Mother Noyes to Commencement 
Exercises at the Sutter Union High 
School. A class of nineteen graduated.

Sunday, June 15, 1919
Clear and cool. Mother Noyes was 
out watering the lawn when Miss 
Young came out and said the hot 
water pipe in the stove had burst. 
Called Mr. Lappin. He shut off the 
water, took the pipes out of the 
stove and capped the ends of pipes. 
Cooking went on as usual only we 
had no hot water in boiler.

Monday, June 16, 1919
Clear and cool. Maud washed. Edna 
Meyer came and took Myrtie Haynes 
over to Thompson blackberry patch 
to get berries they had ordered. 
Found they had not picked them – 
so they were forced to pick them. 
Did not get back until after two 
o’clock. Edna rested a while – picked 
over the berries and canned them. 
Mother Noyes cleaned jars. 

June 17, 1919
Warm. Roy brought Edna over 
before we had breakfast. Was all 
busy making jam when who should 
call but Mr. Quigley. He must see 
every one of us. He had to make the 
rounds – first out to the laundry 
room where Mother Noyes and Edna 
were making jam, over to Maud’s 
where Myrtie was teaching Maud 
how to make jelly. Mother Noyes 
had a letter from Papa Noyes. They 
were at Merrimac . Cattle going 
along nicely. 

June 18, 1919
Clear and still warm. Mother Noyes 
washed. Had quite a large washing. 
After resting a while we peeled the 
apricots. As it was so warm we let 
them stand. Edna Meyer came in 
just as we were through peeling – 
counted her fruit and put it away. So 
ended another long, warm day. 

June 19, 1919
Mother Noyes was up early. Had 
quite a bit of her ironing finished 
before breakfast. After breakfast 
Miss Young built the fire to heat 
water for the washing. When she 
began washing, Mother Noyes came 
to the house and put apricots on 
to cook. Heard the car toot twice, 
looked up and there was Jim and 
Glenister getting out. Came up, 
stayed to dinner, then Myrtie got in 
truck with them and went home.

Friday, June 20, 1919
Clear and cool again. Mother Noyes 
cleaned up the house and gave the 
lawn a good soaking. Finished the 
ironing. Papa Noyes and son Charlie 
came on the six o’clock car. Glad to 
see them – called Dr. Williams for 
Lady Show U again. Orrin Kinney 
came in on the ten o’clock car. They 
all reported a fine trip and well 
pleased with Meadow Valley.

Saturday, June 21, 1919
Clear with a good stiff south breeze. 
Mother Noyes cleaned house and 
finished up some sewing. Men a 
little tired from their trip and doing 
the little odd jobs that have to be 
done.
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Natural Gas in the Sutter Buttes
(from the USGS Fact Sheet)

THE SCIENCE ANGLE
For thousands of years, natural gas (largely methane) has leaked to the surface within and around the Sutter 
Buttes. Sometimes wildfires ignited these gas seeps, causing them to produce eerie blue flames that emerged from 
cracks in the ground and continued to burn long after the wildfires were quenched by rain. This phenomenon 
undoubtedly provoked a sense of awe and reverence for these dramatic crags located in the middle of a broad, flat 
valley. The native Maidu people named the Buttes “Histum Yani” or Middle Mountain.

Unlike the San Joaquin Valley (the southern part of California’s Great Valley) the Sacramento Valley to the north 
has no appreciable deposits of oil, but it does have much natural gas. This gas was generated from microscopic 
plankton that died and sank to the ancient sea floor to be entombed in marine mud. Gradual burial by as much as 
38,000 feet of overlying sediments created high temperatures and pressures that transformed the organic remains 
into gas. The volcanic upheaval that formed the Sutter Buttes pushed some of these sediments upwards, creating 
natural traps for methane and other gases rising from depth. 

Exploration for gas in the Sutter Buttes area began in 1864 when a local worker and entrepreneur, Dexter Cook, 
sank a shaft near South Butte. The 30-foot-deep shaft filled with gas and inevitably exploded when he lit a candle at 
the bottom, injuring four men. The shaft was deepened to 65 feet and then sealed, leaving a pipe extending above 
the surface. The gas flowed out and for years produced a 5-foot-tall, blue, smokeless flame.

