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Amina Federspiel-Otelea
Museum Aide

Golden Trees & Traditions:  
Memories & Melodies
Tickets are on sale (while supplies last!) for a special 50th anniversary 
celebration of Trees & Traditions on Friday, December 5th from 6:00-
9:00pm. Join us for the Museum’s annual fundraiser featuring festive food 
and drinks, local music, and, of course, holiday trees and traditions. Tickets 
are on sale for $50 each at the Museum, by phone at 530-822-7141, or online 
at suttercountymuseum.org/events.

New Staff Bio

Amina Federspiel-Otelea is eager to join the Sutter County Museum team as 
a Museum Aide. After graduating with her B.A. in Liberal Arts from St. John's 
College in Santa Fe, NM, she takes joy in re-connecting with her hometown 
area and supporting the thriving Sutter community. She brings museum and 
education experience as an Art and Leadership program leader at the Georgia 
O'Keeffe Museum and spent three years building lasting connections and 
supporting a dynamic team as an RA for her college community. Planning to 
attend graduate school in Art History, she is very grateful for the opportunity 
to gain extensive hands-on experience at the SCM and to develop the diverse 
skills of a museum professional. 

Exhibits

The Curious World of Seaweed is on display December 17th, 2025 through February 21st, 2026 .

Based on the book The Curious World of Seaweed by Josie Iselin, this exhibition examines seaweed’s vital 
role in the ecosystem. Visit to learn about the history of seaweed in California through stunning “portraits” 
of seaweed, stories of Indigenous peoples’ and women’s connections to seaweed, and the ecology of the 
kelp forests of the Pacific Coast. From nori to giant kelp, from bull kelp to surfgrass and eelgrass, explore 
how these sophisticated marine plants keep our planet opulently rich in life.

The Curious World of Seaweed is a traveling exhibition from author and artist Josie Iselin in partnership with 
Exhibit Envoy. The exhibit is based on the book of the same name by Iselin (Heyday Books).
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Isaac Taylor McComas Diary
Part VI: 1864 – 1865
Edited and Annotated by Sharyl Simmons

This is the end of the portion of the McComas diary 
that the Museum has in its collection. I enjoyed 
annotating the diary, figuring out who and what he 
was writing about, and watching the changes that 
took place in early Marysville. I would like to thank 
Victoria Tudor for her help with questions about the 
early days of Marysville.

MASONIC HALL AT THE CORNER OF 3RD & E STREETS IN MARYSVILLE. PHOTO IS FROM ABOUT 1900. PHOTO FROM SCM COLLECTION.
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1	 Reverend Benjamin E. S. Ely was originally from Pennsylvania. He was admitted to the Yuba County Bar in 1858-59 
and served as an assemblyman in 1858. By 1879, he was still a minister and living in Southern California.

2	 Either T. or L. McGuire who operated the City Drug Store on the southeast corner of D & 2nd Streets.
3	 About $618 in 2025. It’s unclear which house McComas is referring to, as he owned several properties over the years.
4	 In 1864, San Francisco’s population was 108,000, and buildings were going up all over the peninsula.
5	 The San Francisco to San Jose Railroad was completed in January 1864, so McComas took his ride about a month 

after completion. The railroad cut travel time from 8 hours by steamboat and stagecoach down to less that 2½ hours.

Jan. 1, 1864
We laid the corner stone for the Masonic Hall today. 
The Masonic Order was out and we spent the day 
very pleasantly. We had a very nice dinner in the 
afternoon at the U. S. Hotel and a ball and supper at 
night. I was there.

Jan. 3, 1864
The Rev. Mr. Ely1 the orator of the day at the laying 
of the cornerstone at the Masonic Hall preached for 
us today.

Jan. 7, 1864
I set the stone sills today at the Masonic Hall.

Jan. 13, 1864
I rented my house to McGuire2 the druggist for 
thirty dollars3 a month.

 

Jan. 18, 1864
Evening I went to the stockholders meeting at the 
Odd Fellows Hall.

Feb. 1, 1864
We have all the walls up now except the front on 3rd 
St. for the 1st story at Masonic Hall. We are waiting 
for the front doorway of the hall.

Feb. 16, 1864
I started this morning for San Franscisco and 
arrived about 10 at night.

Feb. 17, 1864
I find everything very lively here and the place 
growing rapidly.4

Feb. 18, 1864
I went to the railroad to Santa Clara5 today but was 
quite unwell with fever and chills.
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Feb. 19, 1864
I started for home today and saw the 
men taking up the iron plating of the 
Cammanchie6 from the ship that sunk 
the day before I left. 

Feb. 26, 1864
The old folks repeated their concert 
this evening. Sallie7 sang with them 
again. They made about $650.00 to 
buy a new church organ.

Mar. 7, 1864
The Odd Fellows went up to Oroville 
this evening for a concert.

Mar. 21, 1864
After 3 weeks the stones finally came. We got ready 
at the Masonic Hall to raise the two very large 
stones at the great doorway leading to hall.

 

6	 USS Comanche. An ironclad ship constructed in New Jersey, it was disassembled and shipped around Cape Horn on 
the cargo ship the Aquila. The Aquila arrived in San Francisco on November 10, 1863 and docked at Hathaway’s Pier 
at the foot of Third Street (near today’s McCovey’s Cove at Oracle Park). The Comanche was to be reassembled at 
the pier, but on November 14th, a hurricane-strength storm sunk the Aquila. Work began raising the metal parts of 
the Comanche, and about six months later, the reassembly of the Comanche was completed. She was christened and 
launched in November 1864. 

7	 Sallie is McComas’ wife.

Mar. 25, 1864
We raised the stones at the doorway of the hall. We 
started on the Third street front of the Masonic Hall 
today.

 

VIEW FROM RINCON HILL, SAN FRANCISCO IN 1864. PHOTO BY CARLETON EMMONS WATKINS.
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Apr. 8, 1864
We started and got the huge stone up at the hall with no accidents.