The first commercial natural gas well in the Sacramento Valley was completed to a depth of 2,727 feet in the 
southwestern-most part of the Sutter Buttes in early 1933. This “discovery well” flowed at 3.4 million cubic feet 
of gas per day and still produces today, along with many other modern wells. Gas from the wells is collected into 
pipelines and distributed throughout northern California.

PHOTO FROM CMMSC COLLECTION
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THE PERSONAL ANGLE
In the April 1998 Bulletin, Lance Cull wrote about his parents, Esther and Howard, meeting when Howard worked 
in the gas fields. 

“In about 1930, Mom met my dad. That must have been quite a love story. The first two gas wells were being drilled 
in the Buttes and my dad, Howard, was hired on in the fall of 1931 by the Buttes Gas & Oil Company. The wages 
were $3.00 a day for a ten-hour shift and the ranch wage was $1.50, a little short but the country was recovering 
from a bad depression and one was glad to get what he could get. Mom was a young lady in 1930 and at 24 she 
was at her best and full of vinegar at that age. She would ride her big bay horse, Buster, over the ridge by Potato 
Mountain and watch the drilling crew from the ridge top as they tightened the ninety foot sections of drill stem and 
lower them into the well. The drilling rig was 110 feet tall and 50 feet square at the bottom. The rig was assembled 
one section at a time with a large crane. Mom would ride over the hill twice a week and take Dad his lunch and 
little by little they became very close. The drilling rig was run by two double twin steam engines – one for the mud 
pumps and one to run the turntable and cat head. The water for the rigs was pumped from a well down on Pass 
Road near the big spring just below the Hoke place. A flat head V-8 Ford engine ran all night and day to keep the 
10,000 gallon tank full or at least keep up with the two steam engines’ enormous appetite for water. Dad worked 
high on the monkey board about 2/3 up the rig. Mom would situate herself where she could see him and catch an 
occasional smile.”

“When it was time to change shifts, the 
Driller would play his song on the steam 

whistle. What a pretty sound that must have 
been ringing down through the canyons.”

PHOTO FROM CMMSC COLLECTION
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Sutter Buttes – 
The Lone Volcano in California’s Great Valley
(The United States Geological Survey published a fact sheet about the Sutter Buttes in 2011. Listed authors are 
Brian P. Hausback, L. J. Patrick Muffler, and Michael A. Clynne, edited by Peter H. Sauffer. Printed here with 
permission from the USGS.)

ALONE IN THE VALLEY (COURTESY OF THE U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY)

In the fall of 1841, an overland party from the United 
States Exploring Expedition led by Charles Wilkes 
traveled down the valley of the Sacramento River in 
central California, rejoining the expedition’s ships 
later in San Francisco. The geologist of the expedition, 
James Dwight Dana, could not help noticing in the 
middle of that broad, flat valley an isolated cluster of 
hills that tower 2,000 feet above the valley floor “like 
an island in a vast prairie of millpond smoothness” 

(Dana, 1849). Dana explored the hills, now known as 
the Sutter Buttes, on October 16. He recognized them 
as the remains of an extinct volcano and described the 
various volcanic rocks found in them, becoming the 
first geologist to study this distinctive geologic and 
geographic feature of the valley. Dana also commented, 
“The whole country, we were told, was flooded during 
the winter freshets, and the deep and antelope of the 
plains then take to the Bute (sic) hills.”
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In the 170 years since the Wilkes 
Expedition, few other geologists 
have investigated the Sutter Buttes 
and the surrounding area. In 1929, 
Howel Williams, a Professor at the 
University of California at Berkeley, 
named the major landscape features 
and correctly outlined the basic 
geologic history (Williams, 1929). 
Nearly 50 years later, Williams and 
Berkeley colleague Garniss Curtis 
revised and elaborated the volcanic 
history, aided greatly by radiometric 
dating of rocks (Williams and 
Curtis, 1977). In addition, the 
petroleum industry carried out 
investigations of sedimentary rocks 
adjacent to the Sutter Buttes and 
drilled many deep wells in search 
of natural gas. Although these 
investigations have determined the 
general history of the Sutter Buttes, 
some aspects remain uncertain 
and are the subject of ongoing 
investigations.

REGIONAL GEOLOGY 
AND ANATOMY OF THE 
VOLCANO
For much of the past 75 million 
years, the area of the Great Valley 
of California was a shallow sea that 
connected to the Pacific Ocean. 
Rivers carried sediments from 
the Sierra Nevada and Klamath 
Mountains and deposited them 
in this sea. Over time, these 
sediments were compacted to form 
an enormous thickness of marine 
shale and sandstone. The region 
eventually rose to just above sea 
level as an immense river valley, 
dominated by the Sacramento, 
Feather and San Joaquin Rivers. 
Before the volcanic eruptions that 

DORMANT VOLCANO (COURTESY OF THE U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY) 

formed the Sutter Buttes, the area was a uniform, flat plain on which rivers 
meandered back and forth, depositing sand, gravel, and mud on top of the 
earlier marine sediments.

The Sutter Buttes as we see them today consist of three major parts, 
termed by Professor Williams as the “castellated core,” the “moat,” and 
the “rampart.” The castellated core comprises the high, craggy peaks in 
the center of the Sutter Buttes. These were formed by batches of partly 
molten rock (magma) that rose to the surface as viscous plugs, forming 
steep-sided volcanic features known as “domes.” The domes originally 
looked much like the Chaos Crags in Lassen Volcanic National Park. The 
fragmented surface materials of the Sutter Buttes domes have now been 
eroded away, exposing their resistant interior parts. 

Immediately surrounding the castellated core is the moat. This low-lying 
ring of valleys is underlain by sedimentary rocks older than the Sutter Buttes 
volcano. These include layers of shale, sandstone, and conglomerate that 
range in age from the late Cretaceous (approximately 70 million years ago) 
to just before the Sutter Buttes first erupted about 1.6 million years ago. The 
sedimentary layers of the moat have been uplifted and steeply tilted by the 
intruding volcanic domes of the castellated core, and the soft, weak shales 
and sandstone have eroded away over time to form the moat valleys.
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The outermost part of the Sutter Buttes is the rampart, a broad area of low, 
outward-sloping hills that were formed by flows of fragmental volcanic 
debris that moved radially outward from their source in the castellated 
core. Some of this material resulted from hot explosive eruptions like 
most of the eruptions of Mount St. Helens, whereas other material was 
sloughed off the cooler outer parts of the domes and highland slopes of the 
castellated core and deposited as debris flows. 

VOLCANIC HISTORY OF THE SUTTER BUTTES
The first eruptions at the Sutter Buttes occurred about 1.6 million years 
ago, in the early Pleistocene, when magma pushed upward through the 
thick pile of Sacramento Valley sediments. Some of the magma breached 
the surface to form extrusive domes in the rocky core of the Buttes. 
Explosive eruptions pulverized the extruding magma, depositing blocky 
fragments and volcanic ash that hardened into pyroclastic (fire-broken) 
rocks. 

The first lavas to erupt were light-colored, often white, rhyolites – rocks 
rich in silica (SiO₂) and alkalis (potassium and sodium) but poor in 
magnesium and iron. The extruding lavas were so viscous that they 
accumulated at the surface as thick, pasty blobs, or lava domes. After about 
30,000 years, these rhyolites were followed by more voluminous eruptions 
of andesite and dacite, lavas lower in silica and higher in magnesium and 
iron than the earlier rhyolites. Forming much larger domes, the andesites 
and dacites are darker in color than the rhyolite, typically medium to dark 
gray, contain abundant large crystals and are commonly oxidized (rusted) 
to brick red.

The andesite-dacites erupted through numerous vents distributed 
throughout the castellated core. In addition to the magma that erupted 
at the surface, much andesite-dacite magma lodged below the ground as 
intrusive bodies, spreading and lifting the preexisting sedimentary layers. 
In this way, originally horizontal sedimentary layers around the perimeter 
of the volcano were bent upward to vertical and in some places overturned. 
This deformation is best displayed in the south moat of the volcano.