Apr. 14, 1864
I went to Sacramento to try and get tenders8 for help in the Masonic 
Hall. I cannot get enough tenders in Marysville so had to look 
elsewhere.

Apr. 18, 1864
Started for home by boat with 3 tenders and arrived about five.

Apr. 19, 1864
Started on the hall again with 4 bricklayers and 3 tenders.

May 2, 1864
We finished up the third story about one o’clock. The Methodist, 
Baptist, and Presbyterians all had a picnic at Oroville on the railroad 
today.

May 19, 1864
We finished at A. P. Barnes9 today and started on a fence for E. 
Hamilton.10

May 20, 1864
I got the third payment on the Masonic Hall $1393.50. I laid brick 
today at Lambs. I am building an addition to his stable and it will take  
26,000 brick. I commenced at the Masonic Hall to rig up a hoisting 
apparatus with three large buckets and I intend to hoist by 
horsepower. I get $4.50 hour.

June 5, 1864
I started on the third story of the hall today to lay brick. My hoisting 
arrangements with the horses worked like a charm. It is a great saving.

June 18, 1864
I went to a meeting held at the City Hall for the purpose to take some 
measures in regard to draining the slough.11 We finished the windows 

8	 Mason Tenders who work assisting masons with material and site 
preparation for brick and stonework.

9	 Avery Power Barnes was a contractor and builder in Marysville before 
going into the grocery business at the corner of B and 7th Street. In 
1868, he became an undertaker and acted as the coroner and City Sexton 
(responsible for the City Cemetery). 

10	Ebenezer Hamilton was an undertaker and City Sexton from 1851-1870 
and then again from 1872-74. He refused to turn over the cemetery ledgers 
when he left office. From City Council minutes, he offered to sell them back 
for $1,200 in 1874 (over $35,000 today), and it was refused. He died in 1875 
at age 53. In 1876, his widow asked for $1,500 (over $44,000 today) from 
the City Council to return them and was turned down. At least one other 
attempt to sell them to the City was rebuffed in 1885. As a result, there are 
no official records of burials in the Marysville City Cemetery before 1870. 

11	The meeting established a committee to look into methods of draining the 
slough that was located near where 3rd Street is today. Stagnant water during 
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and walls up to the top of the third story a bit after noon.

June 24, 1864
I put my bid for a German church12 and I was the lowest bidder.

June 27, 1864
I put on the last scaffold high on the third story of the hall.

July 4, 1864
We had one of the largest turnouts today that I ever saw in Marysville 
on the 4th of July. Everything went off very well. I went out with our 
new fire steam engine. They all thought it was beautiful.

July 11, 1864

I signed a contract last week to build a German church on the corner 
of E and 7th St. I finished my curbing at the hall today. I commenced 
my scaffolding on the fire walls.

July 26, 1864
Pat McCarthy13 and I started to lay brick on the German M. E. Church.

Aug. 5, 1864
Poor Pat McCarthy died today. He died 20 minutes past 5 this 
afternoon. I was with him when he died. He had the inflammation of 
the bowels. I was sorry.

Aug. 12, 1864
I was quite unwell today so much so that I could not work at all. I sent 
some of the men walling up the privy vault at the Masonic Hall.

Aug. 20, 1864
I finished the brick work on the hall today. I have finished the front 
and I am cleaning down the rest and that will let me out. It is real 
beautiful.

 
 

the summer and increased flooding in the winter led citizens to attempt 
to come up with a solution. McComas was on the committee to devise a 
method to drain the slough economically, and the committee came up with 
a proposal to drain the slough from the 3rd Street Bridge to the Yuba River 
with a channel 1,750 feet long with a fall of 7 to 10 feet. A flume made of 
two-inch wood would run the entire length of the channel to drain four 
feet of water with any low spots filled in. McComas was appointed to the 
committee to solicit contracts for the work. Solicitation advertisements 
appeared in the newspaper with a closing date of June 29th at 5:00 p.m. 
McComas is listed as one of the committee members who can be contacted 
for specific information about the job.

12	The German Methodist Episcopal Church’s first service was about 1860. It 
was built on the corner of 7th and E Streets at an expense of $2,000. 

13	Patrick McCarthy was 28 and born in Limerick, Ireland. He was a mason and 
a member of the Hibernian Benevolent Society. To be a member you had to 
be Catholic, male, and Irish by birth or descent. He lived with his family on 
B Street between 7th & 8th Streets.
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Aug. 27, 1864
I am thinking about trying to get along without working, just 
superintending my work but I am afraid it just won’t work in this 
country. I got ready to do some work at the hall for George North14 the 
man that is going to take the corner store of the Masonic Hall.

Sept. 10, 1864
I started a little stable for Mr. Peckham and a job for City Hall. I raised 
the fire walls for City Hall. I cleaned down the fronts of the Masonic 
Hall and that is the last thing I have to do to complete my contract in 
all its building.

Nov. 8, 1864
The election passed off today very pleasantly. About 1200 votes polled 
and the Republicans got 395 majority. I’m still cleaning down the 
fronts of the new hall.

14	George North was born in New York in 1831 and arrived in Marysville when 
he was 20. He had a hardware store and sold farm implements. When he 
returned for a visit in 1896, he recalled men fishing for salmon in the clear 
water of the Yuba River. He also mentioned lots near the Plaza near the river 
sold for $15,000-$30,000 at the time and later sold for $10 a lot for the levee 
right-of-way. He relocated to Yolo County in the 1870s and lived there until 
his death in 1900. Two of his sons served in the California Assembly at the 
same time, one representing Yolo County and the other Alameda. 
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Nov. 17, 1864

We had quite a fire, the theatre 
burnt down early this morning and 
part of the walls fell down. It was a 
beautiful theatre. What a waste.15

Dec. 7, 1864
Very heavy rain again and it is 
high enough this time to run over 
the 5th embankment. I think 
from appearances it will wash it 
all away.