The eruption of voluminous andesite-dacite continued until about 
1.4 million years ago, creating the mountainous interior of the Sutter 
Buttes. Eruptions of volcanic domes were at times explosive because 
of an abundance of gases (mostly water vapor, carbon dioxide and 
sulfur gases) in the magmas. The explosive eruptions fractured the 
dome rocks into fragments ranging from fine ash to giant blocks. These 
pyroclastic materials were carried downslope from the domes as slurries 
of debris made fluid by either hot volcanic gases (pyroclastic flows) or 
liquid water (lahars). The very hot pyroclastic flows and the cooler lahars 
accumulated around the base of the castellated core in layer after layer of 
debris, forming the gently outward-sloping rampart, a continuous debris 
apron or “fan” all the way around the castellated core of volcanic domes 
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and over the truncated top of the 
surrounding moat sediments.

The lowermost, rhyolitic layers of 
the rampart are exposed in only 
a few areas on the outer part of 
the moat valleys. These rhyolitic 
pyroclastic deposits are overlain 
by thick deposits derived from 
andesitic-dacitic pyroclastic flows 
and lahars. The uppermost layers 
of the rampart contain the largest 
blocks (about 30 feet in diameter), 
derived from the youngest, tallest, 
and best-preserved dome of the 
core (South, North, West, Williams, 
Curtis, and Twin Peaks). 

LAKEBEDS
In the very center of the castellated 
core are the remnant deposits of 
a very deep lake that was formed 
during the volcanic eruptions 
of the Sutter Buttes. These 
layered deposits are mostly sands 
and gravels of andesite-dacite 
composition and are at least 1,000 
feet thick. The lake may simply have 

filled a basin confined by volcanic 
domes, or the lake basin may 
have been excavated by powerful 
explosions during the andesite-
dacite eruptive period. Today 
the lakebeds are surrounded and 
truncated by andesite-dacite domes 
that intruded into the layers and 
gently deformed and uplifted them 
to form a high central ridge in the 
buttes.

TODAY’S TOPOGRAPHY
At the end of the volcanism 
about 1.4 million years ago, the 
castellated core and the rampart 
looked much as they do today. The 
castellated core was dominated by 
the youngest, tallest andesite-dacite 
domes. The rampart was a thick 
accumulation of pyroclastic-flow 
and lahar deposits. Over the past 1.4 
million years, however, the erosional 
effects of rain, running water, 
and wind have cut down into the 
softest and weakest of the geologic 
materials of the Buttes. Streams 

and landslides have preferentially 
cut into the relatively weak shale 
and sandstone sedimentary layers 
to carve the moat valleys. Outward-
flowing streams have also cut down 
through the pyroclastic debris 
layers to form distinctive radial 
valleys in the rampart. However, 
the elevations of the hard volcanic 
domes have probably not been 
lowered much by erosion.

HOW DID THE BUTTES GET 
THERE?
An important question is whether 
the Sutter Buttes are related to 
the Cascade Range, which extends 
from the volcanoes of southern 
British Columbia to Lassen Peak in 
northern California, or to the Coast 
Range volcanic trend which includes 
the Berkeley Hills Volcanics, the 
Sonoma Volcanics, and the Clear 
Lake Volcanics (the youngest of 
these, with eruptions from 2.1 
million years to 10,000 years ago). 
The Sutter Buttes do not fall on 
the geographic trend of either 
the Cascades or the Coast Range. 
However, the composition, texture 
and age of the volcanic rocks suggest 
that the magmas that formed the 
Buttes are most likely part of the 
magmatic system of the Coast Range 
volcanoes.

But why did eruptions occur at this 
isolated location in the middle of the 
Sacramento Valley, far from other 
volcanoes? Geophysical studies have 
revealed a prominent north-south 
linear “ridge” that has anomalously 
high magnetism and gravity deep 
beneath the Sacramento Valley and 
directly under the Sutter Buttes. 
These geophysical features may be 
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the expression of a buried, inactive fault that separates 
granitic and metamorphic rocks of the Sierra Nevada to 
the east from the oceanic rocks of the Coast Range to 
the west. Additional faults intersect this deep crustal 
fault to provide possible conduits for Sutter Buttes 
magmas to rise to the surface. The Sutter Buttes contain 
the only lavas to erupt at the surface of the Great Valley, 
but rhyolites similar to those at the Buttes are found in 
the subsurface just to the west along the Willows fault. 

The Sutter Buttes stand as a remarkable geographic and 
geologic feature of California’s Great Valley, and they 
remain a subject of scientific interest and research. 
One curious feature is the presence at the surface 
in the castellated core of a huge block, one-quarter 
mile across, of crystalline rock (Cretaceous granite) 
characteristic of the Sierran basement. How was this 
block carried upward to the surface? Or is it perhaps the 
tip of an upfaulted sliver of the basement deep below? 
This is one of many puzzles remaining for geologists to 
solve in future studies. 

ROCKY POINT, CLOSER VIEW
PHOTO FROM CMMSC COLLECTION
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How Live Oak Became Live Oak
By Ed McConnell

My great-grandparents, Hiram 
and Roxanne Gregory, along with 
their daughter Eva, migrated from 
Illinois to what would become Live 
Oak, California in 1874. In the 
1870 Illinois census, Hiram listed 
his occupation as public school 
superintendent, but he was also 
a Methodist minister dedicated 
to organizing new Methodist 
congregations and found his calling 
in the developing areas of Northern 
California. 

After building the first commercial 
retail property on Broadway Street, 
Hiram opened a general store which 
qualified him to apply for a postal 
franchise. In order to have a Post 

Office, a community needs a name 
and Hiram is credited both with 
naming Live Oak and becoming its 
first Postmaster. He chose Live Oak 
because of the abundance of oak 
trees in the area.

The Gregory family resided in 
Live Oak for five years and then 
moved to Oroville where their first 
son, Norman Claude, was born 
in 1880. That same year, Hiram 
accepted a call from Roseville to 
minister to Methodists who were 
holding services in a rented facility. 
Gregory spearheaded a fundraiser 
to build a church which, according 
to the Placer County Historical 
Society, was Roseville’s first house 

of worship and is still located at 
Church and Washington Streets.

The family continued to move 
every few years to work in other 
Methodist congregations in 
northern California. Their second 
son, my grandfather Raymond Lee 
Gregory, was born in Brentwood 
while Hiram served the Brentwood 
and Antioch churches, traveling 
between churches in a horse-drawn 
buggy. 

Hiram and Roxanne lived in many 
more communities in California 
to further the Methodist church 
before finally retiring in Los Gatos, 
California where both are interred. 

HIRAM LEE GREGORY

ROXANNE CRESS GREGORYRAYMOND, NORMAN, EVA AND ROXANNE GREGORY
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Memorials & Gifts

In Memory of Howard & Ruth  Anthony
	 Tom & Jolyne Williams
In Memory of Eleanor Barton
	 Jim Staas
In Memory of Dean Miller
	 David & Ann Rai
In Memory of Mary O’Neal
	 Laverne & Maria McPherrin
	 Cynthia Struckmeyer
In Memory of Ben Phillips
	 Laverne & Maria McPherrin
In Memory of Ron Rose
	 Bob & Lee Jones
	 Roy J. Staas
In Memory of Ron Schuler
	 Laurie Schuler
In Memory of Claireen Tarke
	 Alice Chesini
	 Donna & Barry McMaster

Outright Gifts
Outright Gift –
	 Dave & Sandy Davini
	 Japanese American Citizens League

Trees & Traditions Sponsors and Donors –
	 Tom & Robin Walther	

Patio Paver –
	 David & Anne Rai	

Membership
NEW AND RENEWING
MEMBERSHIPS
(January 23, 2019 – April 3, 2019)

Carol Bordeaux
Anne Chellis
Alice Chesini
Katy Coladarci
Melanie Conover
Dave & Sandy Davini
Cynthia Dost
Chet & Andrea Dunbar
Sharon Foote
Susanna Ford
J. & D. Freiler
Mary Ann & John Frye
The Gobel Family
Scott Hankins
Betty Harter
Diane Hilbert
John & Linda Houston
Priscilla Kerr
Joann King
Steve & Marie Kroeger
Anthony & Joan Kurlan
Randy & Janet Lavender
Betsy Lee
Nick Limonoff
Tito Luna
Ed McConnell
Virginia McElroy
Meriam Library, CSU Chico
Amber Milner
Suzanne & William Nakashima
Jan Perry
Jona Pressman
Steven Richardson
Peter Rolfe
Laurie Schuler

Renew your membership today!
Funds from membership directly support the  

work we do here, including taking care of our collections 
 and offering stellar education programming. Not a member? 