15	Early in the morning, a clothing store in the Theater Block (D Street between 2nd & 3rd Streets) caught fire and 
took out the entire block. The theater was a total loss of the building and contents including the belongings of the 
William’s Troupe performing in the theater. The lack of wind and a recent rain was credited with the entire business 
district not being lost. Aside from the theater which was constructed in 1854 by R. A. Eddy, four businesses located 
in its basement were lost including an Italian fruit market, the clothing store, a tailoring shop, and a bookseller. The 
front of the theater collapsed onto D Street, and the south wall collapsed onto a building owned by Peter Decker and 
crashed through to the basement. All the fire companies were called out to work the fire and managed to keep it from 
spreading throughout the city.

16	John Wright owned a powder house located at the south end of the Yuba Bridge. He had work done to raise the floor 
of the brick building to literally keep his powder dry. The building is described as two to three feet above the ground. 
He sold both blasting powder and sporting powder.

Dec. 10, 1864
I did work for John Wright at his 
powder house.16

Dec. 27, 1864
The Masonic Hall was inspected 
by the Building Inspectors 
Commission and was dedicated 
today. We had a very nice time 
and after the dedication I went 
to the dinner but not to the ball 
which was given in the evening in 

the hall. I want to start Starrs Mill 
now just as soon as I can.

Dec. 31, 1864
The last day of 1864. I feel very 
thankful to have to record once 
more on the eve of another year 
of the goodness of our heavenly 
father in providing so bountifully.

End of 1864
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17	Abraham Dubois Starr came from Ohio in 1849. He worked the mines for a 
bit and then went into business supplying miners. He arrived in Marysville 
in 1856 and married Mary Anna Teegarden, daughter of Dr. Eli Teegarden. 
Dr. Teegarden, along with William Foster, owned the Buckeye Mill located at 
the corner of Yuba and 5th Streets. Starr began managing the flour mill and 
continued working in Marysville until 1867 when he relocated to Vallejo and 
built a large flour mill there.

18	The 5th Street grade to the bridge washed away in high water during 
December 1864. Temporary fixes were also washed out, and permanent 
repair was delayed until the threat of high water was over. The opening was 
considered a safety valve to prevent major destruction of the bridge.

19	William Caldwell Swain arrived in Marysville in 1854 and worked as a 
contractor. He was the contractor who got the job to build the Masonic Hall 
and subcontracted the work. He later partnered with William K. Hudson 
and built the Swain & Hudson Planing Mills. He lived in Marysville until his 
death in 1904, at which time he was the City Treasurer. 

20	John H. Jewett was born in Connecticut and by 1852 had left the mines and 
was partners in a store in Marysville. In 1858, with Peter Decker, he bought 
the banking interests of Mark Brummagin and started his banking career 
with what eventually became known as Decker, Jewett & Company.

21	The second degree in Freemasonry. You enter as an apprentice, and when 
you prove your proficiency, you are passed into the second of the three 
degrees. The third degree is a Master Mason.

1865
Jan. 2, 1865
The roads are very muddy. We worked all day at Mr. Starr’s mill.17

Jan. 3, 1865
Evening at the Masonic Hall to night. We are so pleased with it.

Jan. 4, 1865
The city is building the bridge that washed away on Fifth Street.18 Water 
has kept very high in the slough all winter. The roads are so bad and 
muddy that teams cannot get in and out of the city. The farmers are all 
busy trying to put in their crops. I am the only one who has new brick in 
Marysville.

Jan. 21, 1865
W. C. Swain19 and I settled up this evening but he still owes $228.00. I 
still have a little more jobbing to do on the Masonic Hall.

Jan. 23, 1865
I collected $800 on the Masonic Hall and deposited with Jewett20 and 
Decker. Swain still owes me $228.00 on the hall.

Jan. 24, 1865
George North has raised to the degree of a Fellow Craft21 in the 
Masons. Everybody appears pleased with the building. I have $300.00 
stock invested in the hall. We commenced on the second story of 
the Star Mill with the following hands – Owen Fitzpatrick, Jas. 
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McCormick,22 and John Miller tenders. Billings, Jas. Cory, and Evan 
Knupp bricklayers.

Feb. 7, 1865
White, a carpenter that works with me on the hall, was raised to 1st 
degree.23

Feb. 23, 1865
Sallie was baptized by the Rev. Henry Holcomb Rheese24 paster of 
the 1st Baptist Church. We had a full church and God was certainly 
present.

Mar. 16, 1865
Owen and I worked all day at the Starr Mill.25 I am getting along very 
well and I will have it all finished except the office and the engine 

22	James F. McCormack was a member of the Eureka Fire Company. Later in 
1865, he purchased a marble company located at the corner of 5th and D 
Streets.

23	In Freemasonry being “raised” means achieving the third and highest 
degree. I’m not sure if he’s confusing the term “raised” to mean he was 
accepted in the 1st degree or he has confused the highest degree, where the 
term “raised” is used with being #1.

24	The Rev. Henry Holcomb Rheese was the minister at the 1st Baptist Church 
beginning in 1860. The church, located at the corner of 6th & H Streets, 
continued until the late 1870s, but at some point, the congregation split, 
and the majority of the members joined the new Union Baptist Church. 
Rheese also served as a public school commissioner and took over the 
Superintendent’s job for a brief period. In 1866, Isaac and Sallie had a son 
whom they named Holcombe Rhees McComas (1866-1870).

25	Buckeye Mill located on Yuba Street. 
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room by the last of the week. I collected $500.00 from Mr. Starr 
today, the first payment. The mill will be one of the largest mills in 
Marysville.

Mar. 21, 1865
My son Charlie26 and I started for San Franscisco today and arrived 
in Sacramento about 10 and arrived at the bay about 9 having had a 
nice trip.