Consider joining today!  
And don’t forget, a membership is a great gift! 

For more information, 
visit www.suttercountymuseum.org

or stop by the Museum
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PHOTO COURTESY OF BLAKE VAUGHN

In the Artisan Community Garden

We’re gearing up for a great summer in the garden! We 
had an installation/planting day on April 13th with Mona 
Bahraini (founder and owner of The Prickly Pear in 
Sacramento) here to do an installation in the garden to 
accompany the Frida Kahlo exhibit that we’ll have this 
summer. We’re planning on Fun Friday mornings in the 
garden again, so come join us to see what we’re up to!

In the Museum Store

Yes, the Museum Store is OPEN during our building 
work!! We have lots of great gift items, many made right 
here in California. Looking for local postcards? We’ve got 
them! A Sutter Buttes cutting board? Come on in! Books 
on local history? Our shelves are full of them! Come shop 
with us and get a sneak peek of the work we’re doing!

We’re stocking up now to have a lot of new items in the 
store for our Grand Re-Opening; you’ll love some of the 
new items!
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ARTIFACTS
BUGGY
BUTTES
CORE
DOMES
EROSION
ERUPTIONS
FAMILY
FAULT
FUNDING
GALLERIES
GEOLOGIST
MOAT
POSTMASTER
RAMPART
RHYOLITES
RIDGE
SEDIMENT
TRAVELING
VOLCANO

Puzzling

If you haven’t signed up for our  
eNewsletter yet, you should! 

Since we’re adding programs and events on  
a regular basis, it’s the best way to make sure 

you know about everything we’re up to. 

Just visit our website at  
www.suttercountymuseum.org  

and scroll to the bottom.  
You’ll see the box to sign up.
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Membership Information 
Our members are vital to the success of the Museum. The funds we raise 
from this program help us to properly care for our collection, bring in 
traveling exhibits, and provide education programs.

Membership benefits include: advance notice of events and exhibit 
openings, a 10% discount in the Museum Store, and subscription to the 
Museum’s quarterly journal. 

For information please call 530-822-7141 or visit www.suttercountymuseum.org

Student (under 18) /  
Senior Citizen / Library	 $20.00

Individual	 $25.00

Organization / Club	 $35.00

Family	 $40.00

Business	 $100.00

Our Mission
The Community Memorial Museum of Sutter County 
shares local stories to strengthen community bonds, to 
inspire celebration of our diverse cultural heritage, and 
to demonstrate how understanding the past prepares us 
for the future.

Donate
The Museum is a partnership between Sutter County 
and the Community Memorial Museum Association, 
a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. The Association 
supports all of the public programming aspects of the 
Museum, including education programs, fundraising 
events, temporary exhibits, updates to permanent 
exhibits, and the Museum Store. Donations made to  
the Association are tax deductible.

There are many ways to donate to the Museum:

 	Mail a check

 	Come visit us!  
	 (Yes, you can donate using a credit card.)

 	Planned Giving

We also have corporate sponsorship opportunities for 
our events and temporary exhibits.

Volunteer
We would not be able to do what we do without our 
volunteers. Volunteers staff the front desk when the 
Museum is open. This includes greeting visitors, 
answering any questions they may have, answering 
the phone, and selling items in the Museum Store. 
Volunteers also work on special projects, help at 
events, make ornaments and help decorate for Trees  
& Traditions. We are always looking for more 
volunteers, so if you are interested please contact us  
or come by the Museum!
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Calendar of Events
THROUGH JUNE 14
Exhibits closed for 
building work, but the 
STORE IS STILL OPEN  

MAY
Friday
17 Night at the Museum, 
5:00pm

JUNE
Saturday
15 Grand Re-Opening 
Celebration, 10:00am

JULY
Friday
26 Speakers on Frida 
Kahlo and Luther 
Burbank, 6:00pm