Mar. 22, 1865
We spent the day in Oakland. I was very pleased with the place. 
Property is very high here. We went back to San Franscisco in the 
evening.

Mar. 26, 1865
Going back we slept aboard the boat last night. At 12 noon we started 
in the boat for Marysville and arrived home about 8 o clock.

Mar. 28, 1865
I am not at work today. I am trying to sell my brickyard and 
scaffolding, and I am thinking to give up bricklaying and making for a 
while and try and get along for a while without it.

Mar. 31, 1865
I worked all day at the water works27 and at Ransom’s Mill. I sold out 
my brick interest in Marysville with the back yard scaffolding. I sold 
to Steward and McDonald28 for 800 dollars to be paid as follows. First 
note paid first of May, the 2nd note on the first of November 1865 and 
the last note bearing interest at the rate of one per cent per month.

Apr. 1, 1865
Worked at Ransom’s Mill until noon. We got the news today of the 
taking of Richmond29 and the people quite jubilant over it.

Apr. 5, 1865
I sent my horse out on the Paine Rancho.30 I got my deed for the 
Sherman property from the Sheriff today and had it recorded.31

26	Charles Slicer McComas (1861-1909) was the oldest McComas son. This 
was his first trip to a large city and his first view of the ocean. He moved 
with the family back to Maryland and later married Frances B. Haynes in 
Baltimore in 1882. They had five children. He worked as a mail clerk for the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. 

27	The Water Works Hall was at 4th & D Streets in Marysville. 
28	James McDonald, a former business partner.
29	After a long siege, General Grant captured Richmond, Virginia, the capital of 

the Confederacy. The military set fire to the town on Evacuation Sunday, and 
it wasn’t extinguished until the city was officially surrendered and Union 
soldiers extinguished it.

30	Sumner Paine, mason and brickmaker. He later farmed in both Yuba and 
Sutter Counties. McComas worked for him when he first came to Marysville.

31	My guess is that this was a foreclosure, but I cannot find evidence for it. 
Searching the name Sherman in April 1865 is a fool’s errand, as the papers 
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Apr. 15, 1865
I started work at the 5th Street house second door from the corner 
making a back porch building, a bathroom and fence. I worked at 
home until noon today and about that time we got news of the 
death of our beloved President Abaraham Lincoln who was shot at 
the theatre in Washington and died this morning 22 minutes past 7 
o’clock. The news fell very hard upon us all. We all loved our President 
very much.32

Apr. 16, 1865
We went to church and Sunday School all day as usual. Our church 
was in mourning for the death of our great President. We all will 
surely miss him.

Apr. 19, 1865
We did not work today it being the day our president was buried. We 
had quite a turn out here at the Presbyterian Church. Oh, it was a very 
solemn day in Marysville. For respect most everyone was donned in 
black clothes.

Apr. 23, 1865
I am still jobbing about some of my houses and trying to get things 
fixed up in pretty good shape so as we can go home.33

Apr. 27, 1865
I am making preparations to go to Baltimore just as soon as we can get 
off. I intend to leave my houses in the care of W. L. Williams,34 and I 
intend to sell them just as soon as I can get a fair price for them.

May 3, 1865
I am still jobbing about home and waiting for Mr. Starr to get ready 
so as I can get his mill finished. I am still fixing about my house and 
trying to rent my house furnished that we are living in. I finished 
whitewashing our house today and find it a good deal of work to clean 
a house well. I paid my license and revenue tax today and paid $74 for 
green backs.

May 12, 1865
I sold out. I have given up quite a number of good jobs.

May 14, 1865
I went to the funeral of Mr. Lothrop35 a member of our Masonic Lodge.

are full of General Sherman’s March through Georgia.
32	The news of the assassination appeared in the paper on the 16th.
33	This is the first outright statement that the McComas family was heading 

back to Maryland. McComas spent 11 years here.
34	W. L. Williams owned the Marysville mill on 2nd Street. McComas 

would have known him through the Masons. Earlier in 1865, he was on a 
committee to organize the Freedmen’s Relief Society of Marysville to raise 
money for the benefit of freedmen, women, and children.

35	E. C. Lothrop, an officer in the Marysville Rifles, one of the founders of the 
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May 15, 1865
I got ready to finish Mr. Starrs mill. W. L. Williams agreed to take my 
houses with the parlor furniture for $25 per month. On the 30th of 
this month we sell out at auction on the balance of our furniture and 
in the morning of that day I will send my family to San Franscisco.

May 23, 1865
I did not get to work at the mill today on account of my tender getting 
tight.36 We are getting ready for the sale which will take place next 
Tuesday and on that morning Sallie will go below.37 I worked all day at 
the Starr Mill.

May 29, 1865
Sallie and Andy38 worked getting ready for the sale which will take 
place tomorrow of our furniture and also getting ready for themselves 
to leave in the morning for the Bay while I stay and attend to the sale 
and arrange my business in a proper way and shape as near as possible 
and then join them soon.

May 30, 1865
My family left for the Bay in the boat this morning at 6 o clock. My 
furniture was sold today at auction.39 Some of the things sold very 
well. Our parlor furniture and some of our other keeps I did not sell. I 
felt very sad this evening after the sale being alone. But I thought I will 
soon be with them again, the Lord willing.

June 1, 1865
Today was Fast day40 but I had to work. I am anxious to get done that I 
could not think of being idle. The post office is closed today so I could 
not get a letter to Sallie. I finished today at Starr Mill. John Cook and 
I figured it all out. The brick amounts to 336,315 at 13 cents. I will try 
and get off by Friday morning. I was busy today getting settled up with 
everybody and I have been very successful.41 I sold the sewing machine 

Union Club and a member of the Corinthian Lodge #9, died at the age of 33.
36	While McComas was a teetotaler, some of his employees obviously didn’t 

abstain. 
37	This was a term used to mean going to San Francisco.
38	It is not clear who Andy is, but he accompanied them back to Maryland.
39	An advertisement in the Appeal-Democrat announced the public auction at 

the residence of I. T. McComas on 5th Street between E & F Streets as the 
family was leaving for the east. They auctioned the entire house of furniture 
consisting of parlor, bedrooms, and kitchen furniture of every description. 
There was also one cabinet sewing machine and a small library of about 100 
volumes. The auctioneer was H. Barnett.

40	President Andrew Johnson and Governor John G. Downey of California 
declared June 1st as a day of fasting and prayer. Schools, government 
offices, and most businesses were closed.

41	It took a while to settle up everything. McComas built a cistern at the 
intersection of 7th & C Streets and billed $417, but the contract was 
for $342. The issue went to court, and he received payment of $343 in 
December 1866.
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to Mr. Shellenberger42 for $70.00. I now at mid night have my trunk 
packed. I feel so sad and very sleepy.

June 9, 1865
I started for San Franscisco this morning by the boat and arrived in 
Sacramento about noon. I found my family this morning after some 
trouble on Minna Street #310.43 All very well. I missed my family while 
they were without me.

June 12, 1865
We are to remain in San Franscisco for some time yet. The fares are 
so high on the regular line that I think it’s best to wait a while hoping 
we can get lower fares. The steamer that goes out on the 18th is from 
$225.00 to $800.00 first class cabin outside state rooms and inside 
rooms $200.00 second class $120.00 storage in gold coin.

July 12, 1865
After all this time we are still in San Franscisco waiting patiently for 
the opposition company to get here but owing to the telegraph down 
they cannot hear from New York. The loss of the Golden Rule44 on the 
Atlantic side is the cause of the trouble.

July 19, 1865
We are getting ready to start for the East tomorrow. I have bought our 
tickets which cost me $330.00 for my family and Andy first cabin.

July 20, 1865
We left California to go home today by steamer.

42	Possibly Hector J. Schellenberger.
43	Minna Street is a short street that runs parallel to Mission & Howard Streets 

and between 4th & 5th Streets in San Francisco.
44	The Golden Rule struck a reef in the Gulf of Mexico on May 29, 1865 and 

broke up. The crew had enough time to lower boats and build rafts before 
the ship broke up completely, and all passengers and crew were saved. 
Over 600 people were stranded on a 15-acre island for 10 days before U. S. 
gunboats rescued them and took them to Aspinwall (today Colón, Panama).
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AFTERWORD
The family went back to Baltimore, Maryland in 1865, and in 1867, Isaac and his 
brother Jacob purchased Hoods Mill, which was located along the Baltimore & 
Ohio railroad line on the Patapsco River. They ran the mill until 1874.

Of course there is some confusion to the story. Isaac McComas still owned 
property in Marysville and returned there in November of 1869. It appears that 
he went back to Maryland in 1870 because his son, Holcombe Rhees McComas 
(1866-1870), is buried there. Isaac returned to Marysville with his family and 
once again worked as a mason and managed his properties. The family lived in a 
1½-story brick cottage on D Street between 6th and 7th Streets. While here, their 
last child, Maude Virginia McComas, was born. During this time, there is mention 
of his oldest daughter, Ella, performing in a program at the Baptist Church her 
father helped construct.

In early 1873, McComas began selling his real estate holdings in Marysville, 
including the family home. The paper announced his leaving California to return 
to Maryland and that the community would miss him. 

When the family left for the second time in April 1873, the contents of the house 
were sold and the house auctioned off. Again, there was a listing of items being 
sold in the newspaper that included “household and kitchen furniture, bedroom 
set, tables, chairs, carpets, stoves, mirrors, crockery and glassware, and an 
elegant church or family organ, nearly new, an extra fine family sewing machine 
and a large amount of household goods too numerous to mention.” 

Isaac McComas and his family returned to Maryland for the final time. There is 
no mention of how the family traveled, but by this time, they could have traveled 
via the transcontinental railroad, which was finished in 1869. 

Isaac continued his diary until he died in 1923 at the age of 94. Sallie pre-deceased 
him, dying in 1919 at the age of 89. One child, Margaret, survived her father. 

Isaac Taylor McComas (1828-1923)

Sarah “Sallie” Slicer McComas (1830-1919)

Ella Frazier McComas (1860-1921)

Charles Slicer McComas (1861-1909)

Margaret Slicer McComas (1863 – 

Holcombe Rhees McComas (1866-1870)

William Gees McComas (1868-1921)

Maude Virginia McComas (1871-1900)
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By Phyllis Smith

Many (most?) of you have seen, and 
perhaps own, local history books from 
the Arcadia Images of America series. 
There are several for our area – The 
Sutter Buttes, Marysville’s Chinatown, 
Wheatland, and Browns Valley, to name 
a few. They are for sale at the Sutter 
County Museum and other local stores. 
Each book showcases a narrow area 
of history with historic photos and 
captions.

In the spring of 2023, Victoria Tudor 
and I started discussions about 
publishing a book to highlight one 
of our area’s treasures – the Historic 
Marysville City Cemetery. We both 
volunteer at the cemetery; Vickie has 
worked there for many years, while 
I’m a relative newcomer. Along with 
a team of other volunteers, we do 
groundskeeping – mowing, weeding, 
planting, pruning, watering… The city-
owned cemetery is 14.5 acres, so you 
can imagine how much ongoing effort is 
required to keep it in shape.

In addition, our organization, the 
Friends for the Preservation of Yuba 
County History (FPYCH), raises funds 
to finance headstone and monument 
repair. The City of Marysville also 
contributes substantial funds to this 
effort. The cemetery was established in 
1851, so most of the burials are quite 
old, and headstones and monuments 
have been through a lot of wear and THE HISTORIC MARYSVILLE CITY CEMETERY. PHOTO FROM THE SCM COLLECTION.
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tear. The main culprits are vandals, although vandalism has stopped 
since the City hired an on-site watchman; floods, which erode the 
underpinnings of the monuments; and ground squirrels, who dig so 
many tunnels the foundations collapse.

So what’s involved in writing one of these books? First we bought 
several previous Arcadia books about historic cemeteries to see if the 
topic worked in this format and how others approached the effort. We 
submitted a proposal to Arcadia and engaged in some negotiations 
about format, and in September 2023 – six months after we came up 
with the idea – we signed a contract.

That’s when the real work started. Arcadia has a strict set of 
requirements. We needed between 180 and 240 historic photos – we 
have 214. They had to be of a certain size and quality, and we needed 
permission to use them. We had to write 8,000 – 18,000 words for 
introductions and captions; we wrote 17,380. Captions generally had 
to be between 40 and 70 words, although there were some exceptions.

Gathering photos, writing and editing captions, creating and revising 
chapter structure, gathering more photos…. All this took us 15 months 
of hard labor. We submitted our product in December 2024, and the 
book was published in October 2025.

But we can’t yet rest on our laurels. Now we have to market the book. 
We don’t want it sitting on store shelves gathering dust, we want 
people to read it. All our profits will be used by FPYCH to repair 
headstones. So now we begin our book tour. Johnny Carson, Oprah 
Winfrey, Geraldo Rivera….  Or maybe just local clubs and service 
organizations. We’ll be making a presentation and signing books at the 
Sutter County Museum on January 15.BLACK BART. PHOTO COURTESY OF YUBA COUNTY LIBRARY.
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The cemetery is well worth a visit. Or several visits, given its size. It’s 
on Highway 70 just north of Marysville High School and is open every 
day – winter hours are 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. It’s very much like a large 
park, with trees, shrubs and flowers, including roses donated to us 
by the Sacramento City Cemetery, and some of them came across the 
plains in the 19th century on emigrant wagons. There are picnic tables 
and benches, so you can take your lunch and rest underneath the large 
oak trees.

So what will you see there? What will you learn?

Marysville was founded because gold was discovered in the rivers 
and mountains, and an ocean-going sailing ship could head up the 
Sacramento and Feather Rivers to the new town. This made it the 
perfect place for those working in the northern mines to get supplies, 
mail, and entertainment. Many people who came for gold ended up 
running stores and providing services. They stayed on as civic leaders, 
building a city and raising families. And approximately 10,000 of them 
are buried in the Historic Marysville City Cemetery.

You’ll undoubtedly know some names or recognize things they left 
behind. Harriet Murphy Nye was a survivor of the Donner Party. Her 
brother-in-law, Charles Covillaud, founded Marysville. W. T. Ellis, 
Jr. was instrumental in ensuring Marysville had levees to protect it 

GATEWAY TO THE CEMETERY. PHOTO COURTESY OF VICTORIA M. TUDOR.

ANNA MCKENNEY. PHOTO FROM THE SCM COLLECTION. 
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from floods. Black Bart had a 
thriving career robbing Wells 
Fargo stagecoaches. William 
Hudson founded Union Lumber, 
still going strong 173 years later. 
Lester Bishop was the first man 
from Yuba County to die in the 
Great War in 1918, and the local 
VFW is named for him and his 
friend Paul Langenbach. Edward 
Duplex was the first African 
American to be elected mayor 
of a predominantly white city, 
Wheatland. Anna McKenney 
taught three generations of 
Marysville students.

The cemetery has sections for 
different groups – Chinese, 
Japanese, Jewish, Black, Masons, 
Odd Fellows, firefighters, and 
babies. There are many family 
plots. There is a large “potter’s 
field,” for indigent burials, which 
likely has 2,500 people.

There are 10,000 stories in the 
cemetery, and our book just 
skims the surface, telling 122 of 
those stories. We hope you will 
get a copy for yourself and give 
them to your friends as well, and 
come to the Museum on January 
15 for our presentation. The book 
is available at the Museum Gift 
Shop for $24.99.

LESTER BISHOP (LEFT) AND UNIDENTIFIED FRIEND. PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHAEL ROBERT BISHOP.
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In honor of this special milestone, we are
asking our community to consider

donating $100 to support the Museum’s
educational programming for children.

50 YEARS
Celebratin

g

OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Help us continue the vision of the Museum that
began in 1975: to inspire, educate, and enrich the

young people of Yuba-Sutter and beyond.

THANK YOU!

Visit suttercountymuseum.org/support to learn more and to donate

KIDS POSING IN THE VOYAGE TO VIETNAM EXHIBIT.

For this special milestone 
year, we have been asking our 
community to consider donating 
$100 to the nonprofit Museum 
Association to support our 
educational programming for 
kids.

A $100 donation enables us 
to host one free field trip for 
local schools. A $100 donation 
enables us to purchase supplies 
for one free public program. If 
all current members and donors 
made a $100 donation, we could 
secure another interactive, 
participatory exhibit for the kids 
of our community like Potter 
the Otter or Voyage to Vietnam in 
summer 2026. These exhibits 

bring over 1,400 people each 
month to the Museum to share 
educational experiences with 
family and friends.

Admission to the Museum, field 
trips, and public programs are 
all FREE to the community and 
help us continue the vision of the 
Museum that began in 1975: to 
inspire, educate, and enrich the 
young people of Yuba-Sutter and 
beyond.

You can stop by the Museum 
or visit our website to donate 
toward the 50th anniversary fund 
for educational programming: 
www.suttercountymuseum.org/
support#donate 

Thank you for your consideration of 
a $100 donation, and please know 
that a donation of any size supports 
the work of the Museum. Thank you 
to the many donors who have already 
contributed to this special campaign 
to sustain educational children’s 
programming at the Museum!

In Honor of our 50th Anniversary
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Donate
The Museum is a partnership 
between Sutter County and 
the Sutter County Museum 
Association, a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. The 
Association supports all of the 
public programming aspects 
of the Museum, including 
educational programs, 
fundraising events, temporary 
exhibits, updates to permanent 
exhibits, and the Museum Gift 
Shop. Donations made to the 
Association are tax deductible. 

There are many ways to donate to the Museum:

Q	Mail a check to:
	 Sutter County Museum 
	 1333 Butte House Road 
	 Yuba City, CA 95993

Q	Come visit us! You can use a credit card, cash, or check to donate in person

Q	Donate online through our website

Q	Legacy Giving: please contact info@suttercountymuseum.org to learn more

We also offer corporate sponsorship opportunities for our events and 
temporary exhibits.

Sign up for our e-newsletter 
to receive the latest updates about Museum exhibits, programs, and events!  

Visit our website at www.suttercountymuseum.org 
Scroll to the bottom of the homepage, and enter your email address to subscribe.

MCCOMAS
TUDOR
SMITH
CEMETERY
ELLA
GEORGE
HOLCOMBE
MAUDE
WILLIAM
SALLIE
MARGARET
ISAAC
RESEARCH
BOOK
BUCKEYE
PLOTS
SEXTON
LINCOLN
MASON
COTTAGE

Puzzling fall 2025

N O A F D E G W B S X I P H K E B W A H M F O Q A
A E U I M K C G S N E D U A M L I N C O L N J E I
H W M A T S O X I U E M X Y Z U Y M C X T L Y Q B
O T U T C Q H O M M B Y O T B L W P T Y Y L R Z E
L S Z U Z Y P B B X I H M W B D U O B L E J C W B
A I C A E T X O X U J W R N Q N K B X V G T Y K M
E G L I U F Z T B S P M I D X V B W M V R U M W O
I M R D K E A W E A Q C V F T X K G H L O S A I C
M A O S P C B A C F B C Q W P E S Z I U E T S B L
B R A E L L A V E K N O A Q E F I Z S E G P O S O
P G E K D P P V S D B M I E Y N J S U W E H N K H
R A P P D E S W W T L A H W A F X V K G O Y I P Y
C R P N J Q F D Q X W S E V W E W C X T B T Z T M
H E M K F W M L A T R W S U E K K W U Z I V K E F
V T D N Q U Y P X Q D W D I R C X G V R D C G M Z
K A G K L M L I F P C G L V C E F I Z J Q P I J A
R U R W G O A M G D F L J H G M Y C D Q B S B Q D
W I P D T I A I A Z A E P C M E H A I E O E R H T
I J K S I D E I L S Q Z R R T T J A K A G M U P L
Q M A G O A I F N L L O J A T E B S X A E E A P A
C C Q W S B H Y E V I X S E I R A I T B Q A H V B
S E D J A M O R Y B O W Y S P Y Q T B U C K E Y E
G U B H K S E C Q H R O K E X Q O D S I Z X N F K
X I N F H S G I B V E P K R X C H R X N O T X E S
T V A T G Z L T F Y M D F B S M I T H V M O Z Y Y

1. MCCOMAS 2. TUDOR 3. SMITH 4. CEMETERY 5. ELLA 6. GEORGE

7. HOLCOMBE 8. MAUDE 9. WILLIAM 10. SALLIE 11. MARGARET 12. ISAAC

13. RESEARCH 14. BOOK 15. BUCKEYE 16. PLOTS 17. SEXTON 18. LINCOLN

19. MASON 20. COTTAGE
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530 671 1420 Yuba City, CA

Advancing the understanding of the natural and cultural
features of the Sutter Buttes through interactive

educational activities for schoolchildren and the public.

To sign-up for our e-newsletter, view hike schedule, and more, visit:
www.middlemountainhikes.org

Renew your membership today!
Funds from your membership directly support the work we do, including taking care 

of our collections and offering stellar educational programming. 

Not a member?  
Consider joining today!  

And, don’t forget, a membership is a great gift! 

For more information, visit suttercountymuseum.org/support

Volunteer
We would not be able to do what we 
do without our volunteers. Volunteers 
staff the front desk when the Museum 
is open. This includes greeting visitors, 
answering any questions they may have, 
helping orient people to the Museum 
resources and exhibits, answering 
the phone, and using point-of-sale 
software to sell items in the Museum 
Gift Shop. Volunteers also work on 
special projects, assist at events, and 
help decorate for Trees & Traditions. If 
you are interested, please contact us, 
or download the application online: 
www.suttercountymuseum.org/
support#volunteer
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Memorials & Donations
June 9, 2025 - September 30, 2025

Memorials
In Memory of Gail Ahlers
	 Lee Roy & Sarah Pryor
	 Sharyl Simmons

In Memory of Winnie Bush
	 Allen & Kathe Herr

In Memory of Robert Butler 
	 Sharyl Simmons

In Memory of Stephen Clark
	 Joan Young 

In Memory of Roger Fiack
	 Allen & Kathe Herr

In Memory of Corene Garcia
	 Nadine Mitchum
	 Jorjan Madden Perry
	 Sharyl Simmons

In Memory of Nicolai Larsen
	 Molly Bloom & Nick Lashway

In Memory of Jan Rubiales
	 Sharyl Simmons 
	 Phyllis Smith

In Memory of Betty Tarke
	 Lee Roy & Sarah Pryor

Outright Gifts
Alden Crow
Joan Ellis
Manjit Jhutti
Sutter County Children &
    Families Commission
Linda Zall

In-Kind Donations
Candid
Robert & Shari Coats
Girl Scout Troop #2179

¡Pleibol! Exhibit Support
	 Anna Cohn Community Fund

Patio Pavers
County of Sutter
Penny Lux
Caty McKinin & Rodney  
    Hubbell

50th Anniversary Campaign: 
Donations for Education

Nancy Aaberg
Diane Alexander
Kathy Ang
Linda Baker
Gayle Barkhouse
Jim & Noby Barringer
Molly Bloom &
    Nick Lashway
Carol Bordeaux
Carolyn & Pete Brennan
Capt. James A. Brosman
Ann Burrows
Glynis & Clark Buschmann
Dianna Ceballos
Jim & Jayedene Chesini
Jeanette Christopherson
Celestine Cobeen
Babs Cotter
Francisco & Rosey Damboriena
Roland & Roberta D’Arcy
Amanda Davis
Marilyn Elliott
Terry Farmer
Virginia Filter
Dan & Tonya Flores
Susanna Ford
Marika García &
   Christopher Holmes
Kelly Gash
David & Jennifer Giampaoli
Joe & Nancy Goss
Sarah Graf & Alan Bloom
Deborah Hall
Richards Hall
Scott & Barbara Hankins
Virginia Harter
Kimberly Heisch
Diane Hilbert
In Memory of the  
   Joseph Warren Hulbert Family
Stephanie & Mike Jauron
Brian & Laura Jenkins
Lee & Bob Jones
Steve, Patricia, & 
   Gretchen Justus
Laura Keber
Steve & Marie Kroeger

Gail & Michael Kunsman
Tony & Joan Kurlan
Kenneth & Barbara Lemos
Dorothy Lindsay
Kay & Larry Matsumura
Donna & Barry McMaster
Susan Burky Micheli
Amber & Zachary Milner
Monique & Tony Milner
Ron & Nancy Mulcahy
Suzanne & William Nakashima
Elaine Novak
Berniece Parcher
Josephine Parker
Albert C. Powell
David & Olivia Rai
Debrah & Mike Reid
Julian & Nancy Rolufs
David Rubiales
Merlyn Rudge
Margit Sands
David Schmidl
John & Judy Schnabel
Jeanne Schultz
Bonnie Scriven
Sharyl Simmons
Phyllis Smith
R. James Staas
Ron Stage
Jan Steffens
Marcia Stranix
Cynthia Struckmeyer
Kelly Swanson
Lynne Takahashi
Tanna Thomas
Kate Harter Van Eckhardt
Eric & Leticia Vodden
Jon & Susan Whiteman
Dale & Danarae Whitmore
Jolyne Williams
Carol & Roger Withington
Art & Dee Worledge
Joan Young
Robert Zirzow

Trees & Traditions:
Sponsorships, Donations, &  
In-Kind Gifts

Appeal-Democrat



25

FA
LL

 2
02

5 
 |  

 S
UT

TE
R 

CO
UN

TY
 M

US
EU

M

Membership Information 

Our members are vital to the success of the Museum. 
The funds we raise from your membership help us 
to properly care for our collection, bring in traveling 
exhibits, and provide educational programs.

For a complete listing of benefits by level, visit  
www.suttercountymuseum.org/support.

Business Memberships
Consider a Business Membership to the Sutter County Museum! Annual rates start at $250 and include 
benefits such as advertisements in the Bulletin, listings on the website, Gift Shop discounts, and more. Visit 
www.suttercountymuseum.org/support for more information.

Basic*	 $35
Basic Plus*	 $60
Bronze**	 $100
Silver**	 $250
Gold**	 $500
Harter Circle**	 $1000

Business Basic***	 $250
Business Basic Plus***	 $500
Business Sustaining***	 $1000
All Business Memberships include  
Basic benefits as well. 

Membership Levels Business Levels

*$10 discount for Student / Senior / Military / Long Distance (200+ miles away)
**$15 discount for Student / Senior / Military / Long Distance (200+ miles away) 
*** 20% discount for Non-profits

New and Renewing Members 
June 9, 2025 - September 30, 2025

Mary Allen
Randy & Tracy Baucom
Molly Bloom & Nick Lashway
Paul Boehmke
Wendy & Tim Burri
Terri Burroughs
Jim & Jayedene Chesini
Francis Coats
Roland & Roberta D’Arcy
Bruce Dewey
Terry Farmer
Virginia Filter
Jill Frausto
Friends for the Preservation
    of Yuba County History

Renee Garcia
Sarah Graf & Alan Bloom
Deborah Hall
Jennifer & Donald Harris
Lisa Herbert
Vern & Phyllis Hill
Paula Kearns
Steve & Marie Kroeger
Gail & Michael Kunsman
Colleen Lamon
Kevin Lee
Dr. Phuong Luu
Dick Marquette
Tiffany Mock
Ron & Nancy Mulcahy

Jorjan Madden Perry
Gabby Sandoval
Julie Stark
Victoria Tudor
Lisa Wilhelmi
Yuba Sutter Arts & Culture

Business Memberships
Middle Mountain Interpretive 
    Hikes

Beeler Tractor Co.
Patience Boudreaux
Butte Sand and Gravel
Close Lumber – 
    Frank R. Close & Son, Inc.
Cordi Winery
Davis Machine Shop
Edward Jones – David Tarke
Edward Jones – Whit Taylor
Edward Jones – Diane Warnock
Grocery Outlet

Hard Rock Hotel & Casino  
    Sacramento At Fire Mountain
Harkey House Inn
Hilbers, Inc.
Holycross Funeral Home &            	
    Crematory, Inc.
Diane Ketelle
Joan & Tony Kurlan
Debrah & Mike Reid
Sicilia Vineyards
Sound Annex  

Sutter Buttes Business Services
Sutter Buttes Regional Land                 	
    Trust
Thomas P. Winn Foundation
Treat ‘Em Like a King  
    Foundation
Ullrey Memorial Chapel
Yuba City Early Risers  
    Kiwanis Club
Yuba City Honda

Trees & Traditions: Sponsorships, Donations, & In-Kind Gifts continued



1333 Butte House Road
Yuba City, CA 95993

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit Organization
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Yuba City, CA 95991

Permit No. 12

Our public hours are:
WEDNESDAYS – FRIDAYS  

from 9am-5pm

SATURDAYS 
from 12-4pm

Please feel free to call the Museum  
at 530-822-7141  

on the day of your visit  
to ensure it is open. 


